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FROM THE EDITOR 


What a fantastic start to spring. 

We have been lucky enough to 
enjoy a good couple of weeks 
of sunshine, the sap is rising and 
everything is starting to blossom. 

Let's hope the good weather 
holds out until Easter when we 
can all take a couple of days off 
on holiday to enjoy it. 

Having taken my first 
tentative steps on to the 
allotment, I can see that after 
all the rain we had over winter, 
the soil is in a very poor condition. There is a 
tan crust all over the bed where the wind has dried a layer off. 1 
suspect a good deal of digging will be needed to get it in condition 
once more. (I neglected to put much muck on the ground over the 
winter - but having seen the havoc created by the rain, perhaps I am 
lucky and can get some down now for digging in?) 


The magazine this month runs to 92 pages and is bigger and 
better than usual. There are some great features as well as all 
our old favourites from Maggie Chaplin, Bruce Cox, George 
Fenemore and the team - speaking of which, we welcome a new 
member of staff to the magazine this month, Sarah Musgrove. 
Sarah will be helping with the advertising here* as well as ail 
the other day to day jobs that need doing... we hope she enjoys 
being part of the Four Shires’ ream. JEREMY w|[JON 



A complete range of interior and exterior high quality 
light fittings with friendly, helpful advice and sendee 



Ban bury Showroom: 53 Broad Street, Banbury, OX 16 5 BT 

Email: classicaHightiug@gmail.cum 
Website: elassica i i ightingb an bit ry, co^h 
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STEVE HACKETT 


(BBC Radto.2 
Y.FA win fieri) 


ALSTEWART MARILLION 

CARA DILLON TREE TOP FLYERS REG MEUROSS 

BLACKBOARD'S TEA PARTY RicC'jar d 


ncc 


You can book tickets via the Fairport website or 
write to PD Box 640 , Bilsthorpe, Newark, Notts NCZ 2 8 WY 

or call 0300 6371644 [[alls i dsI 5Cp percalj tain Bl EandlinEsJ 


IlUfil) 3 Day Frit Sat Saturday 
Order ay Mav 31: EI10 .bc £100 or £70 nc 
June I - July 31: E 1 l 5 .ro 005 oc £75 a: 
After July 31 : ElZO.to £110 > £80 » 

Under 12s aditiJlicd frrr, but there must be an adu i 
tic kef order with every < hi Ids ticket .ip;vlic fltian 

CAMPING 1 £35.co £30.at FREE 

^camping charges are pirnNidt. hot. pu-- 
penon Bikers & backpackers canp tor fr** 










































































FOUR SHIRES 

WHAT'S INSIDE FOUR SHIRES THIS MONTH 






6 * LETTERS... AND DOG 
8 4* AROUND THE SHIRES 

Read all about it! Take a look at 
what has been happening in the 
Four Shires over the past month. 
Everything front local success 
stories to the best local events, 

12 4* BOOKS 

14 4* OUT & ABOUT 

All the local Four Shires listings. 

19 4* GARDENS 

Growing vegetables, water features 
and jobs to be done in the garden, 

25 4* SECRET LIVES 

The Secret Life of... Newts. 

With Maggie Chaplin. 

27 4* COUNTRYMAN 

George Fe nemo re has plenty to say 
about the weather and the'big w r et\ 

26 4* HOMES & INTERIORS 

Everything from cosy comforts to 
space age living. 

46 4* PHOTOGRAPHY 

Stunning images from landscape 
photographer Richard Walker. 

48 4* ART CLASS 

Barry Whitehouse offers pure 
temptation... to this year's Art weeks. 

50 4* ARTS & ANTIQUES 



flora! photography ; the delights of growing (and eating) 
your own, snobbery in the flower garden and dealing with 
un wanted guests that dare to vis!t your precious plants. 

a visual tour of Ronsbam House, space age living, creating 
a cosy conservatory and finding funky home accessories.. 


FASHION 4* 58 

Gorgeous accessories to brighten 
your look and beautiful jewellery 
from Michael Jones... and all this 
in a few ? delicious pages! 

KEEP YOUR TYTES ON 4- 62 

Maggie Chaplin peers into the 

watering hole. 

FOOD & DRINK 4* 65 

Easter menu to excite vour 
tastebuds and inspirational wines. 

FAVOURITE WALKS 4* 70 

Peter Jones takes a longer walk 
than planned .but still manages to 
make it to the pub... naturally! 

MUSIC 4* 72 

David Jaques reports on The 
Crop re dy Festival, past and future. 

THEATRE 4* 74 

What's on stage this month? 
Bruce Cox finds out. 

LOOKING BACK 4* 76 





Marine art and 
auctions of 
arms, armour, 
mili tan a and 
medals. 

55 4* SPORT 

Rugby news, 
tennis coaching 
and golfing tips, 


Wonderful old photos! 

EDUCATION 4* 80 

BUSINESS 4- 82 
PETER JONES MEETS 4* 87 

Brenda Haller, owner of 
Deddington Antiques Centre. 

CIVIL WARS 4* 90 

































Four Shires * LETTERS & do© 








Dog was intrigued to bear that scientists 
have recently discovered the -very first sounds 
ever made in the universe. They were 
released at the very moment that the 
universe was born... wouldn't it have been 
brilliant ifi when played, it went: ‘Celebrate 
good times... come on, dum di dum dum¬ 
dum dum dum .,' 

In last month's magazine toe ran a picture 
of a lovely old TR4 motor ear. Its occupants 
were about ready to set off on a. life of 
marital bliss. Having consulted the TR car 
register in Didcot y near Oxford, we have 
found the ear is no more — or at the very 
least , not registered, with the Triumph 
people. We wonder what happened to the 
motor and the newly wed couplet 


CHERWELL MOTORS 


Many thanks to all those who have contacted us 
regarding the picture of Cherwell Motors in out 
Pictures from the Past section last month. 

We incorrectly stared that the garage became 
Hartford Motors, that, of course, was Youngs 
Garage on the Warwick Road in Ran bury, 

Chet we II Motors became Bristol Street Motors 
before moving to The South am Road in Banbury. 

Mr Willis of Wardington near Banbury 
particularly remembers a competition run by 
Bristol Street Motors to win a key to try to srart 
one of the cars on display. He got through the 
first round and actually won a set of keys to a 
brand new Hillman Imp. only to try rhe key in 
the ignition - but it wouldn’t start the car. 

‘I thought I'd won it when 1 got the key/ said Mr 
Willis, l but it wasn't to be!' 


Chris Pratt from Sour ham also wrote to t/s: 

The picture of the girl kicking off rhe football march was, in fact, 
Liza Goddard, not Michelle. Another face I noticed was that of 
Fraser Hines who was in Emmerdale Farm for many years - and as a 
Doctor Who assistant. 

During my time as a journalist in Stratford upon Avon I had some 
happy moments; I knocked on the door of Roy Dot rice and asked to 
interview his daughter Michelle, then a star of Mary Foppins. She 
was poorly in bed but he took me upstairs to meet her. 1 also 
interviewed a young Judy Dench at the RSC. before she left for 
Japan. She was charming. 

Finally, 1 am one of the few people to have held an Oscar! I went to 
interview Welsh actot Hugh Griffith at his new cottage. At first I 
was turned away by bis butler but as I turned away T was called back 
and invited to ioin Hugh for a cup of tea and a biscuit. The actor 

sat by the fireplace smoking one cigarette after 
another. As I left the cottage, the front door was 
open. Guess what was being used as a door stop? 
Only his Oscar, won for Supporting Actor in Ben 
H ur. On request he handed it to me and I held it 
high in the air! 


thanks to Maurice Humphris 
for popping into Four Shires with 
information about our February 
picrures from the past. 

Maurice recognises Mr Doug 
Todd, who was a navigator in the 
during Wo rl d Wa r 1 wo. 


On page 71 the picture shows a promotion for a Round Tible 
firework display at the old Banbury Rugby Club. He recognises 
a Mr Geoff Wood, 1 he gentleman with the pipe is jack F ris well 
and the chap stood at the end of piano is Alan Wilson who 
worked at Alcan but emigrated to Australia. Again, the chap at 
the end of the barrel organ is Mr Doug fodd. 


Mr Simon Bradshaw of Ascon-ie 
-Walls also contacted the office about this picture 
and he wanted to add a name to the group of farmers pictured on 
page 13 of the March issue. The gentleman at the back of the picture was 
the late Mr Alec Colegrave of Upper Lea Farm at Swacliffe Lea. He was 
a well-known local farmer bur also held the position of President of 
the North Banbury Agricultural Club ar the time of the picture. 


Many thanks to all of you who have 
either phoned or have written in 
pointing out that in our Pictures 
from the Past section in the March 
issue we identified a pretty lady 
(right) taking pare in a celebrity 
football match as Michelle 
Dotrice, It was, of course, Lisa 
Goddard who visited the 
Banbury Utd stadium back in 
the early 60s - thanks for 
putting us right! 
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HORTON 

COSMETIC SURGERY 


Horton Treatment Centre, part of ; 
the Ramsay Health Care group, 
located in Banbury was purpose 

built in 2006. The Treatment i 

* 

Centre has been designed to ! 

combine an exceptional standard : 
of patient accommodation, with 
the technical equipment and 
facilities that modern medicine 

+ 

demands. j 

+ 

Cosmetic surgery procedures 
offered at the Centre include 
breast augmentation, reduction 
and uplift, Liposuction, j 

abdominoplasty [tummy tuck] 
and pinnaplasty. All procedures 
are competitively priced and 
available on a ‘fixed price' basis. 

When you choose to have 
your cosmetic treatment 
here you will be in the hands 
of an experienced nursing 


team, dedicated to ensuring 
you receive the best possible 
attention and outcome. 

You will enjoy the privacy and 
comfort of the clean, modern 
facilities and can be reassured 
that broad clinical expertise and 
support is available should you 
need it. 

The Centre is registered with 
the Care Quality Commission - 
our most recent report can be 
viewed on their website. We are 
dedicated to providing a clean 
and comfortable environment 
for all our patients and are 
extremely proud of our effective 
infection control measures. 

You can trust that our 
Consultants are skilled and 
experienced in the cosmetic 


procedures they offer and all are 
listed on the CMC Register. 

We realise that before you decide 
to go ahead with surgery you will 
take the time to weigh up your 
options and seek advice. From 
the moment you contact us, our 
team will help you through the 
process. 

So, if you have been considering 
cosmetic surgery, do contact us 
and let our advisers answer any 
questions you may have. 


Horton Treatment Centre 
Oxford Road 
Banbury 

Oxfordshire 0X16 9FG 

Private Patient Enquiries: 
01295 755074 
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THUMBS UP FOR FAIRPORT'S PEGGY! 


Legendary folk-rock outfit Fairport 
Convention will welcome the return of 
long-serving member Dave Pegg on bass 
guitar when the hand hits the road this spring. 
Earlier in the year, his son Matt had to stand 
in as bassist when Pegg senior badly injured 
his hand in a kitchen accident. 

“In January, I severed a tendon in the first 
finger of my left hand while 1 was emptying 
the dishwasher,' 1 Dave recalls. “The irony is 
Ld just spent two days chain-sawing firewood 
without incident.' 1 

'"My hand was in a splint for six weeks so I 
couldn't play bass or mandolin on Fairport s 
winter tour. Lucidly, Matt is a bass player too 
- like father like son - and he was available to 
deputise for me. Now Fm raring to get back 
on the road and really looking forward to 
playing with the hand again. " 


LEADING FOR HOPE 

For one group of 
impoverished Kenyan 
mothers the survival of their 
families depends on breaking 
rocks in a quarry seven days a 
week to earn a pitiful wage. 
Worst of all they have no 
choice but to take their 
babies and young children 
with them. 

A group of Oxfordshire fund¬ 
raisers came together one 
evening in March determined 
to do something to help 
- they aimed to raise enough 
money to build a children's 
nursery and womens 
education centre to help 
change these women's lives. 

The Charity Auction which 
was held at Sibford Village 
Hall on March 5th was so 
successful almost half the 
£3,500 needed has been 
raised and funds are still 
being donated online. 4 

The project is the brainchild 
of Jane Beaumont, who 
discovered the women's 
plight while working in 
Kenya with the charity 
Emerging Leaders. Emerging 
Leaders aims to have four 
million new leaders across 30 
African nations by 2020. 

For more information go to: 
www. e mergi ng-Ieade rs. net 

Fairport Conventions semi-acoustic spring tour 
will have an intimate feel and will visit thirty- 
odd venues and festivals between Thursday l 
May and Saturday 7 June. 1 he concerts will 
feature a mix of new songs and long-established 
favourites from the Fairport repertoire. 

The hand's line-up features Simon Nicol 
(vocals, guitar), Dave Pegg (bass guitar), Ric 
Sanders (violin), Chris Leslie (mandolin, fiddle, 
vocals) and Gerry Conway (percussion). 

Hailed as the originators of British folk-rock 
music, Oxfordshire-based Fairport Convention 
has been playing for nearly fifty years yet 
remains as vibrant and inventive as ever. 

After the spring tour, Fairport will be 
preparing for their annual open-air music 
festival at Cropredy in Oxfordshire which 
takes place on 7th, 8th and 9th August. 


Picture by Edwin a Hayes (who will he appearing at Cropredy this year!) 
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EVENINGS 




[-MIC 
NIGHTS 

I 

Beatnik Boulevard is 
an evening of spoken w r ord 
and poetry where all are 
welcome to share their 
words in a friendly and 
encouraging atmosphere at 
The Castle House, Cornhill, 
Market Place, Banbury. The 
event is held on the second 
Thursday of each month. 






i 






Compered by Bob Hill you 
are invited to sign up for the 
Open-Mic from 7.30pm and 
the show starts at 8.30pm. 

The open-mic slots are for 
four minutes for each poet/ 
spoken word artist, split into 
three sessions with intervals. 
Each month will include a 
featured reader 1 with a 
10-15 minute slot. 

The guest reader for the 
"opening night' of Beatnik 
Boulevard was the 
wonderful Lydia Schmidt, a 
regular performer at spoken 
w r ord events in London and 
the south and has shared 
her words at gigs such as 
Freeway Poets and Verbal 
Remedies among others. 
With a take on the dark 
secrets that dw r ell under the 
skindeep Lydia uses satire, 
humour and anecdote to 
open our minds to the 
human condition. 

The next Beatnik Boulevard 
will be on Thursday April 
10th and the theme is ‘On 
the Road . 

www. face hook, co ml 
groups /1410631282513218 
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PEASANT POET JOHN CLARE 
EXHIBITION NOW OPEN IN 
NORTHAMPTON 

A rousing exhibition that 
celebrates the life and work of 
Northamptonshire Peasant Poet 
John Clare has opened at 
Northampton Museum and Art 
Gallery in March. 

The exhibition marks the 150th 
anniversary of John C! are's 
death (1793-1864), the almost 
forgotten poet. Despite being 
born to an impoverished and 
barely literate peasant family in 
Northamptonshire, Clare 
became recognised as one of the 
finest and most prolific English 
rural poets. He left nearly 
10,000 pages of writing, 
including poems, manuscripts 
and journals. 

A series of pen and ink drawings 
by artist Peter New coni be, 
inspired by Clare's third 
collection of poems, The 
Shepherds Calendar . accompanies 
the exhibition which is showing 
until 8th June. 

Newcombe grew up in rhe 
North a m pro nsh i re co u n try s id e 
in the 1950s and the 



countryside he saw was just as 
Clare described ir. 

Ad mission is free. Museum 
opening times along with a list of 
other events in Northampton can 
be found at www.nort ham peon, 
gov. u k/ even tscale nd a r. 


BABY GIANT ANTEATER ARRIVES 

Cotswold Wildlife Park is delighted to announce the arrival of uheir 
first Giant Anreater baby. It was born on 16th February 2014. Mum 
and baby are currently doing well and have emerged occasionally to 
enjoy the sunshine. You can go co visit the new addition ro the park. 
Go online to www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk for opening hours. 
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Angus re Rodin, 
jean d A ire, 
Monumental 
Nude, 1887\ 
reproduced by 
permission of 
The Henry Moore 
foundation and 
mu see Rodin, Paris 


WINNERS, WINNERS, WINNERS... 

Compton Verney exhibition tickets: 

Louise Demelza; Laurent Cadoret; Brian Griggs; 
Kev in Bowman 

Prescott Racing competitionl 

Sarah Richardson; Trevor Shephard 

Serving for pleasure winners: 

Elaine Griggs from Hook 
Norton; Dawn Danby 
from Bloxham; Laurent 
Cadoret from Yarn ton; 

** Nadine Morey 
fro m Co nge rs to n e 
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Winner of Prescott tickets'; 
Linda Beakhouse 


BLENHEIM PALACE FLOWER SHOW 

Tickets are now available for The Blenheim Palace Flower Show from 
20th to 22nd June and will be an exciting summer event. 

The Blenheim Palace Flower Show is a fantastic family day out with a 

/ j 

Grand Floral Pavilion, beautiful plants to buy, tasty Food & Drink 
Court, celebrities including TV gardeners Joe Swift, Frincss Topfull, 
Charlie Dim mock & Tommy Walsh, show gardens, beautiful lunch 
and over 250 shopping stands. T he good news is that advanced 
tickets are discounted. 

For more information on the show and rickets please visit: 
www. b I e n h e i m fl o we rs h o w. co. u k 


hr low: rbe rose, garden dt Blenheim, courtesy of wiki commons 



Well done! 




















ADVERTISEMENT GODSWKbL PARK 


Park 

Godswell Park is a state of the art 
45-bed luxury care home, providing 
the highest quality residential and 
nursing care, with single en-suite 
rooms enjoying extensive views 




Proud to be different 

It's the attention to detail and the 
ittfe extras that make a FI the difference. 
Especially when they are all included 
n the price I 

If you are looking for a care home for 
yourself, a relative or a friend, these are 
just some of the little details which, at 
Godswell Park, are all part of the service 
and which enable our residents to really 
ive life to the full. 

A faceless corporate entity or 
a personally-run business? 

Two founde r directors work: full lime 
at Godswell Park and, together with the 
registered manager, work ceaselessly to 
promote the best interests of residents. 
Indeed, GodsweJF Park was established 
\.o reflect the ethos that it should be a 
place where the directors would be 
proud to visit their own relatives. 



Effectively it means that all decisions 
are taken speedily and local y in the 
best interests of our residents without 
the need to refer to some remote 
corporate headquarters or to Fit in 
with 'policy' decided by 
unknown bureaucrats. 

Our Registered Manager, a fully- 
qualified nurse, is here to take 


charge of the residents' care, not to run 
a 'business' whose owners are looking 
to maximise profits by perhaps cutting 
out the little 'extras' which make all 
the difference to our residents' lives. 

Residents and visitors know that 
if they wish to discuss any aspect of 
cam or life at Godswell then both the 
drectors and the manager are freely 
available and any decisions can be 
taken rapidly and effectively. 

Care staff whose role includes 
cleaning and laundry, or 
dedicated hotel services staff? 

At Godswell Park we believe that 
our care staff should look after the 
physical and social care of our 
residents without having to clean 
rooms or launder clothes. We have 
specialist teams to look after those 
important aspects of daily life, which 
is why Godswell Park has one of the 
highest staff to resident ratios around. 

Our catering staff also ensures that 
the meals prepared by our team of 
chefs continue to earn the high praise 
for which Godswell has become famous 
since we opened in January 2011, 

Television in the lounge or a purpose- 
built cinema and sun therapy room? 

At Godswell Park we believe strongly 
in promoting the independence and 
mobility of our residents wherever 
possible, which is why our whole building 
and grounds are Ful y accessible and 
available to all our residents, whatever 
their care needs may be. We encourage 
residents to use all of the facilities that 
we have on offer, whether it be en oying 


afternoon tea in our conservatory or one 
of our three day rooms, attending a 
matinee presentation in our cinema or 
spending some time on our private beach 
enjoying some well deserved sun therapy. 



Our hairdressing and beauty salon 
and shop, together with our jigsaw 
and library corners, entice residents 
to venture cut of their bedrooms either 
to spend some quiet time enjoying 
their hobby or socialising with other 
residents and visitors, 

Our day rooms do not have 

televisions because they are places 
where our residents like to invite their 
guests to join them over a cup of 
coffee or a game of bridge, However, 
for major sporting or national events 
our cinema screen enables even those 
whose eyesight or hearing may not 
be as sharp as it was to enjoy a clear 
picture and surround sound. 

Meals in the lounge or 

a sherry before lunch? 

At Godswell Park we believe Lhat 
social interaction is an important aspect 
of life in our care environment, and 
lunchtime provides the ideal 

opportunity for residents to enjoy 
a glass of sherry before 


Godswell Park, Church Street, Bloxham, Oxfordshire, 0X15 AES 




























lunching in our dining room. The choice 
of menu provided by our team of chefs 
takes fully into account residents' likes 
and dislikes and is regularly updated 
to make the most of fresh seasonal 
produce and locally-sourced ingredients. 



We encourage residents to visit 
cur dining room for breakfast and 
supper as well, and there are no set 
times for meals because we respect 
each resident's personai and individual 
wishes. All of our food is freshly cooked 
to order so there is no question of 
residents being asked to make 0 
choice the day before or of meals being 
prepared in the early morning and then 
'kept warm', Of course, room service is 
also available should residents prefer to 
dine in the privacy of their own room, 

One size fits all or bespoke 
furnishings? 

At Godswell Park we believe that since 
people come in different shapes and 
sizes why shouldn't our chairs? We have 
a wide variety of sizes and heights of 


armchairs so that we can ensure 
that each bedroom and day room as 
made as comfortable as possible for 
the resident whose home it will be. 

We do our utmost to accommodate 
requests from residents to nave special 
items cf furniture and mementoes 
so that each room :; s truly individual. 
People are not all a standard size so our 
furniture and furnishings aren't either. 

Godswell Park is a care home 
that simply refuses to fit the mould. 

We like to be different! You may 
wonder why we have not So far singled 
out our standard of care in telling you 
what is different about us, Well, let 
others speak for us The following is 
e selection of quotes from our residents 
and visitors since we opened* 



If you Can, check out our website on 
www.godswellpark.co.uk to find out 
more about the facilities we provide, 
all as part of the service. Or come 
and visit at any time and talk to our 
residents and staff so that you can 
see for yourself what it is like to 
become a resident of Godswell Park, 
truly a care home with a difference. 


If you haven't visited a care home 
recently this may all sound too good 
to be true. But don't just take our 
word for it The following are some 
comments from residents that have 
been made since we have opened! 

"I enjoyed rny stay with you very 
much and was thoroughly spoilt. 

I thought the helpers were brilliant - 
they seemed to know what one 
wanted before one knew oneself I " 

" I am so glad to be here — sg well 
looked after and too welt fed!" 

'Thank you so much for all that 
you have done, and do. You truly 
are a wonderful team.' 1 

"All of the staff are delightful. 

Mum is very we ll cared for/' 

‘Tiie home is wonderful- I can't think 
□f anything I would like to change." 

J ’ It is always a pleasure to visit 
Mother. Thank you for making us 
all feel very welcome/ 

"Everything is so good and superior 
to any other care home I have visited. 1 ' 

"We would like to thank everyone 
for the cape, attention and professional 
excellence at Godswell Park." 

"What a wonderful home - I can't 
believe how happy everyone is" 

"I have always been a fussy eater 
but I am amazed at how the catering 
team have encouraged me to try some 
wonderful new dishes- The food here 
is excellent.' 1 

"It is a pleasure to wake in the 
morning to be greeted by everyone 
with smiles, and any bad dreams 1 
have had are all soon forgoiten.” 


www.godswellpairk.co.uk | info@godswelpark.co.uk | 01295 724000 
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THE ENCHANTED 

Rene Denfeld 

Its not often that a 
book comes into the 
shop that is read by all 
of the staff with equal 
enjoyment. Although 
enjoyment is an odd 
word to use in 
relation to The 
Enchanted. It 
might be better to I 
say that seldom 
has a book had 
such a profound 
impact. 

Written by Rene 
Denfeld, a 
death penalty 
investigator, the 
book is set on death row in a 
fictitious USA prison. The 
narrator is himself a death row 
inmate and gives us a 
commentary on life on the wing, 
the comings and goings of prison 
visitors and new inmates. It is in 
parts deeply disturbing and 
horrifying and yet with moments 
of triumph and redemption that 
are uplifting. Not for the 
fainthearted but a momentous 
book. We are so keen on it that 
we are doing an offer, £9.75 
(instead of the rrp of £12.99). 


A lovely book, also on offer at £18.75. 


BOOKS for your 


BOOKSHELVES 


BURIAL RITES 

Hannah Kent 

I do love a book that takes 
me somewhere new in the 
world and lately I have been 
travelling north ro Scandinavia 
and Iceland and loving the 
change of Literary scene. They 
do seem to have a flavour of 
their own. A long listee for the 
Baileys Prize (the old Orange 
prize for fiction written by 
women) is Hannah Kent who has 
written. Burial Rites, set in Iceland, 
where the author lived and 

researched this book. A woman has been condemned to death for 
murder in 1829. This historical fiction with elements of crime and 
thriller writing is being hailed as an exceptional debut. £7.99 


TOAST & MARMALADE 

Emma Bridgewater 

Ceramicist Emma Bridgewater has produced a 
very beautiful and charming memoir of her life 
and times and especially of the evolution of her 
pottery business. Abundant photographs by Andrew 
Montgomery, throughout, plus tips and even recipes 
to help run a well enough ordered home while 
conducting a very successful business. 


HUMMINGBIRDS, A LIFE 
SIZE GUIDE TO EVERY 
SPECIES 



This book will 

appeal to a bit of 

a niche market 

I admit but it is 

really beautiful. 

Hummingbirds, 

f a Life Size Guide 

Jiumminybii vi ^ S |es 

• ■ IB Bliii-l.liJ-p ■ ■l-lllllT-MlI'M “ 

Full colour, utterly 
charming and giving 
details of location and habitat. £19-99 


A BLAZE OF AUTUMN 
SUNSHINE 

Tony Benn 

lam writing this as the news of Tony Ben ns 
death has been broadcast. 1 he last book 
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LINE OF FIRE 

Diary of an Unknown Soldier 

A graphic novel next created by French 
author and illustrator, Barronx, He came 
upon this story in an unusual fashion 
when he was walking down a Paris street 
when he saw some papers in a skip. They 
were a few pages of the diary belonging 
to an unknown soldier in the First World 
War. It only covers the period of the first 


two months of fighting and we don't 
know if the man survived or not. Barroux 
has illustrated the events written about. 
There is an introduction by Michael 










of his diaries was 
published towards 
the end of last year, 

A Blaze of Autumn 
Sunshine, which 
fakes us from 2007 
up to 2013 and 
amongst other things 
offer his insights into 
growing old, leaving 
the family home and downsizing. £20 


















s 


THE ODD 
ONE OUT 



a spotting book 

tichiHtlup 


1 

S' 

BWBWk 

RHftr 4 t 4 H 

AnH'Anfl 

Ljt JBk 

w h if ■* 


THE ODD ONE OUT 

iJrifta Teckentrup 


A delightful book for young children. 
The Odd One Out a spotting hook by 
Britta Teckentrup is a book to share 
with a child and for you both to hone 
your observation skills. An amusing 
rhyme accompanies each picture. Good 
fun. £10.99 



of 

Old Hall Bookshop in 
Brackley offers another 
superb and eclectic 
selection of good reads. 
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TO BED ON THURSDAYS / 

fenny Selby-Green / 

J J I 

‘To bed on Thursdays is fenny Selby- / 

Greens delightful memoir of life as a I R 

provincial reporter on the Buck Herald in f *** 

*. i95o, tn j|i 

To those of us ‘in the trade’ the book is I V|J| 10 PTI fill ft J 

set out in chapters, the headings of J OUf ft ■ \ / 

which will be familiar. Press gang, death / j 

duties, weddings, courts and councils f 

and bylines and bloomers all conjure I 1 

up memories of hours spent working f I 

on provincial newpapers. f I 

Whilst not a reporter, this writer f I 

spent three years on the local f ^ I 

Banbury Guardian newspaper and f * / 

spent many an hour commiserating f t I 

with reporters who bad spent a f f 

morning at court, or doing the I 

dreaded death knocks'. I 

One lovely section describes using malfunctioning typewriters to 

create copy. When typing £ o's either upper or lower case, the centre of the letter would 
always be punched out creating a confetti of V centres! Something the computer 
keyboard can't really replicate. 

In Jenny Selby-Green s introduction she writes about her memoir: 

’ Those days just seem to be incredibly ancient history', especially in today's context of 
fast, disposable news... Where local papers remain they’re printed with completely 
different methods, the flatbed press has disappeared, except for in museums and with it, 
probably some of the characters, the stories and the camaraderie as well. Are we the 
poorer for it? You be the judge. Let me invite you to take your smart phone earpiece out. 
forget the internet and social media for a while and turn the pages on another era. 

Published by Mosaique Press, ISBN 978-1906852-17-7 £6.99 

•+«***«***t*****************************************+**•»« 

CHIPPING NORTON LITERARY FESTIVAL 

24th - 2Jth April 

Now in its third year, this highly praised market town festival is once again turning the 
Cots wo Ids into a literary extravaganza! With ever-more outstanding authors and literary 
events the ChipLitFest, as it is affectionately known, has swiftly found its place as a 
leading regional festival. This years line-up is an exciting one and includes: 

JOHN LLOYD: THE LIFF OF Q! 

Appearing at The Theatre at 7.45pm on Friday 25th April is writer and television 
producer John Lloyd, John's career began at the BBC working as a radio producer w r here 
he created, amongst others, The News Quiz and To The Manor Bora-, as well as co¬ 
writing the 5th and 6th episodes of the first series of A Hitchhiker s Guide to the Galaxy, 
He subsequently moved to BBC TV and brought to screen such classics as Not the Nine 
O'clock News, Spirting Image, and Blackadder. His most recent work is the hugely 
successful panel series fronted by Stephen Fry, Qj. John will be sharing the tales of his 
illustrious career 4, Tickets go on sale from 10am Monday. 

JO BAKER 

'If Elizabeth Bennet had the washing of her ow r n petticoats/ Sarah thought, 'she would 
be more careful not to tramp through muddy fields/ 

Jo Baker's 'below' stairs take on Pride and Prejudice is a pleasure to read, whether you 
are an Austen devotee or a complete novice, and ChipLitFest are thrilled to be 
welcoming her to a very special book club' meeting. 


Find out more and discover the truly fantastic 
list of authors planned to appear at the festival 
by visiting www.chiplitfest.com 
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AN EVENING AT GARSINGTON OPERA, 
WORMSLEY 

An evening ar Garsington Opera is a totally memorable experience 
starting with performances of great artistic quality in a setting of 
extraordinary natural beauty. 

Performances take place in the spectacular Opera Pavilion, which sits 
within the rolling landscape of the GhiJtern Hills, less than an hour 
fro m London and 25 minutes by train to the nearest station at High 
Wycombe. Patrons may arrive from 3.30pm to enjoy the setting, take 
a vintage bus to the 18th century Walled Garden, have a traditional 
afternoon tea overlooking the cricket pitch and meet friends at the 
champagne bar. 

Performances start in the early evening with a long dinner interval 
when patrons can dine in the elegant restaurant marquees 
overlooking the famous cricket ground or enjoy a picnic by the lake 
or in the garden. Performances resume as the evening light begins to 
lade and end by 10.15pm, when candles and the moon's reflection tn 
the lake provide a magical finale to an evening at Garsington Opera. 

Public booking opens 14th April. 

Call 0186 5 361636 or visit www.garsingtonopcra.org 

BUSKER'S 
QUARTER 

Oxfo rd Castle 
5th April and the first 
Saturday of every month 
thereafter 

On the 1st Saturday 
of every month 
Oxlord Castle 
Quarter becomes 
"Buskers Quarter. 

A haven for buskers, 
musicians, bands, 
street performers, 
artists, dancers, and 
much more. 



Saturdays, lpm-4pm 

If you would like to perform at Buskers Quarter call 01865 201 657 
or e-mail oc@topgroup.co.uk 



THE MILL GARDEN 

55 Mill Street, Warwick 
CV34 4HB. From 1st Ap ril 

For full information call 
Julia and David Russell 
on 01926 492877. 
Admission £1.50, 
children are free. 

Off A425 beside old castle 
gate, at the bottom of 
Mill St. Use St Nicholas 
car park. 

PHILOMENA 

Middleton Cheney Library 
3rd April, 7.30pm 

Outstanding film starring 
with fudi Dench and 
Steve Coogan. 

Adufis £6. Children £4. 
(ice-cream included!) 



ONE THOUSAND 
CRANES: AN 
EXHIBITION OF 
CONTEMPORARY PAPER 
MAKING 

03 Gallery, 5th-27lh April 

One thousand Cranes 
will feature the work of 
a selection of the UK's 
leading artists currently 
working in the medium 
of paper in a group 


exhibition showcasing 
some of the very best 
contemporary paper- 
cutting, origami and 
kirigami. This 
exhibition will offer 
new perspectives on 
paper-making. 

HORRIBLE HISTORIES® 
INVADING EASTER 

Warwick Castle 
5th April-31st Attgust 

Venture through over 
one thousand years of 
history with a rotten 
journey of action 
packed games and 
adventure - there are 
nasty nuggets and foul 
facts aplenty! Are you 
brave enough to 
discover history at its 
most gruesome?! 

History has never been 

jT 

so horrible! 

www.warwick-castle.com 

TRIAL & SENTENCING... 
MARY BLaNDY - 
VILLAIN OR VICTIM? 

Oxford Castle Unlocked 
5th-20th April 

Explore the world of 

trials and sentencing 

during the Easter 

holidays and help us 

judge Mary BLandy. Did 

she poison her father 

by accident or was it a 

cleverlv masterminded 
-■ 

plan? Based on a real 
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case at Oxford Castle from 
1752, this half term caper will 
see families delve into the story 
of this 18th century maybe- 
murderess whilst travelling 
through the Saxon tower, the 
ancient crypt and the Georgian 
prison wing. Accompanied by 
an interactive trail and activity 
sheets, this Easter half term 
will see visitors turn judge and 
jury and decide Mary’s fate! 

www. ox fo r d cas 11 e u n I o eked. 
co.uk/events 



THE SORCERER'S APPRENTICE 


Oxford Playhouse 
5th April 

An old broom stands in the 
corner, a book is on the table 
and a young boy alone in the 
castle feels a tingling in his 
fingertips... Can he work a 
spell himself? Caught in the 
whirl of magic, the broom 
dances and spins as it fetches 
water and more water for the 
cauldron. T he boy watches 
transfixed as a flood starts to 
rise. Will he be able to undo 
the spell before the sorcerer 
returns? 


www. oxfo rd p 1 ayh o use. co m 

SPRING RUN, JOG OR WALK 

Walton Hall 

Sunday April 6th , 10am 

A six mile run, jog or walk in 
the wonderful grounds of 


Walton Hall, Wellesbourne 
CV35 9HU. Sponsored by 
Sheldon Bosley. Dogs Welcome 
on leads! Hot dogs at the 
finish line. Bring a team and 
raise money for the charity, 
call Gil da on 01789 740083 or 
Rebecca on 01608 674929. or 
just come along on the day. 

MEET PRU LEITH 

St Miichael j Church r Whichfo rd 
Saturday 12th April\ 10am 

Meet famous cookery writer Pru 
Leith at Whi ch fo rd s Ma r m al a de 
Festival. Marmalade making 
competition, talk, coffee. £5 

Contact Julia on 01608 684 019 
or Sophia on 01608 684 369 



EASTER EGG HUNT 


Leamington Spa Art Gallery & 
Mineu m , 12th-27th Ap ri! 



EASTER AT WADDESDON 

Wednesday 16th - Friday 25 ApriL 4pm 


Easter Celebration afternoon tea in 


The Manor Restaurant. Enjoy the 


Waddesdon afternoon tea experience and join us for equisite 
open sandwiches, heavenly fancies and shamelessly indulgent 
homemade cakes. 


Adult £l6.50, Child £ 6.50 
BE OUR GUEST! 

Wedn esday 9th Ap ril. 10.45-12.00 

Special house tour for children to discover what life was like at 
a 19th century house party. No adults allowed! Suitable for ages 
8-12. £5 per child. Booking essential, www.waddesdon.org.uk 


Easter egg hunt throughout the 
Art Gallery & Museum - if you 
find all of the eggs you will win 
a prize! Every day. 

Tuesday to Saturday 10.30am- 
5pm. Sundays and Bank 
Holidays 11 am-4pm. Closed on 
Mondays. Free. 

www. w a r w i ckd c. gov. u k / 
r oya I p u m pr oo ms 

NATONAL YOUTH CHOIRS 

St Marys Church , Banbury ; 
Tuesday 15 ApriL 3pm 

National Youth Choirs of 
Great Britain, Boys’ Choirs and 
CambiataVoices... The National 
Youth Choirs of Great Britain's 
two choirs for boys aged 9-15, 
the Bovs' Choir and Cambiata 
Voices, come to Banbury to 
give their spring concert. The 
choirs meet just twice a year at 
varying locations across the UK 
for residential courses followed 
by a concert. Music from the 
Italian Roman Catholic rite, 
Macedonian folk and American 
traditions, Sainc-Saens, Henry 
VIII and Holst. Tickets £3 and 
free for UlSs, available on the 
door from 2.15pm 


Don’t leave 
success to 
chance 


Trust Ellacotts to provide you 
with a range of tailored services, 
knowledgeable expertise and 
strategic ideas to help you and 



For a free initial consultation 

Tel 01295 2504G1 
Email: mail@el1acotts.co.uk 
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5TH BRACKLEY WINE FESTIVAL 

Brack ley Town Hall , 26 April 12 noon - 6pm 

las re and buy wine from a 
huge wo rid-wide range - 
and support local charities. 

Stallholders will include 
Members of the 
Association of Small 
Direct Wine Merchants 
and local independent 
suppliers. The festival 
gives the opportunity to taste new wines, guided by experts, 
where quality and flavour take precedence over brands and mass 
production. Sponsored by Direct Legal & Collections of 
Brackley and organised by Brack ley Rotary Club. 

£6 entrance fee in aid of NORPIP - Northamptonshire Parent 
Infant Partnership and Home-Start (South Northants). 

www. brack levwin ef e s tivahco. uk 


APRIL AT BATSFORD ARBORETUM AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 

THE BIG BATSFORD CHICKEN HUNT! 

5th - 27th April 

Find the chickens that laid the eggs! £2.10 per child (plus 
Arboretum entrance fee), must have an adult, no booking required. 

FLOWERING CHERRIES IN FULL BLOOM 
12th - 30b Apr if 

Beautdul National Collection of Japanese Flowering Cherries at 
their blooming best* 

LIVING GARDENS DAYS 

Good Friday (& Easter Saturday (April 18th/19th) 11am - 3pm 

Everything you’ve ever wanted to know about attracting wildlife to 
your garden. Advice from Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust experts. 

DAWN CHORUS WILD WALK 

Saturday 26th April at 4am! 

Quite literally only for the early birds! £12, including a bacon 
roll and coffee. Must be booked in advance (call 01386 70144}, 

WORLD TAJ CHI DAY AT BATSFORD 

Saturday 26th April t 1 lam to 12pm 

Th is free session is a great introduction to Tai Chi and inc lud es 
enrry to the arboretum. Book ahead by calling 01386 70144. 



SWITCHED-ON SCIENCE 

Science Oxford Live 
Thursday 17th April, 2pm 

From massive sparks to simple 
circuits, we will explore the 
wonders of electricity. What is 
ir? Why is it dangerous? And 
how can we use it to make our 
lives easier and more fun? 
Science Oxford has invited 
Bryson Gore, one of the UK's 
top science communicators 
(and the man who built the 
props for the Royal Institution 
Christmas Lectures in the 80s 
and 90s), to bring his 
marvellous machines to 
Witney. Don’t miss it! 

•Suitable for 7+. £5. Booking is 
recommended - call 01865 
810000 or visit the website: 
www. sc ie nc eox ford. co m i I i ve 

FLOWN 

Oxford Playhouse 

18th-19th April Performed by 

Pirates of the Garabina 

A captivating evening of circus 
packed with daredevil stunts, 
madcap humour and brilliant 
live music presented by the 
same team who brought Petit 
Mai to the Playhouse, This 
stunning troupe of circus 
performers and musicians are 
ready to put on a jaw-dropping 
specracle. But there’s a 
problem: no one is prepared 
and mishaps, disasters and 
disagreements threaten to 
wreck the show. An aerialist is 
still ironing her dress, a cranky 
diva gets tangled in the rigging 
and one of the stuntmen is 
dangling from the lighting bar. 
Catastrophe is just one wrong 
move away. 



Performers fly, fling, spin and 
swung in this brilliantly 
choreographed chaos with 
exquisite moments of beauty... 
brilliantly athletic. 

www.oxfordplayhouse.com 

MATT CAROL E 

Warwick Arts Centre 
Tuesday 22nd April, 8pm 
Venue: Batterworth Hal! 

Following four critically 
acclaimed sell-out tours of the 
UK and Ireland and the release 
of two Top 10 albums, 
multi-platinum singer- 
songwriter Matt Cardie hits 
the road in support of his 
latest album Porcelain, which 
was co-writren and produced 
by Cardie. The alb um goes 
even further than his previous 
efforts in showcasing his 
startling, inimitable four- 
octave vocal range, On the 
album, Cardie seamlessly 
incorporates everything from 
rock, funk, soul, gospel, pop 
and blues to create bis most 
diverse piece of w'ork yet. 

www.warwickartscentre.co.uk 



Batsfo rd^ It's the season of 

ARBORETUM^- b | ossom and bu | bs j 

Wander through a ^ ,,, 

confetti-swirl of blossom 

and swathes of spring- :U. 

flowering bulbs; browse L *. r :> ^ ^ 

beautiful gifts and enjoy f ** : 

home baked breakfasts, t 

lunches and afternoon 

teas in the Garden P \ V i 
Terrace Cafe. ' *** f 1 * 


Create the garden of your Batsford^ 

dreams with Batsford GARDEN CENTRE ^ 
Garden Centre - a plantsman's paradise* 

• Seasonal bedding, vegetable and herb plants 

• Herbaceous perennials, shrubs and conifers 

• David Austin roses and climbers 

• Fruit & ornamental trees, ferns & large specimen plants 

• Gardening sundries for the allotment & garden 

• Helpful, knowledgable staff 

• Open every day from 9:00am to S:00pm - put a spring in 
your step with the new season at Batsford Garden Centre 


Batsford Arboretum ■& Garden Centre, Batsford, Mo reton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9AB, Tel 01386 701441 

E: arboretumtabatsfordfoundation.co.uk. www.batsarb.co.uk 
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BLGXHAM COUNTRY MARKET 

Bloxham Ex-Serviceman's Hall 
every Friday IQ-1130am 

Locally produced homemade 
cakes, savouries, preserves, 
seasonal vegetables and fruit, 
flowers, plants, eggs, honey 
and homemade crafts. Free 
tastings. Celebration cakes to 
order. Tea and coffee. 

EASTER EGG-STRAVAGAMSA 

Cropredy Pre school 
Saturday 26th April, 2pm-4pm 

Lors of childrens activities, 
stalls and refreshments. Great 
fun for all the family. Cropredy 
Pre School, Station road, 
Cropredy. Banbury 0x17 IPU 

CALL MY WINE BLUFF 

In association with Sheldons 
Wine Cellars ... An evening with 
the BBC & QVC 

Sheldon Bosley Hub 
Saturday 26th April, 730pm 

Chairman: Richard Phillips, 
Racehorse Trainer. The Panel: 
Beverley Cress man, QVC 
Channel Guest presenter; 
Cornelius Lysaght. BBC Racing 
Correspondent; M ark 
Pougatch, BBC 5 Live Sports 
Report and “Ashes" breakfast 
presenter. Raffle, 5 lot auction, 
bring your own picnic, bar. £15 

Call 01608 674 929 or visit 
winebhifF@hotmail.co.uk 


THE BIG CHRIS BARBER BAND 

Royal Spa Centre & Town HalI 
26th April , 730pm 

Chris Barber OBE, this year 
celebrates his Diamond Jubilee 
as leader of his band- one that 
stands out as one of the finest 
of its kind in the world. 
Everything from New Orleans 
to blues to late 2Q's Ellington, 


all played with extraordinary 
panache and skill. 


£19.50. www.warwickdc.gov. 
uk/royalspacentre 



MET OPERA LIVE: 
COSi FAN TUTTE 

Cinema , Warwick Arts Centre, 
Saturday 26th April, 5.55pm 

James Levine conducts the first 
Live in HD performance of 
Mozarts barbed romance Cos! 
fan tutte, starring Susanna 
Phillips and Isabel Leonard as the 
sisrers Fiord iligi and Dora be 11a; 
Matthew Polenzani and Rodion 
Pogossov as their fiances, 
Ferrando and Guglielmo; 
Danielle de Niese as their feisty-' 
maid Despina; Maurizio Muraro 
as the cynical Don Alfonso. 

www. wa r w i c ka r rs ce n t re. co. uk 

DEDDINGTON MARKET 

Every 4th Saturday of the month 
9a m-2:3 Opm 

One of the largest farmers" 
markets in the country. Over 50 
local produce stalls 
- beer, bread, 
crafts, eggs, fish, 
flowers, fruit, 
vegetables, meat, 
preserves, foreign 
cuisines and more. 

WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE'S 
BIRTHDAY 

Stratford upon 
Avon, 26th-27th 
April, 10.30am 

Celebration of the 450th 
anniversary of the Bard's birth, 
- a traditional 1,000-strong 
grand procession from 
Shakespeare's birthplace to 
Holy Trinity Church, where be 
is buried. Street entertainment, 
and musical performances. 

For more information visit 
www. sh akespeares b i rth day. org.uk 







Special Event 
at Whichford Pottery 

with Christine Walkden 
& Fibrex Nurseries 
Monday 5 th May ■ 10am to 5pm 


Please call 01608 684416 to book for talks. 

Whichford Pottery, Whichford, Nr. Shipston-on-Stour, 
Warwickshire, CV36 5PG www.whichfordpottery.com 


New cafe 1 he Straw Kitchen will he open 
for brunches, lunches, coffee, tea and cake! 


At 1 lam & 2pm 

"No Nonsense Container Gardening” 
talk and demonstration by broadcaster 

J 

and horticultural is t Christine Walkden. 
Talk £12.50. Booking Essential. 

PLUS... 

■ Fantastic Bank Holiday special offers 
on our handmade frostproof flowerpots 

■ Plants for sale by Fibrex Nurseries, 
holders of The National Collections 
of Pelargoniums and Hederas and 
award-winning Ferns & Begonias 


Christine Walkden 
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DINOSXU 


Australo Venator, based on 
the most complete dinosaur 
skeleton found in Australia. 


Dinosaur Zoo comes to Royal Derngate 
on Thursday 10th and Friday I 1th April at 
12 noon and 2pm, Tickets, priced at 
£13,50, or £16 for close-up Danger Zone 
seats T can be booked by calling the Box 
Office on 01604 624811 or by visiting 
www.royalandderngate.co.uk. The show is 
recommended for aces three and above. 


During the show, audience 
members who are brave 
enough to get close to the 
dinosaurs are brought onto 
the stage to assist the Zoo 
Keeper in her daily tasks - 
but be warned: not all of 
these ravenous reptiles are 
as tame as they seem! If 
they would rather, children 
ie-eved from a safe distance. 


Dinosaur-some show for all the 
family is returning to Royal & 
Derngate. The acclaimed Dinosaur 
Zoo has been a smash hit from 
Brisbane to Bahrain, using ingenious 
puppetry to bring dinosaurs to life in an 
interactive and imaginative live show t 
suitable for all the family. Audiences are 
introduced to a range of creatures, from 
cute baby dinos to teeth-gnashing giants, 
including; the fearsome, carnivorous 


can watch wi 


rrom its inception m trth, the 

Australian-based company behind the 
show, has strived to provide audiences 
with eye-popping visual experiences 
incorporating giant puppetry and 
inflatable environments. 


Erth has performed internationally at events 
and festivals including the Sydney Olympic 
Games Opening Ceremony in 21)00. 
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These fabulous floral photographs, 
along with this months cover 
picture, were taken by photographer 
Jacky Parker. Jacky lives in a small 
village in Buckinghamshire. She 
started taking an interest in 
photography whilst studying for the 
RHS diploma in horticulture. She 
needed images for an assignment 
and used a little Canon camera to 
capture some plant detail. From 
here, her interest in plant 
photography blossomed! 

Anemone de Caen by Jacky Parker 
won first prize in the Details 
category of the RHS photography 
competition... 
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‘ When I walk out of my house into my garden 

I walk out of my habitual self ; my everyday thoughts , my 
'usto mart ness of joy and sorro w. 

By which I recognise and assure myself of my own 
identity , These I leave behind me for a time , as the 
bather leaves his garments on the bead/ 

ALEXANDER SMITH (1830-1867) 

*Podding a bowl of home¬ 
grown peas while sitting 
outside with a glass of wine on 
a summers evening is a real tread 

MONTY DON 



From rhe 
sublime to 
rhe mundane 
you might say, hut 
they are two views 
of the s weet 

contentment of having a 
garden and making it work 
for you in different ways. 

1 he serenity that Alexander 
Smith found and the joys of 
growing, harvesting and eating, as 
in the case of Monty Don. 

Whilst growing your own has the most 
benefits there are a few exceptions - 
take asparagus for instance. Many people, 
me included, would rate asparagus as one 
of their top three favourite vegetables. So 
what of those who don't have a garden? 


Well they miss out on the thrill of 
harvesting rhat first of the season’ tender 
spear that you've been waiting for weeks to 
reach maturity - but (and I hesirate ro say 
th is) shop bought asparagus can be so good 
these days - with the added bonus that it 
can be bought all year round. It is without 
doubt a luxury veggie. There's nothing 
quite like popping buttered asparagus into 
your mouth, savouring rhe soft surface and 
biting down on the firm inrerior of these 
uniquely flavoured spears. For the best 
bargains aim for jumbo asparagus - these 
are the fattest stems. As for cooking - 
boiling is by far the best way but if you 
have a steamer then by all means use it. 

As for accompaniments - nothing, except 
lashings of melted butter, oh and a glass of 
chilled white wine of course. 




GROW SALADS TOO! 

Are you guilty of buying pre-packed bags of salad from 
your supermarket? I'm sure we all have because it is so 
convenient, but 1 can't think of another vegetable 
where there’s such a big difference between how 
expensive they are ro buy and bow cheap and easy they 
are to grow. If you are going to grow one thing this 
year, make it salad leaves, growing from seed is 
profoundly rewarding. 

These days salad means more than just lettuce! One of 
the pleasures is that you can easily grow a wide range 
of tasty leaf crops to rival the bagged supermarket 
salads. They are also among the quickest of crops 
(you'll get a return on your effort in as lirtle as four to 
six weeks) and are a great way to fill in between slow 
growing vegetables or unoccupied spaces. 

Seed companies have really embraced salads and 
cut-and-come-again lettuce mixes in recent years, to 
the point when you'll struggle to choose what to grow. 

Freshly picked home-grown salads are better 
for you, too. Pre-packed bag technology is 
designed to maximise shelf life so 
supermarkets can sell us washed, bagged JE 
salads from around the world all year, 


but it doesn't do much for the nutrients in the leaves 
themselves. Plus many of the pre-bagged varieties have 
been washed and disinfected in chlorine, sometimes at 
a concentration 20 times greater than an average 
swimming pool - not great for taste! 

Lettuce and leafy salads aren't usually in the ground 
long enough to suffer from disease but they are a 
magnet for slug and snails, particularly in the early 
stages. Treating beds with 
the biological control, 

Nemaslug, is a 
good option. ( 
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JOBS TO BE DONE... 

April is a vital month in the gardening calendar; as the soil warms 
and daylight hours get longer, which is just as well because there is 
so much ro be done: 

I Begin to harden off young plants and overwintered cuttings. 

Remove insulation from greenhouse. 

• Prune tender climbers & wall shrubs before leaves open fully. 

Plant up summer hanging baskets towards the end of the month, 
but keep undercover until danger of frost is past. 

Start to sow hardy annuals into their dowering positions. 

Plant tomatoes ro grow in a cool greenhouse. 

i Sow melons and 
cucumbers under 
glass. 

• Mow the lawn 
weekly. 

• Apply rose 
fertiliser, gently 
hoeing it in around 
bushes. 

Continue planting 
vegetables directly 
into the ground. 

Earth up early 
potatoes. 

• Clean out the 
pond and add new 
aquatic plants. 

• Ventilate cold 
frames and 
greenhouse whenever 
possible. 




THE BUGS ARE BACK 


It's that time of year again, when all the warning lights 
are flashing as our gardens and greenhouses become 
hosts to unwanted guests - such as aphids. 


Th e best action th at the gardener can take against 
aphids is to encourage ladybirds, boverflies and 
lacewings into the garden by planting plenty of 
umbellifers such as dill and fennel, or letting a patch of 
carrot to go to seed. Tits eat huge amounts of aphids, as 
will parasitic wasps. Whitefly is primarily a pest of 
conservatories and greenhouses and leaves sticky goo 
that attracts sooty moulds on tomatoes, peppers and 
most greenhouse plants. The white fly eggs hatch into 
nymphs or larvae that have a limpet-like profile. 
However, there is a minute parasitical wasp, Encarsia 
Formosa, that lays its eggs inside these nymphs and, 
when the eggs hatch, they feed off their host, killing it. 
This wasp can be ordered from a garden centre and will 
be sent to you at your home and must be used within IS 
hours of delivery. The adults live for about two weeks 
and should lay around 100 eggs each to carry on the 
good work, but they only operate in warm temperatures. 





WESSEV 




Ground/orce 


A compact tractor for all your tasks 


New Holland Boomer Compact Tractors are the ultimate power 
tools for small horticulture & agriculture applications, homeowners, 
rural lifestylers, landscapers, golf courses & municipalities, 


The Turney Group also supply a wide 
range of attachments to mow the lawn, 
top a paddock, dig a drain, cultivate the 
garden, clear snow, clean a stable yard, 
install a fence & many more.., 
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<j>ISEKI SISIS 


8 NEW HOLLAND 


AGRICULTURE 


www.turneygroup.com 


01869 343292 robert.rnillar@tumeygroup.com 
Weston on the Green Bicester Oxon 0X25 3TJ 
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I have to confess that 
chrysanthemums have never 
been a favourite of mine, 
however, I have never felt as 
strongly as the management of 
a certain shopping centre 
where the Chrysanthemum 
Society’s Annual Show has 
always been held. 

One year the society was told 
that their flowers were no 
longer fashionable enough and 
they must find a different 
venue for their show. Members 
accused the shopping centre of 
'flower snobbery' and when 
thev asked for a reason for the 

J 

ban, management claimed that 
'mums' were old fashioned and 
old hat and would attracr the 
wrong sorr of people! 

It was pointed out that flower 
shows attract all sorts of visitors 


from the most down to earth 
gardeners to the landed gentry, 
Their common love of plants 
usua lly Transcends any social 
barriers. 'It comes as a bit of a 
surprise to discover there is a 
touch of snobbery going on in 
some places and some people 
appear to be looking down 
their noses at the humble 
chrysanth - and the gardeners 
who grow it' commented a 
gardener. 'Who would have 
thought such toffee-nosed 
attitudes linger in these 
enlightened times? 

7 here are loads of plants that 
could be considered common as 
muck - mostly because they are 
widely grown' 

I wonder if orchid specialists 
or rose growers would be 
treated similarly. 


If you yearn for a water feature, bur only have a small garden, don't 
despair, we have a couple of small water fearures for tiny plots! 
Water-filled bowls and barrels can be squeezed into the tiniesr of 
courtyards, while a bubble pool will add a dynamic feature to a 
patio or pebble garden. 

Create a container pool with a bow r l shaped ceramic pot (frost¬ 
proof) about 1 Sin. deep and wide at the top, A glazed, coloured, 
container pool is ideal for tiny patios and balconies. Plant up with 
a miniature water lily and small aquatic plants. 

And of course there Is the ever popular wooden half barrel which 
makes a perfect mini water feature. You can he quite ambitious 
with your planting and could even add a fish or rw*o! 

If you have facilities to install an out-door electricity supply you can 
enjoy a buhble pool, with its calming sounds of gently moving 
water. Again in a ceramic, or terracotta pot surrounded by large 
pebbles and stones. 


SMALL WATER FEATURES 
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DURHAM 


FARNROROl OEI 
GARDEN CENTRE 


BICESTER 


ANBURY 


CHIPPING NORTON 


LEAMINGTON SPA 


Irfo® ©aKsteco 




'AY F.N . < i 


SIP.ALFORD UPON 
^ AVON 


on A423 SOUTHAM ROA! 

Nr FARNBOROUGH, 

BANBURY 0X17 1 EL ^ 

W HERE TH1 NGS FOR YOUR GARDE 


Harefurlortg Nurseries 

A world of (3/lOlce 

Open six days a week: 
Tue - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Sundays 10.30am - 4.30 
Open Bank Holiday Mondays 

Tel: (01295) 690479 

T COST THE EARTH 
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SETS OR SEEDS? 

Used in a multitude of dishes, no kitchen garden is 
complete without onions. They are simple to grow in a 
sunny spot in the garden in well-drained soil, which 
should he fertile, with lots of garden compost added. 
Give plenty of water in the first half of the growing 
season, until July. After that onions prefer drier 
conditions so the bulbs ripen and store well. If they are 
allowed to dry out or are subjected to prolonged cold 
once they start to grow* they are inclined to bolt’ or 
run to seed. Red onions are especially likely to do this. 

Which is better — growing onions from sets or seed? 

Well there are strong arguments for both. Seed is 
cheaper and providing you prepare a good, fine seedbed, 
you will have excellent results. Sets are more likely to 
bolt* but they mature much more quickly and are a safer 
bet on poor soils, especially heavy ones. 

Note that baby onions are easily smothered by weeds* so 
make sure your crop is kept totally weed-free. 

So good for you - onions have been used in medicine 
for centuries. In addition to vitamins and minerals* 
they contain sulphur-containing chemicals that are 
mildly antiseptic and may have other benefits. Red 
onions also contain useful anti-oxidants. 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 


Domestic & Commercial 



$tienington Airfield t«UOU9i 6S0711 
Jeff Deane 078*0 741701 


ISlHusqvama www.touWhopklBMo.uk 


HAY TER 


TIP OF THE MONTH 


J 


When you buy young plants such as cabbages or sweet com, or if 
you have raised your own seedlings under cover, always harden them 
off before planting them into the soil. T3ie best way to do flits is to 
stand them in a sheltered spot for a week. Be prepared to protect 
them (garden Reece is ideal) if the nights are very cold. 



TRAILERS TO CLIMBERS 

Petunia Tumbelina Priscilla' 
is sold as a trailing plant, 
but if you want to try 
something different, it can 
be persuaded to grow 
upwards to create a 
wonderfully colourful 
wig-wam. Its vigorous and 
bushy growth will require a 
little tying in' to either a 
wicker or cane support or 
they will quickly head south 
— but with a little help in 
the right direction will reach 
a respectable 75cm. 

Petunia l Surfinia Purple and 
geranium l Antik Pink' - 
both sold as trailers can be 
treated the same way with 
excellent results. 



Spring is great 
for Planting! 

Shrubs 
Fruit bushes 





Veg Plants 


Herbs 

Demonstrations craft events and 

workshops throughout the year.. 

C ’CAT F 





Barn Farm Plants 



Open seven days a week www.barnfknriplants.co.Lik 
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FARDL I Spring Offers 


A FtUnvMj BiA 19/fc 


l///i//»f iii 


IENGIOOLS 


John Deere Pyn 41 

_a&p-£42?' 


41cm cutting width 
Steel deck 

Single speed 3.6km/h 
2.8hp petrol engine 


£329 


■-» 


"viking 




MB248 


46cm cutting width 
Steel deck 
55ltr collector 
3.5hp petrol engine 


£220 


John Deere XI3 5 R 


92cm cutting width 
Rear collector 
Hydrostatic 
16hp petrol engine 


BSP-£299S' 

£2495 


John 


ST!Hi: FS50 C-E 


Lightweight grass trimmer 
l.lhp petrol 
4.6kg weight 
Ergo Start 


£180 


STIHLusm 


• 14” Bar 

• 2hp petrol 

* 4.3kg weight 

* 31,8cc 


_BRP-£279' 

£210 


AH prices include VAT. Whilst stocks last. Offers valid until 31st May 201^ 


Boddington Rd, By field, Northamptonshire, NN11 6FL 

Tel: 01327 264844 

www.farol.co.uk 
































f you think newts have the co-ordination of a drunkard, 
you've only seen them on land. In water they have an 
agility that Olympic swimmers would envy. There are 
three British newts: the great crested is the rarest, the 
smooth the commonest and the palmate the smallest, 
which only grows to a maximum of 80mm. 

Newts are amphibians and although lizard-like in 
appearance, spend much of their active life in the water. 
They have soft, moist skin and dislike intense heat. 

Unlike lizards, newts are slow T and ungainly on land, such 
that their sobriety has been questioned* but once in the 
water they are transformed into accomplished aquatic 
acrobats and show r off their skills to dramatic effect 
during courtship. 

Newts spend winter on laud hibernating; in crevices, 
under logs or buried in loose soil or leaf litter, but then 
make their way to a pond to breed in the spring. During 
the winter they are soberly dressed in drab shades of olive, 
grey and black, which helps with camouflage, but to 
impress prospective mates males will develop secondary 
sexual characteristics. Both the smooth and great crested 
male newts acquire corrugations along their backs and tail 
and become more colourful, with orange or yellow 
markings on the underside. The palmate newt’s courtship 
attributes are more low-key. The male grows webs on bis 
hind feet that make him look as if he’s got gloves on that 
are several sizes too big, which is why the species gets the 
name “palmate”. A filament reminiscent of a lightning 
conductor adorns his tail. 

Newt courtship and mating, which both take place in the 
water, are very sophisticated. We may think that perfume 
for men is very modern, but newts latched on to that one 
long ago. When he encounters a female, a male newt 
performs an elaborate dance in front of her, which involves 
vigorous waving of his tail to waft his scent in her 
direction. If she falls for this ploy and shows interest by 
moving towards him, lie responds by doling out little 
packages of sperm cells, which he encourages her to pick up 
and place appropriately. Her eggs can then be fertilized as 
they are laid. 

Hie female newt deposits her jelly-coated eggs one at a 
time and using her hind feet wraps them individually in 
the foliage of aquatic plants to hide them. Hie egg-laying 
process can go on for several weeks and then, sex and 
parenthood forgotten, the adults concentrate on building 
up fat reserves for the winter by feeding, both in and out 
of the water, on insects, worms, tadpoles and other 
invertebrates. 

After a couple of weeks the eggs hatch into fish-like larva 
with external gills that subsequently disappear as the 
internal lungs develop and the limbs are formed. When 
fully metamorphosed they usually leave the water before 
winter, and those that survive predation and the w r eather 
don’t return to breed till they’re about 3yrs old when their 
innate aquatic skills will once more be in evidence. 

If anyone compares your co-ordination with that of a newt, 
best assume they're referring to your swimming prowess! 
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FN PILE & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 





¥ 




W/k 


Seeing is believing. 

We are the newly 
appointed local dealer 
tor the ETESIA range of 
professional lawncare 
equipment 


Honda Lawn & Garden 
range including mowers, 
tillers and bru she utters 


ST/HL 





VIKING 




Garden Tractor range 

STOVAX 


Stihl and Viking range of 

professional & domestic,- 

equipment including ^—— 

the Lithium-ion Range 


STtoL 



Quality wood 
burning and 
multi-fuel stoves 
available in 
cast iron and 
steel, plus a 
huge range of 



accessories 


AGA 


C AS 5 I ft ON SI I.IVh 


FIR TREE FARM, WARMtNGTON, BAN BURY, OXI7 1JL TEL: 01295 211790 MON - FRI 6.00 - 5.00 SAT: 8.30 - 2.00 WWW.FNPILE.CO.UK 


viCCaae Hounds 

Drirtf'r j*iia I A 3 ^ *- 


Priors Marston, Warwickshire 


* Daily personal dag care service from 7.3Gam to late 

* Full grooming sessions from head to waggy tail 

* Safe & secure country home from home boarding 

* Supervised exercise, with the freedom to run 
in 5 acres of private park!and 

* 1Z1 play Sl training sessions 

* Pickup Sl drop off service available 

* Fully Insured, Approved, Licensed & Loving Dog Care 


Bookings Sc Reservations, Teh 07734 309 402 E: dogs@villagehounds.co.uk 


m 
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OUNTRYMAN 
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MONEY IS NO OBJECT 

Or so we are led to believe. But George Fenemore 
would like to flag up the issue of hoops... it appears 
there are many to be jumped through before 'no 
object ’ becomes any form of reality. 


a ter, water everywhere, but not a 
drop chat I would want to drink! 
The experts tell us that January 
2014 has been the wettest on 
record, a phrase that is trotted out with 
seeming unending regularity. 

Although it has been very wet, it has also 
been, to date, a mild winter with very little 
in the way of frost, 2 he autumn planted 
crops have come out of their winter 
dormancy and are beginning to look as if 
they are in need of a visit from the fertiliser 
spreader. However, as the ground conditions 
are so wet the first job will be to ht all the 
tractors with their dotation tyres. This will 
keep them “out on fop". The hist 
application will be of straight nitrogen to 
give the crops a kick stare. We will need to 


It seems chat, just as last year, our spring 
crops will be going in late as the soil is still 
very wet. Unlike last year when the spring 
planted crops were put in to replace autumn 
sown crops, this years spring crops were 
planned as a management tool to control 
the ever growing menace of chemical 
resistant grass weeds. The fields chosen for 
spring cropping were cultivated after the last 
harvest and left to “green up" before being 
taken off with glvco phosphate s pray, The 
fields were [hen cultivated again and left for 
the winter. As they have now started to 
green up again we will be back in with the 
sprayer just before we go in with a cultivator 
drill to plant the spring seed. However we 
will have to play the waiting game until the 
soil has warmed up. 



have all the fields soil rested for their 
nutrient profile (indices) because after such 
a prolonged spell of water logging the 
nutrients may well have been leached. 
Because of this our crop management will 
need to be adjusted and we will need to buy 
in some extra fertiliser containing phosphate 
and potash, something that we have not 
needed to do for many years. 


If the weather experts are right, the wer 
winters of the last rwo years are set to 
become the norm, Farming in the river 
valley Hood plain will become a whole new' 
ball game. After the present "big wet" has 
subsided it will be some time before we can 
get on to the fields to clear up the rubbish 
that has been washed out of the river. There 
are large amounts of timber, bottles, tin cans 
and plastic. 1 his will have to be cleared 
before the sheep can safely go back. 

Our masters a: DEFRA's best advice is that 
if your grazing land has been flooded with 
river water that contains sewerage and {as 
they put it) other pollutants; livestock 
should be sold and not restocked before 
conditions improve. What our alt seeing 
masters seem to have lost sight of is the fact 
that tens of thousands of acres of 

have been Hooded by river water - all 
of which will have contained 
and other pollutants! 


grassland 


Who is going to buy the stock? 

Any grassland that has not been 
Hooded will already be in use, 
Getting the sheep back onto 
their summer grazing is only 
part of the problem as all of next 
winters hay crop is taken from our 
traditional wild flower hay meadows, These 


have been under several feet of “river" water 
since the beginning of December. Will that 
be fit to feed to the sheep if we ever get 
enough to cut? 

We have been told that money is no object 
when it comes to protecting homes and 
businesses from flooding, but it seems that 
the business of farming and primary food 
production is well down the list of 
priorities. DEFRA has launched its 
“Farming recovery fund". Farmers can apply 
for up to £5000 worth of funding to restore 
flooded farm land and bring it back into 
production. However, as we have come to 
expect there a number of hoops to jump 
through. Firstly, eligible farmers must be 
located in areas deemed by the Environment 
Agency as flood affected, (there will he some 
fun with that one). All the repair and 
restoration work must be undertaken by 
contractors. As there is no provision for 
direct funding to farmers (who would do 
this work themselves, the maximum of 
£5000 per eligible farm will not go very far). 
The list of what the funding will cover runs 
from the restoration of productive grass land 
to the repair of damaged farm buildings. 
However, horticultural land is not covered 
and neither is the replacement of damaged 
feed stock, or the provision of next winter's 
feed, which is something that is more than a 
little illogical, as there will be little or no 
hay or silage cut from the grass land that is 
under restoration! Added to this, no work 
can be started until all the paper work is in 
order, and by than every contractor will be 
booked up for months ahead! 

l Nice one Dave', what a fantastic political 
public relations exercise! Here is one flood 
affected farmer that won’t be applying so 
you can give my .£5000 to the old boys in 
the south west who have lost everything. 

Ho hum, well it's 3am and time for another 
round in the sheep barn, but at least there 
is one little lamb that thinks I am 
important; even if the plumbers and 
electricians don't, bur then, it's only 
because it's time for his next feed, and even 
he sticks his tongue out at me! *1* 
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Hannah Baud talks to 
Hero Brown about her 
blog, t Muddy Stilettos 


elebrating The Blog which 

C turned 20 this year 1 meet 
one of the best lifestyle 
bloggers out there* Hero 
Brown* at a cafe in Bicester Village. 
She is sophisticated and assured and 
as we relax she reveals her witty 
side. I ask her what it was like to 
work with Janet Street Porter back 
in her journalist days. “She's 
impressive” she replies with a w T ry 
smile. You can tell Hero absolutely 
loves what she does. What started 
as a hobby quickly became an 
obsession. 


She describes her blog as “Red 
Magazine but drunk' but this 
former magazine editor of The 
Independent on Sunday takes her 
role seriously when it conies to 
recommending businesses* places to 
eat, attractions and events. Her 
readers have grown to trust her 
daily posts and weekly curation of 
the best food, walks, boutiques, 
businesses and hotels in the area. 


She checks out everything 
personally. Her blog www, 
muddystilettos.co.uk is aimed at 
cosmopolitan women* aged between 
25 and 54 who live in the 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 
area, suggesting best ways to spend 
their time and money in the area. 


Hero left London nine years ago to 
live in Haddenham, Bucks wdien 
she was pregnant with her first 
child. She admits that she started 
the blog tw r o and a half years ago 
for selfish reasons, “starting from a 
place of boredom.” 


Like many of us Living in the shires 
she found it an effort to find where 
the cool places were locally. So with 
a successful background in 
journalism she started blogging on 
a casual basis initially but this soon 
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gathered momentum. She 
now has 15,000 readers 
online and over 7,500 
followers on Face bo ok and 
Twitter. 


Her sense of pride and 
achievement is obvious and 
it s no easy gig as we soon 
discuss the 


challenges of balancing a 
large family with a career. 

Two days a w r eek she goes out 
and about meeting 


other counties early next year, 
possibly in the Cotsw r olds and 
Hertfordshire for example 
and also in Wales. 

I think I have a girl crush. 

Fin struck by her passion and 
enthusiasm for the blog and 
her organisation skills and 
familiarity with her 
readership which has grown 
to trust her opinion. 

There are so many 
publications out there in the 
blogosphere its refreshing to 
find a kindred spirit who 
speaks to me with her “urban 
guide to the countryside.” 
This blog is very readable* 
with just the right balance of 
Local information and 
glamour and best of all, it s 
free! Go on, dip a toe in... 

Follow Hero Brown's blog at 
www. m uddystile ttos . eo . ukt 
The Urban Guide to the 
Co u n try side - ctdtu re, 
shopping, eating out, travel 
and kids. 


’Wonderful creatives" and 
new business people. She 
records a slot for BBC Radio 
Oxford s Ali Jones' show that 
goes out on a Saturday 
morning and spends the rest 
of the week collating, writing 
and posting. She s had some 
great perks - skiing in France 
last year, visiting hotels and 
spas such as Danesfield 
House in Marlow and 
rubbing baby oil on the 
Dream boys which was a 
particular highlight. But the 
reality is she w r orks around 
her three children - Finn 11, 
Iris 7 and Cassius 5 - 
tweeting from 7am* working 
intensely during the school 
day and keeping long hours. 
Despite its challenges she 
says she's never been happier 
than running her own 
business. 

The Muddy Directory was 
started at the end of last year 
as a w T ay for small businesses 
to have a presence locally. She 
describes it as “a one stop 
shop, a shortcut, like Yell but 
more curated and local' 1 for 


those seeking personally- 
recommended businesses. You 
can find everything on it 
locally from an accountant to 
a pil ates instructor. It’s 
reassuring for me to see that 
readers are invited to engage 
w r ith the Directory and give 
their own personal reviews of 
each business, which they do. 
Her online Boutique is also 
thriving, selling items from 
accessories to furniture that 
she has chosen. 

In its second year now you 
must check out The Muddy 
Stilettos Awards 2014 that 
are now under w r ay, closing 
on 23rd May. Readers are 
invited to choose their 
favourite businesses under 25 
categories including Best 
Fashion Boutique, Best 
Hairdressing Salon and Best 
Family Attraction. 

Last year 15,000 votes were 
cast and winning Local 
businesses were celebrated 
and received great coverage 
regionally. All this bodes well 
as she plans to develop 
Muddy and take the blog into 



CRUCIAL TRACING 
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APPROVAL GRANTED FOR 
YARNTON HOMES 

An application to build 16 homes in the 
village of Yarnton has been approved to help 
meet a housing shortfall in CherwcJl. 

At a meeting of Cherwell District Councils 
planning committee in March, councillors 
granted permission for 16 homes to be built 
at the site of the Charfett Tyres garage in 
Cassington Road which will be approached 
by a new access road. 

With much of the land currently 
redundant, the business will rationalise the 
space by remaining on site in purpose built 
premises, allowing the excess area to be 
used for houses. 

Cllr Michael Gibbard, lead member for 
planning, said: “Usually we would not 
approve an application whereby 
employment land is sacrificed for bousing, 

“However in this case we gave special weight 
to the fact that this development will not 
come at the expense of a business, as 
Cbarlett Tyres will remain on site in 
newly-built premises. This application is 
simply making good use of redundant land 
and allows us to contribute towards our 
housing shortfall without infringing on 
green belts. 1 ' 


and infrastructure on land east of 
Deene Close off Aynho Road. 


Councillors followed officers' 
recommendations which advised that 
although the location was nor 
included as a preferred sire for 
development within Cher well’s 
submitted Local Plan, the lack of a 
five year housing supply meant 
alternative areas had to be considered. 


VILLAGE HOMES 
APPROVED TO HELP MEET 
HOUSING TARGETS 

The need to meet Government housing 
targets was the driving force behind a 
decision to approve a development up 
to 60 new homes in Adder bury. 

At a meeting of Cherwell District Council s 
planning committee in March, councillors 
voted to approve the development of 60 
dwellings, public open space, landscaping 


The council are bound by 
Government guidelines to deliver a 
specific number of new homes over 
the next five years and as we only 
have a 4.7 year housing supply, there 
is a shortfall. This means they 
must follow Government 
recommendations as to what is 
considered a sustainable development 
site and these guidelines have to take 
precedence over local opinion. 

T he application, submitted by Archstone 
Land Ltd and Bio or Homes Ltd, refers to a 
site of 3.13 hectares of open agricultural land. 
The development will predominantly 
consist of two-storey detached and semi¬ 
detached homes, with some two-and-a-half 
and single storey properties. 

1 he site will be approached via new access 
from Aynho Road and will offer 39 open 
market homes and 21 affordable houses. 



market comment 

Matthew Allen of Fisher German Estate Agents reviews recent 
market activity for people thinking of selling this year 



•• Never a better 
time to sell... 


• Ho use p ric e s ro se b y 5.5% la st 
year and are still increasing 

• Highest February price increase 
on record at 2.4% 

• Demand still outstripping supply 

• Increased number of registered 
proceedable applicants 


Contact Matthew at matthew.al!en@fishergerman.co.jk • 01295 271555 • fishergerman.co.uk 
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® FISHER 

GERMAN 




Brackley, Northamptonshire 


Substantia! Listed townhouse with 
outbuildingsand large garden 

* 3 ground floor reception rooms 

* Kite hen/breakfast room 

* Living room and playroom upstairs 

* 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (1 en-suite) 

* Outbuildings comp rising 2 garages, 
former stables, tack room 

* EPC rating F 

Guide price £895,000 


15 office Sselling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 
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fishergerman.co.uk 


Byfield, Northamptonshire 




Detached stone period house 
with independent annexe 

* 4 bedrooms 

* 4 reception rooms 

* Abundant period features 

* 1-bedroom detached annexe 

* Mature gardens double garage 

Guide price £750.000 


Woodford Halse, Northamptonshire 




Rural home with land and 
versatile outbuilding 

* 2 reception rooms 

* 4 bedrooms master with en-suite 

* Double garage, outbuilding, stables 

* In all about 2,222 acres 

* EPC rating D 

Guide price £695.000 


15 OffiCeS selling acrossthe UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 
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® FISHER 

GERMAN 


Steeple Claydon, Buckinghamshire 



No. die-property with. green door * Guide price £227.500 


%resham, Northamptonshire 




Individual family house 

* 2 reception roorn^ kite hen/breakfast 

* Family room, utility room, study 

* 5 bedrooms(2 en-suite), bathroom 

* Double garage, studio and en-suite 

* Landscaped gardens parking area 

* EPC rating G 

Guide price £685.000 
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ucked away in a small corner of 
rural Oxfordshire, can be found a 

rden that 


and his pioneering ideas were to later classical seven-arched stone Praeneste. 

inspire the likes of Capability Brown Built as a place to rest and admire the 

and others, who followed in his river, it takes its name from the Temple of 

footsteps. But it was only at Rons ha m Fortune in the ancient Italian city of 

where he conceived the whole garden, Praeneste, now called Palestrina. 

and it was to be his finest example. KT . M * . , , 

JNo visit, especially in summer, ’would be 

Hired in 1738, he began the task of complete without exploring Rous ham's 

transforming the existing gardens, 'secret garden'. Approached through a 

although first he had to add wings to the 'doorway’ cut into a thick, ancient hedge 
south-front of the house and build the of holly, box and yew is the walled 
impressive stable block. His vision w r as to garden, a colourful oasis into which you 
blend nature with his gardens and for enter through a decorative wrought-iron 

this the grounds of Rousham were ideally gate set within a Cotswold-stone 
suited, and so the English landscape style archw r ay. Your senses are greeted by long, 
was born. scent-filled herbaceous borders full of 


country-house garden that w r as 
-JL- created by die pioneering vision of 
one man, and which today has become a 
unique piece of garden history. 

Nestling deep amongst the lush green 
countryside of north Oxfordshire, 
beside the gently flowing waters of the 
River Cherwell, there is a garden 
masterpiece that has defied the tides of 
change for almost three centuries. 

The narrow tree-lined drive leading to 
this Oxfordshire gem reveals little of 
what to expect, but upon entering a 
courtyard, carefully minding the 
colourfully feathered millefleur-booted 
bantams strutting about the yard, and 
on through a high archway entrance to 
the car park, you begin to sense that 
this is perhaps going to be no ordinary 

en visit, 


con 


This feeling of the unexpected is 
reinforced as you walk back through the 
archway to pay for your visit; for here ? 
you'll not find a person to take your 
money, just a ticket machine. Pop your 
money in, pick up a map and follow the 


pictures by Andrew Bascott: umnv.nndrewbtiskottpbotography.co.uk 


colourful roses, peonies and shrubs; left 
takes you to an ancient orchard with an 
avenue of espalier fruit trees, at the end of 
which you’ll find the large vegetable 
garden. In late summer, a 150 foot long 
dahlia border puts on a dazzling display, 
but perhaps the crowning glory is the 
Pigeon House garden. With its original 
stone-built 17th century dovecote 
providing a stylish architectural backdrop 
to the box-hedged parterre, planted with 
beautiful old-fashioned roses, it's the 
perfect place to sit and unwind. 


There are reputed to be over 
1,000 possible garden 
circuits, but whichever route 
you take, you’ll encounter 
pieces of classical sculpture 
and architecture strategically 
placed to surprise and 
delight, around almost 


every 

corner. Statues range from 
the romantic, Venus and cupids, to the 
rather macabre l The Dying Gladiator'. 
Venus vale, a grass amphitheatre edged 
by wooded glades and Venus at its head, 
contains a large octagonal pond linked 
to two cascades fed by water from 
nearby springs. It is also spring-water 
that flows along a stone-lined rill 
running through an area Kent named 
The Watery Walk; its course meandering 
beneath tall trees under-planted with 
laurel. Mid-way, the waters enter The 
Cold Bath, a smaller octagonal pool 
intended for bathing. Despite being 
almost three hundred years old, the rill 
has all the appearance of a 
contemporary garden feature. 


signs for the gardens', for this is 
Rousham House where the description 
'ordinary' just doesn't apply. 


I he house was built in lu :>3 by oir 
Robert Dormer, hut the man who 
perhaps had the greatest influence over 
how Rousham and its gardens developed 
was one William Kent (1685-1748); a 
man with many creative talents. 

In his early life, Kent had been an 
painter, architect, designer and 
illustrator. However, aged about 40, he 
embarked upon probably his most 
influential career; one that was to 
change the course of early English 
landscape design, and so too some of 
England’s great country-house gardens. 

He contributed to the gardens at 
Chatsworth, Stowe, Claremont, 
Badminton, Chiswick and Holkhant, 


I t's through the care and dedication o f a 
small team of gardeners who nurture and 
maintain Kent's vision that, after almost 
three centuries, his matured gardens 
remain exactly how he planned them, 
and so have become a unique and 
unspoilt piece of garden history. 


With no tea room nor shop, Rousham is 
unashamedly uncommercial; a timeless 
masterpiece that couldn’t be less 
’ordinary' if it tried. The parting 
sentence in the garden map brochure 
reads: “Bring a picnic, wear comfortable 
shoes and it's yours for the day"; with an 
invitation like that, who could refuse? 
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Sitting atop a steep grassy bank, 
overlooking the Cherwell and water 
meadows beyond, is perhaps Kent’s most 
impressive architectural feature; his 




now thi/ \/ what we coll 


ention the phrase "Roswell Incident" to many and it 
will conjure up pictures of'Area 5l\ aliens and crashed 
spacecraft. Id Daniel Gregory of Idwcester, 
Northamptonshire it represents a great deal of hard work! 

Daniel has created a Roswell style caravan, based on the design 
of a 50s spacecraft envisioned in L Dan Dare' style comics! 

It is made out of sheet aluminium instead 

pivvvood. whhh was niLginalty planned. 

and a 30mm s 50mm tubtilai steel under franuc^l 


i thing over 250 hours to build, the caravan 
was totally hand built and uses parts taken 
from 1950s fighter jets! 

Daniel commented that it ia easy to tow ant 
he has used it already to take the children oi 
holiday to Weyn 

ders if 


Wlllilw 

lililMIIHt 


1 ine wonders it a tnp to the 
deserts of New Mexico could be 


a soon 


pictures by Paul Howard 
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Take the world by surprise and give your 
conservatory a cosy twist by transforming it 
into a richly vibrant Bedouin-style tent - hot 
and sultry on a summer's evening, warm and 
cosy through the winter. A conservatory for 
all seasons. If you don't have a conservatory, 
create the look by adding some bright 
accessories to liven up your living space. 

Malim mandarin orange faux mongo linn 
sqa are eushlo n , £ 1 5 , tv ww.jusiouliving. co. stk; 
Bad Milano baroque dr rock urine glass* 
£ 8 . 95 , www.poshrosh.co.itk; Leonardo Lia 
rase* £ 28 * u 1 tvw. homecolo u rs. co m; s unset 
orange and red pure silk throw; oval lamp in 
burnt orange* £lQ , www.wilco.eom 
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Expansion for Heav 


A year ago, the UK was st n the gr ps of a 
f nano a maestrom and bus nesses were st 
caught n the teeth of a seem ng y never- 
endng f sea storm. 

It was a so a year ago that cca entrepreneur 
Howard Stubbs, Manag ng Partner at 
Heaven and Stubbs, expanded h s bespoke 
k tchen bus ness to nc ude h s Adderbury 
showroom aongs de h s we -estab shed 
Farth nghoe ocaton. 

It was a brave move, and one that has 
proved to be hugey successfu . Sc much so 
that he s p anti ng tc open a second k tchen 
showroom n Adderbury n the near future 
and s openng a uxury study showroom n 
Ch swek H gh Street n three months’ tme. 

"It has been a very exc tng and busy year 
for Heaven and Stubbs. We have been 
bus er than ever - t was exacty the r ght 
move to make at exact y the r ght tme for 
us," sad Howard. 

The company expanded from ts frst 
showroom at G ebe Farm. Farth nghoe to set 
up a second showroom at Twyford M s, 
Adderbury trad ng estate. The move was part 
of the company's future expans on p ans for 
the bus ness that prov des prem er bespoke 
k tchens, stud es and brar es. 

At Twyford M s, the company has created a 
stunn ng k tchen ‘pod’ on a prme pcs t on 
over ook ng a c uster of other we -known 
and estab shed bus nesses that a so focus 
on prem um nter ors. 

“The Twyford deve opment has been a huge 
success. We are new ook ng forward to 
open ng a uxury study showroom on 
Ch sw ck H gh Street and p an a th rd 
showroom (k tchen) n Adderbury n the near 
future," sad Howard. 

STUDY TIME 

W th work ng from home on the ncrease, 
th e p erfect stu dy es at th e h eart of 
effect ve organ sat on. 

We, at Heaven & Stubbs, have ded cated our 
bus ness to des gn ng persona home stud es 
for your needs - w th no m tat ons on what 
we can ach eve for you. 

We have created beaut fu bespoke stud es 
for many bus ness-focused and organ sed 
nd v dua s so we know how to create the 
r ght workspace n keep ng wth surround ngs 
and w th the su tab e "Wow!" factor. 

We know c utter does not work; awe - 
des gned off ce fee s good and motvates 
you to be creat ve, d sc p ned and organ sed. 

So we desgn storage so utons that a ow 
you to put everyth ng n ts r ghtfu p ace. 
We work n a t niters and spec f c f n shes 



and fee of your off ce 
space. 

Everyth ng we create at 
Heaven and Stubbs s 
bespoke. We have crafted 
stud es that b end perfect y 
nto a 17th Century sted 
property, a 400-year o d 
manor house and a new 
bud home comp ete w th a secret door. 

We am to prov de beaut fu y-made furn ture 
that exceeds our c ents T expectatons and 
de ver a serv ce that s underp nned by 
ntegr ty, exper ence and understand ng. 

We understand your needs and by forg ng 
re at onsh ps and prov d ng a standard of 
workmansh p that s second to none, our 
c ents come back to us, confdent n the 
knew edge that the r nvestment s n the best 
poss b e hands. 

Author Fe x Franc s, who s a ong-stand ng, 
ex st ng c ent, spends much of h s t me n h s 
off ce wring the atest D ck Franc s nove s. A 
we -organ sed, persona sed workspace s 
therefore assent a to he p h m to he p h m 
focus on the p ot at hand. 

To that end, we created the D ck Franc s 
arch ve - a brary accessed v a an arch from 
h s home off ce where the man user pts of a 
the or g na books are kept 

Cyberspace proved the perfect so uton 
when craft ng a study for a c ent who was 
mev ng back to the UK from Hong Kong, but 
needed to approve des gns before the move. 
An add tena cha enge was to create the 
weri^ p ace around the c ent's ex st ng desk 
that was a so to be sh pped back. The p ans 
were created v r:ua y and sent v a ema for 
approve. As the desk compr sed tmber that 
s very rare n the UK, the study wood was 
sta ned oak to match. 


“I have created beaut fu bespoke stud es 
for many bus ness-focused and 
organ sed ndvduas. 

I know how to create the r ght workspace 
and how to make t work eff c enty - n 
keep ng w th surround ngs and w th the 
su tab e “Wow!" factor. 

So ! knew exacty what I wanted when t 
came to des gn ng my very own project 

As a d rector, des gner and bus ness 
owner, t was beconi ng ncreasng y 
d ff cu t to focus on the many tasks at 
hand. So at the beg nn ng of 2013, t was 
tme to get mysef organ sed and create a 
space free from a d stract ons. 

I wanted a des gn that was more modern 
than much of our prev ous work - 
someth ngs mp e, but e eg ant and w th a 
v ew tc another future project - my heme, 

Howard Stubbs 

HEAVEN AND STUBBS 

Un 116 Twyford IVI , 

Adderbury, 

Oxford sh re 
0X17 3SX 

www. h eavenan dstubb s. cc m 


P ease scan th s QR code to 
v s t a test mon a from a happy 
and satsf ed c ent 





































THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 


■ 


www.bu3fwiseofbanbury.co.uk 




J [Si CALL US NOW ON: 

V 01295 266087/01295 253154 

45 Parsons Street, Banbury 0X16 SNA 
\ ■&' sales@buywiseofbanbury.co.uk 




BOSCH 

Invented for life 
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Dine outdoors in complete comfort.,. Sorano 
modern garden furniture - the 2 suite consists of 
2 sea ter sofa, 2 chairs, coffee table at £995from 
www. ra ttan - ontdoo r-fu rn itu re. co. uk; Serve it 
up, jazz it up, on this funky Marimekko 
Kompotti dinnerware collection, £16 - £20 from 
a selection at Heals www.heals.co.uk; Then relax 
and stiooze the af ternoon away on a fabulous 
circular Port Royal Luxe rattan day bed with 
Canopy, around£560from wtvw.amazou.co.uk 
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HDTV 

Distribution 


Free view 


TV, Radio and Satellite Aerials Supplied and Fitted Extra points 
around the house Fast emergency repairs 


Your ONLY Local 
RDI Qualified 
Digital Installer 


Working closely with local businesses 

Tel: 01295 250206 



sharlyninteriors 



Consultations 
by appointment 
01295 721 666 



Ideas and design 
Home consultations 

Relaxed and friendly welcome at our 
newly refurbished showroom 
By appointment 


I f dPfr «# 

% |01295 721 666 

M 



Saddlers House, High Street Bloxham 0X15 4LU 
ww w.sh arlyni nte ri o rs.co, u k 
ly n ne@s harly ni nte ri o rs.co. u k 
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ankerandpartners.co.uk 

01295 271414 

Sales 

Chartered Surveyors | Valuers | Estate Agents | Lettmgs and Management | Auctioneers 


Anker 



WROXTON 


£675,000 


AN EXQUISITE DETACHED PERIOD VILLAGE HOUSE 
ATTRACTIVELY SITUATED IN THE HEART OF THIS HIGHLY 
REGARDED AND WELL PLACED PICTURESQUE VILLAGE 


Entrance Hall | Sitting room | Dining room | Cloakroom | 

Kite hen/Breakfast room with Ag a Basement/cellar Four 
bedrooms | Two bathrooms Attic Garage and off road parking 
Pretty gardens I Energy rating E 



FENNY COMPTON £380,000 


A STONE BUILT DETACHED FAMILY HOUSE LOCATED IN THE 
HEART OF THIS WELL SERVED AND CONVENIENTLY PLACED 
VILLAGE 

| Canopy Porch ' Entrance Halt Cloakroom Kitchen/Breakfast 
room Study j Sitting room/dining room Pour bedrooms | 

Two bathrooms | Off road car parking space Garden | Some 
pleasant views over the fields to the rear Central heating | 
Double glazing Energy rating D 



MIDDLETON CHENEY £459.000 


A PERIOD STONE PROPERTY ON THREE FLOORS AND A ONE 
BED ROO M E D AN N EXE TO THE REAR FLEXIBLE AC CO MM O D ATI O N 
AS EITHER A FIVE BED ROO MED HOUSE OR THREE BEDROOMED 


HOUSE WITH ANNEXE 


Porch Sitting room Dining room Very large well fitted Kitchen/dining 
room Side porch (currently used as an office) | Rear lobby Utility and 
WC Two first floor double bedrooms (one en-suite one with private 
bathroom) 1 Second floor double bedroom/dressing room with en-suite 
s h o w er room Low m ai nte n a nee g a rde n to front a n d cou ityard g ard en 
to rear Off road parking and double garage | Annexe to rear with large 
hall, sitting room, and kitchenette, double bedroom and en-suite/udlity 
with private courtyard area 



HORLEY 


£265,000 


A SPACIOUS THREE BEDROOM 
PLEASANT VILLAGE LOCATION 


D MODERN HOUSE IN A VERY 


Entrance hall. Ground floor cloakroom/Shower room Kitchen 
Living room Dining room/Garden room Three bedrooms 
Bathroom with bath and separate shower cubicle | Gardens of 
easily managed size | Off road car parking and garage | Double 
glazing \ Central heating Energy rating D 


31-32 High Street | Banbury | 0X16 5ER 
post@ankerandpartnersxo.uk 

A reputation built on trust and experience 


the 

Icndonolilce 


fISJI 



~ rightmove 




r:.- 


PH.‘h HriffiE-iS* fill# 



































ankerandpartners.co.uk 

01295 271414 
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Chartered Surveyors Valuers [ Estate Agents Letlings and Management Auctioneers 


Anker 



□EDDINGTON 



PROSPECT ROAD 


* £1100 PCM 

AVERY SPACIOUS DETACHED FOUR BED- 
ROOMED HOUSE SITUATED IN A VERY POPULAR 

WELL SERVED VILLAGE SOUTH OF BANBURY 

Porch halfway cloakroom large studyfsecond 
reception room | lounge dining room kitchen break¬ 
fast room | utility room | four double bedrooms | fami¬ 
ly bathroom shower room | good sized easily man¬ 
aged garden surrounding | double garage | off street 
parking for several cars 
Energy rating C 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


* £1100 PCM 

A VERY WELL PRESENTED FOUR BED ROOM ED 
TERRACED HOUSE LOCATED ON THE EDGE 
OF BANBURY TOWN CENTRE WITH OFF ROAD 
PARKING. CONVENIENTLY SITUATED WITHIN 
EASY ACCESS TO SANBURY TRAIN STATION. 
Hallway | dining room | lounge | newly fitted kitchen | 
spacious ba hroom wt h free standing ba h and sepa¬ 
rate shower cubicle | double bedroom | good sized 
single bedroom to first floor; further double bedroom 
study/ sin gl e to ed r oo m to sec o nd flo or p retty c o urty a i d 
garden parking to rear j Energy Rating C 
Unfurnished available Immediately 



BOOD1NGTON 

* £995 PCM 

A NEWLY DECORATED,■CARPETED FOUR BED- 
ROOMED DETACHED HOUSE SITUATED IN THIS 
POPULAR VILLAGE NORTH OF 8ANBURY 

Hallway | -cloakroom | dining room j lounge | fitted 
kitchen | u Illy room j master bedroom with en-suite 
sh ower ro om two fu rther do up le bedrooms | ene si n- 
gle bedroom family bathroom good sized gardens 
to front and rear | garage off street parking 
Energy Rating tbc 


Unfurnished - Available March.'beg April 2014 


PROPERTY 
REQUIRED 
FOR LETTING 


Landlords - We ane an established Letting Agency with over 50 years combined experience. 
We currently require ail types of property in all locations to add to our register 
Services are tailored to moot individual client roqutromonts. Our fees are competitive 




WELLINGTON AVENUE 


NEWLAND PLACE 



BODICOTE 


* £995 PCM 

A VERY WELL PRESENTED. SPACIOUS THREE 
BEDROOMED SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 
LOCATED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THIS 
POPULAR VILLAGE TO THE SOUTH OF BANBURY 

Hallway j lounge large Kite hen/dining room f family 

room utility room j two double bedrooms one 
single bedroom | family bathroom large enclosed 
rear garden garden to front garage off sheet 
parking 

Energy ra ing D 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


* £850 PCM 

A WELL PRESENTED TWO-THREE BEDROOMED, 
THREE STOREY HOUSE SITUATED WITHIN 
CLOSE PROXIMITY OF BANBURY TOWN CENTRE 
A N D THE R ALLWAY 8 TAT ION 

Hallway | cloakroom sun reom/bedroom first 
floor lounge | fitted kitchen j two double bedrooms | 
b athr o om with sh owe r off ro ad pa rkin g ga rd en s to 
front and rear 
Energy rating C 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


* £695 PCM 

A WELL PRESENTED TWO BEDROOMED MID 
TERRACED HOUSE LOCATED IIV BANBURY TOWN 
CENTRE 

Hallway lounge | dining room fitted kitchen with 
white goods | large family bathroom wi h shower 
cubicle | two double bedrooms | low maintenance rear 
g arde n on stre et pa rki n g 

Energy Ra sng D 

Unfurnished - Available end of March 2014 


THE PROFESSIONAL LETTING AGENTS... TALK TO US FIRST 


31-32 High Street! Banbury | 0X16 5ER 
post@ankerandpartners.co.uk 

A reputation built on trust and experience 

































BANBURf WINDOWS ft CONS0WOONES LTD 


DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES. WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE ‘LIVING ROOM’ ORANGERY AND THE BLFOLD DOORS. AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


* 

I f 

HomePro 


Insurant: a 







lilt I'Ll 

m 



Showroom at 

IT Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire. 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email gray@banwindows.freeserve.co.uk Webwww.banwin.co.uk 























































Jeeves pendant light designed by Jake Phipps 
for Innermost - a classic felt banker's bonder 
hat with a champagne metal lining. £182 
www. fu rn itureinfash ion. net 

Fuchsia butterfly dock in a 
contemporary design to 
brighten your home. £135 
a r tt -a*.) edat 11 d\co. uk a 


HOME ACCESSORIES TO RUT 
A. SMILE ON YOUR FACE! 


Leitmotiv pin coat hangers, 
wll mounted set of two jumbo 
wooden clothes - just clip your 
coat t scarves and hats with 
the pin or throw them over 
the top. £55 

www. dutch b ydesign . com 

Dropp!A bow! with attitude, 
looks like a splash of paint 
frozen in time. Lots of 
colours. £35 

www. m ulb erryhall, co . uk 


1 bride Berenice rectangular tray - perfect for 
those who like a touch of the surreal £85.95 
www. designm y world, net 

Funky OK swivel hand shaped chair just 
waiting to be unleashed in your home. £1.99 
www. m odernftt rn itu rean dligh ting. co. uk 

Life size skull desk tidy to keep your trinkets, 
treasures (or brain!) Put your glasses on him at 
night so that he can see in the dark! £40 
www. ro ckettstgeo rge , co. uk 

Super-kitsch hot lips telephone in retro red t 
to smile at you while you chat. £30.20 jr 
www. redca ndy. co. uk 

Hand knotted postage stamp rug , 

100% New Zealand wool. A stunning 
talking piece to funk to your living room! 2 

£795 www.gifiedpenguin.eo.uk ™ 


Four Shires * homes & interiors 


April 2014 <*■ Four Shires 45 

















































Richard Walker specialises primarily in scene to express how it felt to be at that 

landscapes, many of which are of the place at that moment. The locations 

local area. M Richard shoots are not necessarily the most 

Richard is based in Launton and stunning or well-known, but he strives to 

specialises in capturing Oxfordshire and find Interesting places that the viewer may 
Buckinghamshire landscapes. He has inspired to visit as a result of his 

always loved exploring the countryside of photography. During 2013 Richard has 
the UK, whether on foot or by bicycle, visited both Cornwall and Dorset to 
and it is this sense of exploration that he photograph the beauty of the rugged 
captures in his photography. He tries to English coasdines as well as continuing to 

capture a moment rather titan simply a look for stunning locations locally. As w r ell 


as winning local photographic 
competitions Richard won the Google 
Panoramic photograph of the month for 
the L Straw r Bale 1 in November 2012. 

main image: near Buckingham - August 2012 
in sen left to right: Dttrdle Door (Dorset, June 
2013): Enchanted (North Wales, April 2012); 
Stairway To Heaven (Mam Tor, Peak District, 
Jan 2014); Bril! Windmill Sunrise (Brill Hill, 
Bucks, December 2013); Rousham Folly (near 
Steeple Aston, Oxoti, Jan 2014) 
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Four Shires + art 


THE ARTY BIT 

here is so much happening over the next 

T six weeks that I am devoting this months 
pages to telling you about alt things arty 
in our area, Artweeks is fast approaching 
and the whole of Oxfordshire getting involved 
with creativity at some point: 3rd - 11th May: 
South Oxfordshire , 10th - 18th May North 
Oxfordshire and 17th -26th May: Oxford City . 




MEET THE ARTISTS AND GROUPS 
TAKING PART IN NORTH 
OXFORDSHIRE ARTWEEKS 
10TH -18TH MAY 


Solo and Small Croup Artists , 


Site 211: Maxine Chandler. Shepherds 
Close, Burdrop, Banbury 0X15 5RN 

Site 212i Ronny Loxton, The Swalcliffe 
Bam, Swalcliffe 0X15 5E)R 


Site 213: Julie Carpenter, 1 he 

Stag’s H ead. The Green, Swalcliffe 
0X1 5 5EJ 

Site 214: Nigel Fletcher. Village 
Hall, Main Road, Swalcliffe 0X15 
5EQ 

Site 215: Jonathan 8c Roger 
Sliapley. Unit 6A West Street, 
Shutford 0X15 6PH 


Site 217: Penny Carey. 

Using sketch book drawings 
as a starting point Penny has 
developed a variety of ways 
to express her ideas, using 
pastels, painting, mixed 
media and print making. 

The fitII range of Penny’s 
work can be seen at her 
Artweeks Open Studio. Mon 
- Thurs 12noon-6ptn, 

Friday 

12noon-7pm. Sat and 
Sun 12 noon-7 pm 


Site 218: Dirk & Rob 
Pretoria us. 1st Floor, Old 
Town Hall, Market Place, 
Deddington OX 15 05A 

Site 219: Julie Wigg. Coach 
House Studio, Church 
Street, Deddington 0X1 5 
OTG 


Site 221: Alex Moss. 

Kempster Place, Philcote 
Street, Deddington 

0X15 OTB 


Site 222: Quin Coetzer 

Milt Close, Deddington 
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Site 224: Benjamin 
Corcos. Woodlands, 
Weeping Cross, 
Bodicote 0X15 4EG 


Site 225: Gilbert Csecs 

Senecio, Haslemere 


Way, Tramway, Banbury 
0X16 5TY 


225 



Site 231: Claire Reika Wright. The Gallery 
on the Stairs, tear of 43 South Bar, Banbury 
0X16 9AB 


Site 234: Caroline Chappell. 2A Chacombe 
Rd, Middleton Cheney 0X17 2QS 
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Site 235: Ann Crawford, Wheatsheaf 
House, The Green, Culworth 0X17 2BB 

Site 238: Martin Damen. Martins hand 
carved wooden spoons and bowls alongside 
selected works by other artists at 
Honeysuckle Cottage, Great Boor con. 
Traditional techniques and locally sourced 
wood are used by Martin to produce classic 
and inspirational designs. 

Site 239: jenny Eadon. Church Close 
House, Church Close, Great Bourton 
0X17 1RW 

Site 240: Anya Simmons. Anya will also be 
exhibiting her beautiful and colourful 
paintings at the National herb Centre with 
Janella Horne. Open Monday to Saturday 
9.00-5.00pm and Sunday 10.30-5.00pm 

Site 241: Janetta Horne. Sat 10th - Sun 
18th May at the National Herb Centre, 
Banbury Road, Warmington, OX 17 IDF. 
Inspired by the natural world and the 
ever-changing landscapes around her north 
Oxfordshire home. A sense of timelessness 
that invokes warm feelings of peace, captured 
in paintings of classic cars and gypsy wagons. 

Large Groups and Galleries: 

Site 210: Sibford 
School. Mac Ken zie 
1 horpe Gallery, Sibford 
School, Sibford Ferris 
OX15 SQL 

Site 220: Hamptons 
International 
Deddington* The Old 

Bakery, Market Place, 
Deddington OX15 OTG 

Site 223: Axis Artist 
Studios, Somerville 
Court, Banbury 
Business Park, Banbury 
OXI7 3NS 





Site 226'. SEEN Art Group. 

Senecio, Has el mere Way. 

Tramway, Banbury OX16 5TY 

Site 227: The Mill Arts 
Centre. Spice ball Park Road, 

Banbury OX16 5QE 

Site 228: Hamptons 
International Banbury. 44 

Market Place, Banbury 0X16 5NW 

Site 229: The Artery Art Shop, Parsons 
Street, Banbury OXl6 5LY will be 
exhibiting art work from local artists and 
their art students as well as holding 
workshops, talks, demonstrations, children's 
colouring competition and a chance to take 
your photo as a famous work of art!! 

Site 230: Restore the Warehouse. 

Calthorpe Street, Banbury 0x16 5EX 

Site 232: Fartlunghoe Art Group. Two 

sites: Middleton Cheney Library, Main 
Road, Middleton Cheney and 1 he Butler's 
Pantry, High Srreet, Middleton Cheney. 

Site 233: South Northants Select Open 
Exhibition. The Michael Heseltine Gallery, 
Chenderit School, Archery Road, Middleton 
Cheney OX 17 2QR 

Site 236 :The Cool Contours Group. 
Warden Hill, Chipping Warden 0X17 1AJ 

Site 237: Lockbund Gallery. Fishermans 
Cottage, Appletree Lane, Cropredy 0X17 1PZ 

Great Roll right* 23 Artists in five sites will 
show their artwork of photography, 
ceramics, jewellery, painting, wood, 
sculpture, textiles, mixed media and collage. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Hill ier Garden Centre, Banbury 

Watercolour Class on Sunday 13th April in 
their Cafe Hazel area. Fhe theme is 'Using 
Glazes to Create a Scene'. Spaces are 
limited - call 01295 275150 to book. 

Fhe workshop is aimed at beginners and 
runs from 10:30am-1pm and costs £10. 

North Oxfordshire Open art 
exhibition at Banbury Museum 

Running until 21st April. I he exhibition 
displays work from arrises within 20 miles 
of Banbury and will be displaying a variety 
of work in every medium you can imagine! 
Banbury Museum, Spiceball Park Road, 
Banbury OXl6 2PQ, 

Banbury & District Art 
Society 

Falk and demonstration by 
Roy Lang on Seascape in Oils' 
in Cafe Hazel. Hillers Garden 
Centre, Banbury. Thurs 3rd 
April. £3 on the door to 
non-members. Parking 
available at the garden centre. 

Cropredy Painting Group Annual 
Exhibition 201 4 

Cropredy Painting Group enjoys a very 
active and talented membership. Fheir 
annual exhibition will he held at Cropredy 
Village Hall on Sunday 27th April 2014, 

11 am-4pm, Admission free. Refreshments 
,, , a available. Meet 

U.f 



friends for a 
coffee and 
peruse the 


arrw 


ork, 


Open Art Exhibition at The Mill 

1 his exhibition has the theme of 
l Banburyscapes\ Work can be handed in at 
Fhe Mill between 11th - 21st April with 
the exhibition running from 29th April 
-31st May. For more information contact 
01295 227174 or send an email to 
rac he!. cro n i n@oxfo rdsh i re. gov. uk 



f 


Shop& 
Ait Gasses 



Free 45 minute Art 
Demonstration at The' 

IBS 


Artery on Saturday 
19th April at 1 lam. 

Regular weekday 
watercolour workshops including 'Cows 
in a Field', 'Negative Painting', a trip to a 
local canal to paint from life, and ac rvl ic 
classes 'English Countryside in Spring 
and Taint moving water 1 , Saturday 
workshop on 26th April - Trees, Skies 
and Water in Watercolours {ideal for 
beginners). Call 01295 275150 to hook 
or visit www.thearteryonline.co.uk 
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Elizabeth gamed national 
recognition as an artist 
when, in 1992, The Royal 
Society of Marine Artists 
presented her with the 
Charles Pears Award for the 


^ -i 


iz Smith is the current 

L President of the Royal 
Society of Marine 
Artists, She was elected 
to this office in October 
2013, having already served 
five years as the Vice 
President. She has the 
honour of being the first 
woman in the 75 year 
history of the Society to 
hold ei th er offi ee. 


best picture in the annual 
exhibition submitted by a 
non-member. 

Having demonstrated the 
consistently high standard of 
her work over a number of 
years, she was elected first to 
associate membership and 


2001. In addition to 
exhibiting with the RSMA, 
she has frequently had work 
selected for the annual 
exhibition of The Pastel 
Society, at The Mall 
Galleries, London, and The 
Royal Birmingham Society 


numerous awards, locally 
and nationally. 

Pastel is Elizabeth’s preferred 
working medium and her 
paintings cover such diverse 
subjects as landscape, 
marine, industrial scenes 


Elizabeth, who was born in 
the New Forest, moved to 
the North East in the mid 
1970s and for many years 
lived on the northern edge 
of the North York Moors. In 
2011 she moved south again 
and now lives in North 


then to full membership in of Artists. She has won 


Four Shires 


and still-life. 


Oxfordshire. 
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Local artist Belinda Moore has 
returned to her home town 
Banbury from Cornwall and has 
gone from strength to strength, 
her work having now been 
shown on TV shows - Channel 
Vs The Hotel Inspector, and 
channel 4 s Four in a Bed. Her 
Indian themed mural appreared 
in a hotel room, along with 
paintings chat are now on sale. 
We featured the hotel, the 
Artists Residence in Penzance, 
in Four Shires- back in July 2012. 
As you would expect from such 
a location, this delightful 
boutique hotel is stuffed widi¬ 
stil lining artworks by local 
arrises, displayed on their walls 
and also as entire rooms - each 
room designed by rhe artists. 
Find out more by visiting 
www. a rtho tel corn wa lhco.uk 



'S J \ J Decorated shell casings are the main focus 

• - of interest among many collectors of trench 

/- art. Because of rhe static nature of many of 
■ ^ rhe battles during the First World War, 

• - / casings from artillery shells were left in one 
_ area over a long period of time. Contrary to 
popular belief, soldiers spent only a 
relatively short time in the trenches, with 
time behind the lines made available for 
rest and recuperation. During this time, soldiers would spend 
time decorating cast off shells, most commonly into vases, bur 
occasionally into more varied pieces. 




TRENCH ART: 


A/ 


The decorative work on these pieces ranged from crudely 
punched designs to elaborately embossed and engraved pieces 
made by skilled soldiers or civilians. Popular themes included 
floral designs, animals, patriotic figures, unit identifications, 
battles and various military images such as aeroplanes, tanks, 
and artillery pieces. 


Other types of trench art were produced by soldiers, civilians, 
and prisoners of war during the war and afterwards. Regimental 
badges were made into pins and lockets were made by soldiers 
and commercial firms to confirm rhe bond between soldiers at 
the front and their loved ones at home. 


Fo be auctioned at Hallways next month. 


ARMS, ARMOUR, MILITARIA AND MEDALS 


FINE ART 

Auctioneers « valuers 

FINE ART & ANTIQUES 
ARMS, ARMOUR & MEDALS 

Saturday 5th April 10:00am 


• A German half armour. Hummer price £11,500 
Live online bidding via vvwwAhe-saleroom.com 
For further enquiries please contact Sarah Lewis on 01295 
272488 or email sarahlewis@isauctions.cauk 

www.jsauctions.co.uk 

Id: 01295 272488 email: eiiquiries@jsauctioiis.co.uk 


The next auction of Arms, 
Armour ; Milttaria and Medals 
atJS Auctions is on 5th April, 

Just Consigned: Very rare 
Twelve Bar Military General 
Service Medal to the 
N o r th am p to nsh i re Re gi m en t 


(pictured right) and Pair of MC 
groups to the brothers Freeman, 
to include a Superb Royal 
Flying Corps Conspicuous 
Gallantry MC group. 

William Wileock, 48th 
Regiment of Foot, was one of 


only three members of rhe 
Regiment ro receive a staggering 
twelve bars to his MGS and the 
only one in that Regiment to 
receive this combination: 
Toulouse , Orthes, Nivelle, St 
Sebastian. Pyrenees, Vittoria, 
Salamanca, Badajoz, Ciudad 
Rodrigo , Alb uh era, Busaco, and 
Ta Liver a, retaining its original 
button holed ribbon and 
presentation box. 
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CHIPPING 


"Letterpress 1 has become a 
buzzword in recent times 
amongst Jovers of the Arts. The 
irony is that it has been around 
for 500 years and more, varying 

e since Caxton. 


little in princi 
[t is the "hands on’ method of 
printing type, metal and wood, 
as well as accompanying 
illustration and embellishment 
fro m relief surfaces which are 
'pressed' into paper. 


On Sunday 11th May in the 
Tow r n Hall of Chipping 
Campden there is to be a 
celebration of letterpress 
printing... a Fete if you will, a 
Fair. We printers prefer to call it 
a Wayzgoose. 


The curious word Wayzgoose has 
been used for centuries. 
Explanations of the derivation of 
the word vary and alter with 
time. One thing remains certain: 
it is a word specific to printers 
and is expressive of celebration 
and festivity, when printers take 
time off to enjoy themselves! 


srpress printers rron 
country will be 
exhibiting their work, so there 
will be a broad variety of hand 
printed literature and imagery 
in the form of books, posters, 
notecards broadsides and other 
ephemera of a highly original 
nature. There will be printing 
demonstrations and even a 
demonstration of paper making 


aroun 


We will doubtless be trading 
amongst ourselves, and there will 
be inks, paper and type for sale. 
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FITNESS WITHOUT INJURY 

Fitness tips from the sports pro fessionals at Rye Hill Coif Club 

It is very easy to go to the gym, overdo it, then come 
back exhausted and unable to go again for a week or 
two because having done too much too quickly has 
resulted in torn muscles or fatigue. There are some easy 
ways to make sure that the risks are lessened so that we 
don't do this to ourselves. 

KNOW WHAT IT IS THAT YOU ARE DOING 

People often believe that they can go to a gym and 
automatically know how to use the machinery safely. 

The advice and tips that a qualified instructor can give 
you are priceless... the first vital tip is to make sure that 
you do a decent warm-up routine before starting any 
sporting activity. This will minimise the risk of muscle 
strains and cramps, 

EAT ENOUGH TO GET YOU THROUGH IT 

When we take part in any sport, we use up our energy 
reserves. It is important, before we participate in sports, 
to understand our nutritional needs and make sure that 
we can keep the pace up. So, make sure that your diet 
contains enough protein and carbohydrates to support 
the sporting activities that you undertake. 

KNOW WHEN TO STOP 

It is just as important to know when to take a break as 
it is to push yourself to your limits. Getting the balance 
right will make your exercise regime work better for 
you. Take regular rests, eat and drink when necessary. 
Taking part in sports whilst exhausted will mean that 
you risk injuries and muscle strains. 

If you are injured, it is important to take the time to 
heal properly before returning to any sports activities. 

Don t rush back before you are fully recovered, 

L J 


KEEP FIT WITH KINGS SUTTON TENNIS CLUB! 



Kings Sutton Tennis Club has cardio 
tennis sessions. T he dub is also staging 
a series of junior coaching sessions for 
8-10 year olds. Mini Orange tennis will take place on Sunday 
mornings from 9am-10am. Please book your place early as 
numbers are limited. Loan rackets are available, 


Cardio Tennis is now sweeping the 
country as a favourite and unusual way 
to ger fir, A tennis inspired workout, it 
is suitable for all fitness levels. No tennis 
skills are required, although you will 
pick some up along the way. 


There will also be four day Holiday Camps in April, May and 
early August to include older children. Both these initiatives are 
available to non members. 


Contact Rosie Clark on 07774 524780 




a warm welcome 
for members . guests 
&' visitors 


flexible golf membership 
ANNUAL 
POINTS 4 GOLF 
10-HOLE ANNUAL 


WIN 

a years membership 

worth £1000 


visit the website link helout 
for full details 


wm K 


New, for a very 
limited time, our 

GOLD MEMBERSHIP 
with over 
£1,000 of savings 




|| RYE HILL GOLF CLUB 

01295 721 818 

www.ryehill.co.uk/aprilfs 
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elping to teach hockey, netball, 
cricket and athletics is all part 
of England International Amber 
Reed’s job description as 
graduate Sports Coach at Bloxham 
school; she even gets to help with the 
rugby teams occasionally! 

Rugby union centre Amber Reed has 
been at Bloxham since September last 
year and during that time has 
represented England in the six nations 
and was part of the side that gained a 
3-0 series win over the Black Ferns 
(New Zealand women). 

^That has to he one of my favourite 
moments in rugby,' she said, L< as it 
came when I had just won my second 
cap." 

With uncle, Andy Reed, a British Lion 
and Scotland international and her dad 
a keen club player in the Bristol area 
rugby was always going to play a part 
in her early years. But having said that, 
it was football that dominated her 
early days with Amber playing for 
Bristol Rovers. 


At around 14, Amber got into the girls 
sevens team at her school, Colstons. 
There she played cricket and hockey, 
but when the team won the National 
Schools Sevens at Rosslyn Park in 2007 
rugby took over. 

Originally from Bristol, Amber joined 
the club and now captains the famous 
West Country team. 

Having secured a 2:1 in Exercise and 
Sports Science from Exeter University, 
Amber started with Bloxham School 
last year. 

l I really like working here/ she said. 

Originally coming from Bristol, I 
much prefer the countryside to big city 

life and this 
suits me very 
well. 1 We asked 
Amber if she had 
a favourite rugby 
player and she 
mentioned that 
Jonity Wilkinson 
would have to 
feature quite 
highly! 


l He really was my 
rugby hero, that 
drop goal moment 
certainly sticks in 
the memory/ 

Having beaten 
Ireland at 
Twickenham in 
front of nearly 
IS,000 fans last month, 
women's rugby is very quickly gaining 
in popularity. 

'There is more funding for the game 
now/ she commented, 'and this is 
being spread around all the countries. 

It means that the standard of rugby is 
better across the board. It means that 
games are much closer and more 
competitive now. Women's rugby is 
now far more of a spectator sport and 
more and more are coming to watch'. 

£ We really appreciate that,' said Amber. 

Following Amber's super performances 
during the six nations, it seems that 
Bloxham will be enjoying her 
international sporting skills for some 
seasons to come. 















Four Shires & sport 


These pictures (left 
and below) were 
taken in the late 60s 
and show a rugby 
sevens team... We 
think they were 
taken at Banbury 
School? The teams 
in question seem to 
wearing Banbury 
colours - if anyone 
has any more 
information, we'd 
love to hear from 


pictured left: Alex Cox (on the left) and Doug Backhouse are 
pictured during a break at Loughborough 


BANBURY UNDER 1 8 LOCK SELECTED FOR ENGLAND 

Colts Lead Coach Dave Walkden broke 
the news recently that Doug Backhouse 
had been selected for England. In 
addition to Doug's accomplishment, 
scrum-half Alex Cox also made a name 
for himself at the England development 
weekend at Loughborough and is rightly 
tipped for future success as well. 

In fact no less than II of Banbury's 
Under 18s made it into the 
Oxfordshire County squad this season, 
with Cox and Backhouse also going on 
to represent the County in the RFU’s 
South West Division. 

Coach Walkden commented: 11 Doug 
has battled against the odds to get 
where he has and, through nothing but 
his own endeavours and the support of 
his team mates, has developed into a 
first class player. He did not attend a 
private school, was overlooked time 



Banbury's Youth Chairman Chris White 
added: “Having followed the Under 18 
squad over the years 1 am delighted that 
the coaching team has 
produced so many players 
of outstanding quality, 
Doug in particular has 
worked so hard to earn his 
t England place that he will 


and again by the various professional 
club academies, and yet has still 
managed to get to the very top," 


With typical modesty, 
Doug announced his news 
via Twitter with the 
- L Still can't believe 


■ 1 message: otill can 
| I’ve been selected to 
I represent England Ul8*s," 
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Bag yourself a real gem - quite literally - at this 
small Oxfordshire based online accessories 
company, Bagagem. Gorgeous bags, scarves and 
jewellery, packed so prettily that your delivery 
will make you feel you’ve received a very pedal 
treat,... pour yourself a nice glass of something 
chilled to open your package and discover that a 
special treat is exactly what you’ve got! 

right: Rien by Penny Vomva - two gorgeous pink 
leather bags t large shopper £290 and clutch 
£155; Grey agate and crystal 3-tier necklace by 
bcharmd, £49; Green Heidi luxury clutch bag by 
A m is hi London, also available in red and 
brown, £80; white shell and silver beaded eoil 
bracelet by beharmd, £18; Coloured butterflies 
on aqua blue silk scarf by Miss Shorthair, £29 

all these and more at www.bamvem.co. uk 


Here are a few of the lovely jewellery pieces 
available in the new summer collection from 
Ashiana... Visit u>ww.ashiana-accessories,com to 
see their full range of accessories and stunning 
fine jewellery, handmade to order 


spring into spring with easy-going fashion 

■- 1 and must-have accessories 
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for something a tittle different - at 
£644 this requires pushing the boat 
out - this stunning necklace by 
Konpiott is a piece yon*I! keep with 
you forever. Also from Konpiott , is 
the fabulously pretty bracelet, above 
rights £82, and grey/white shades, 
£42. Go to wunv. konpiott. com 
to see the full Konpiott collection 


aztec embellished 
r „ £26 from M&Co 


tlTTTtltT Yt V TTTTTlll 1 
FfTTlTTM FT H"FTTFFtiV 


.... a&y* 
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right: embroidered rami, 
border print maxi skirt, £32; 
earrings, £10', trilby hat , £16 
Alt from M&Co 


Four Shires * fashion 
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main image; embroidered blouse £26, capri 
trousers £26, earrings £10, all from M&Co 

inset far right: "Dresses to Love J 
£105 from Betty Barclay 


50 Parsons Street Banbury OX16 5NB 
01295 269210 

info@watermansgo dsmiths go uk 
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diamond 

April's births tone is a gemstone that is shrouded 
in mystery f is gazed upon with excitement and 
wonder, has been the basis for the storyline of 
man y books ami pirns and is kno wn as a girls best 
friend. This gemstone is traded throughout the 
world and is prized for its preciousness and rarity, 
for many people is an essential livelihood in not 
only developing countries but also in the western 
world. This gemstone is none other than the most 
famous of them all ' the Diamond. 

We all know that ‘'diamonds are forever " and 
something as precious and ever-lasting as a 
diamond makes it the obvious gemstone for a 
romantie gesture. No other gem is as rare t beautiful , 
steeped in history, or so closely associated to one of 
the central traditions of our culture - marriage• the 
ultimate symbol of love, when perfectly set into an 
engagement ring or wedding ring 


If you're thinking of 
buying diamonds, 
then look no 
further than 
Michael Jones 
Jeweller 



So what exactly is it that one 
should look for when buying a 
Diamond? 

Diamonds are available in 
many different sizes, qualities, 
cuts and colours, the 
unfamiliar terms, grades, and 
scales char are used for 
Diamonds can make purchasing 
a piece of diamond jewellery a 
daunting experience. Thanks to 
an internationally recognized 
system known as the four Os 

j; 

we can simply explain the how 
diamonds are graded allowing 
you know the essentials. 

The four Os is refer to che cur, 
the colour, the clarity and the 
carat weight of a diamond. We 
should point out that there are 
certain types of diamond chat 
will not fit into the parameters 
of the four Os and may be 
assessed using different scales, 



such as fancy coloured 
Diamonds, for example pink or 
blue colours, also older 
diamonds that are set into 
antique jewellery from the 
Victorian or Edwardian periods 
may not have been cut to 
modern specifications due to the 
limited cutting techniques 
available at che time. 

Colour: The best colour for a 
diamond is actually colourless 
and void of any yellow hue 
which can be caused by 
naturally occurring chemical 
impurities. A Diamond which 
is colourless and flawless is 
very rare and very special, and 
will inevitably command a 
high price. 

The colour scale chat is used for 
Diamond is alphabetical, with 
the top grade being D. This is 
the best and most sought after 

colour grade as 
D colour 
diamonds a 
known as 
colourless and 
contain far less 
chemical 
impurities. 

The scale then 




follows che alphabet down 
depending on the amount of 
colour that can be seen in the 
Diamond. 

Cut: 1’his doesn't just refer to 
the shape of the diamond but 
more importantly assesses how 
well che Diamond has been cut. 
This grade can vary from an 
Excellent cut to a Very Poor cur. 
A diamond that has not been 
cut well will lose its fire and will 
lack che trademark sparkle that 
Diamond is famous for. 

Clarity: As a Diamond forms 
over billions of years it may 
develop imperfections and 
characteristics that can detract 



from its beauty. These 
imperfections are known as 
inclusions and can cake the form 
of little black specs, cracks and 
fissures within the scone. The 
severity of the inclusions are 
graded on a scale that starts 
from internally flawless (IF), 
then through the following 
grades; very, very slightly 
included (WS), very slightly 
included (VS), slightly included 
(SI), and included (I) (also 
known as Pique}. To the naked 
eye, you will nor be able to see 
any inclusions in any grade 
above an : T' grade, but the 
higher up the scale the better 
and the fewer inclusions. Most 
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good jewellers will .stock a range 
of diamonds from ll IF" to “SF 
but try ro avoid anything lower. 

Carat: fills refers co the weight 
of the diamond which Is 
measured in carats and parts of 
carats such as 0.25cc or 0.50ct. 
The size often the first thing 
you look for when buying a 
diamond bur don't sacrifice the 
other aspects such as colour or 
clarity for the size as the quality 
and beauty will suffer. 

A few points co note before you 
run off to your local jeweller for 
your next diamond purchase 
- these grading scales are 
universal and you should find 
that the majority of diamonds 
will be graded using rhis system 
but beware - it is easy for a 
diamond to be described as a 
certain grade bur is rliat the 
sellers opinion or has it been 
p rofes s io nally ass es sed ? fh e re 
are many independent 
laboratories that will certificate a 
diamond guaranteeing its 
minimum quality, buying a 
diamond without a certificate 
can be risky and not 
recommended, 



1 o view the extensive range of 
certificated diamond engagement 
rings starting from £735, 
Diamond pendants starting from 
£295 1 Diamond Earrings from 
£520, and Diamond set wedding 
rings from £710 available at 
Michael Jones Jeweller* Visit 
m ichaelj on esje welter, 
portfolio off nedtam onds.co m 
where we have an unparalleled 
range diamond rings to view, 
reserve or purchase online with 
0% interest free credit. We strive 
to make diamond buying as stress 
free as possible and aim to price 
our rings competitively without 
sacrificing quality. Every ring is 
listed with its independently 
assessed diamond grades clearly 
shown so you can compare and 
buy with confidence. 
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The Holcombe Studio 
High Street, Deddington 0H15 GSL 
Call lulia Williams on 01069 226522 
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hen mains water came to Hook 
Norton in the 1950s the 
inhabitants were not best 
pleased. They wanted to keep 
their tytes. Tyte (also spelled kite'} is an old 
Oxfordshire term applied to “an artificial 
hollow where people collected water , and 
tfie four tyres in Hook Norton had provided 
the village with its needs for centuries. The 
arrival of piped water meant they were to be 
dosed off and replaced with stand pipes - 
there was no suggestion at this time of 
supplying individual houses — and the 
villagers were bitterly opposed to the plan. 

The authorities claimed that the springs in 
Hook Norton, that had probably been in use 
since Saxon times, were no longer required 
and may even be contaminated. I he folk of 
Hook Norton had other ideas and promptly 
drew up a petition to Banbury Rural District 
Council, to prevent the closure, particularly 
of the tyte at Down End, but despite the 
protests, the water source was sealed off and 
the access bricked up. 

The tvies were at different sites around the 

J 

village, and even today Hook Norton has a 
I ite Lane. There are old photographs of 
people collecting water from them and the 
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one in Down End (previously known as Tite 
or Tyte End) was obviously well maintained, 
and in regular use. You'd hardly notice it 
now, There’s a raised grassy island that 
supports a telegraph pole with its attendant 
bracing wires, and a green plastic grit bin 
next to the triangular arch where the tyte 
(the spelling used on the petition) used to 
be. At the Southrop tyte, water still flows 
into a trough and there's a handy little 
bucket under the outlet. 

The village of Great Roll right just a few 
miles to the south-west of Hook Norton, 
didn't get mains water until the 1960s. The 
tyte there was used for domestic water 
supplies for centuries and was possibly also a 


drover s watering hole. Y he 
village values its history and 
with support from various 
sponsors who contributed to 
the Great Roll right 
Environme n tat Imp rove me n t 
Fund, plus volunteer help, the 
site was improved and 
developed as a millennium 
project. Once a busy focal 
point where gossip would be 
exchanged as water was 
collected, it s now a tranquil spot that's a 
sanctuary for wildlife and where a 
commemorative bench encourages quiet 
contemplation. 

There was a tyte of industrial importance in 
Shuiford. This quiet Oxfordshire village was 
once world famous for the manufacture of a 
special velvety type of material, called plush, 
that was in demand by most of the royal 
houses of Europe for court attire, and which 
was also exported to the Middle and Ear East 
and Africa for ceremonial dress. In the late 
18th and 19th centuries plush was the must 
have' luxury fabric for the world’s el ire. 

The plush industry developed as an offshoot 
from the manufacture of coach upholstery 














and webbing for horse tack. Banbury was a 
central staging post on many transport 
routes and coach upholstery was much in 
demand. Making it was an expert craft that 
gradually evolved into the even more 
specialized skill of producing plush doth, at 
first using locally available wool., and later 
silk when finer quality material was 
required. Much of the manufacture w r as 
centred in Shut ford. 

For near on 100 years the plush was not 
only woven in Shutford, it was also dyed 
there using colours of vegetable origin and 
an essential part of the process involved 
washing the freshly dyed fabric. This was 
always done in the tyre at the bottom of 
Cook's Hill until sometime in the 1850s, by 
which time hundreds of different shades of 
dye had been developed, and then the 
unfinished plush had to be sent to the 
Lower Fulling Mill at Broughton to be dyed 
using the new chemical colourants. 

Shutford s dying sheds were at the top of 
Cook's Hill, so the bolts of cloth would be 
loaded onro a harrow or pony cart and 
taken down to be rinsed in [he tyte, If you 
visit Shu [ford today and walk down the hill 
to the tyte, you’ll find a spout gushing 
water that drains into what is now a duck 
pond, and you’ll be greered by the cheerful 
quacking of bustling birds hoping for a 
titbit or two, Its a peaceful idyllic scene,, in 
complete contrast to the clatter and 
commotion there would have been 200 


completely impractical task, 
so the carriers operated a 
kind of one-way system and 
followed a gentler, more 
circuitous route back up to 
the processing sheds and 
drying yards. 

Although the word tyte is 
defined as the hollow where 
rhe water from a spri ng 
accumulates for collection, 
rather than the spring itself, a 
map showing Sandford St 
Martin in 1870, labels a brook 
arising in a field to the north 
of the village as “the tyte"., 

This stream supplied the 
village watering hole, which is 
now closed off, and carried on 
to flow into rhe river Dorn 
through some artificial lakes in 
Sandford Park. 

As is rhe case in Hook 
Norton, the triangular 
roadside access point to the 
tvte has been sealed, bur the 
brook still flows throu gh 
the garden of rhe aptly 
named Fyte Brook House, and Fyte Farm 
is next door. If you stand still and listen 
you can hear the water as it’s channeled 
under rhe road into rhe grounds of 
Sandford Park opposite. 


mmn image: a Hook Norton tyre with bucket!; 
insert the commemorative millennium 
bench tit Great Roll right tyre 

this page, top: The tyte at Shntford 
once used in the preparation of plush 

below , left to right: the tyte nt Down End , 
Hook Norton in use: the Hook Norton 
petition to retain the tyte 

and did so for hundreds of years. This was a 
point made by the inhabitants of Hook 
Norton in their petition to prevent the 
closure of rhe Down End tyte. 1 hey 
considered it part of their heritage and 
didn't want it replaced with stand pipes. 

They also defended the tyre's reliability as a 
long-standing source of 
wholesome water to the village 
and claimed that there had been 
no proven ill effects from ns 
consumption, This was no doubt 
rrue. Probably in rhe collective 
memory of the villagers there'd 
been no mass outbreaks of bacterial 
disease attributable to rhe water 
supply and no apparent adverse 
reactions of anv sort. Any 
detrimental effects were more sttbtle. 

A paper appeared in the British 
Medical journal in January 1959, 
shortly after the introduction of mains 
water to Hook Norton, outlining 
research that had been carried out into 
the high incidence of thyroid 
enlargement (goitre) in [he inhablrants of 
parts of North Oxfordshire. Goitre occurs 
when there is insufficient iodine in rhe ► 
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Great Rollright* Shutford and Sandford St 
Martin are consistent in 
referring to their tytes with 
a ll y" whereas Hook Norton 
uses both 'tyre' and kite', 
but whichever spelling you 
use, tytes served a vital 
function in the past in 

many Oxfordshire villages 



years ago, when ponies and carts would be 
vying for space and men would be 
struggling with the weight of piles of 
sodden cloth. The water wouldn't be clear 
as now, but would swirl with streamers of 
excess dye, and the smell of the 
chemicals used to fix the shades would 
assauh the nostrils. 

If you retrace your steps, you can 
imagine the effort [hat would be 
needed to drag heavy bolts of dripping 
wet cloth back up the hill. It was a 






left: the tyre brook at Sandford St Martin 

below: The ryte at Down End Hook Norton, 
improved with a retaining wail 

bottom, left to right: 18th century map of 
Sand ford St Martin showing the site of the 
tyte to the north east of the village: Tite 
Lane Hook Norton," Tyte Brook House, 
Sand ford St Martin 
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over the years, to have an enlarged thyroid 
gland came to be regarded as relatively 
normal in the village, Hindsight, as ever, is 
illuminating, and if the results of the 
medical research had been available to those 
signatories to the plea to keep their tyte, the 
petition might never have been made - or 
everyone might just have reached for the 
iodised salt! •I* 


With grateful thanks to Hook Norton Village 
Museum and members of the Village History 
Group for help and information. 


diet, and the thyroid gland enlarges in a 
desperate effort to produce enough thyroid 
hormone to maintain health. The resultant 
gross swelling of the neck is disfiguring, but 
unless rhe dietary deficiency is severe, the 
condition will not result in serious illness. 
The research showed that before mains 
water came, the population of Hook Norton 
exhibited a higher than average incidence of 
goitre as compared, say, with people living 
in Oxford. 

The tyte water was not entirely to blame, 
although rhe iodine content was about an 
eighth of the average levels in mains 
water, and its 


hardness meant that what 
iodine there was would be 
poorly absorbed, In any 
area where there were low iodine levels in 
spring water, amounts in the soil would also 
be likely to be w r ell below average, so local 
produce such as milk and vegetables, would 
also be deficient in the vital mineral. In the 
19505, in contrast to today, the bulk of a 
persons diet would be grown in the area, 
an d littl e sea fish, a good source of iodine, 
would be available either. The situation 
would probably have been better in the 
winter than the summer, because the 
dairy cows would be given cattle cake as 
supplementary fodder, which would 
contain normal levels of iodine and 
this would influence the mineral 
content of their milk. 


The people who petitioned to keep 
the Hook Norton Tyte weren't to 
know all this, and it may be that, 












JOIN US THE SH JONES WINES 
RIOJA VERSUS RIBERA TASTING 

The Tempraniiio grape reigns supreme in both 
Rioj a and Ribera del Duero, but the wines made 
depend on many factors such as climate t soil, 
harvest , winemaker's skill, amongst others. Join 
ns as we compare and contrast the wines from 
these Spanish regions and see how they are 
influenced by these facto rs. A u the n tic light tapas 
will also be served. 

Friday 1 1th April, 7pm 
S H Jones Wines 
The Old Wine House 
27 High Streel 
Banbury 0X16 5EW 

— „ Tickets: £15 


To book, telephone 
01295 251179, email 
banbury@shjones.com 
or visit the shop. 


wine of the month 
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THE ULTIMATE PAIRING FOR 
EASTER ROAST LAMB 


If you’re planning to celebrate Easter 
Sunday with a leg of tasty, roast spring 
lamb, Rioja and Lamb are renowned as a 

classic pairing., and the 

f mellow spices of this aged 

Rioja will match perfectly 
providing a real Easter 
treat! 


GOTO DE IMAZ RESERVA 
2008 1 3 % ABV 


El Goto de Rioja, located 
in Gyon, was founded in 
1970 by a group of 
winemakers committed to 
creating a new type of 
Rioja. Today, El Goto is 


the leading brand in Spain and among the 
top-selling Spanish wines in Europe. 

The grapes for this wine - predominantly 
Tempraniiio with a touch of Graciano - are 
sourced from the Rioja Alta and Rioja 
Alavesa regions. Aged for two years in 
American oak and then for a further 
eighteen months in bottle, before release, 
it has good structure and complexity. Well 
balanced and elegant, this is a perfect 
accompaniment for roast lamb. 

Exclusive saving at SH Jones Wines: 

£13 49 down from £14.99, until the end 
of April. 

BODEGAS PENAFIEL MIROS RESERVA 
2G07, RIBERA DEL DUERO, 13.5% 

Another great match with lamb, the 
Tempraniiio grapes for this Reserva were 
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hand harvested from vines over 40 years 
old in the Rafael parcel, planted in the 
highest vineyards at 900m. The fermented 
wine spent 30 months in French oak 
barrels. Impressively complex and 
powerful with good fruit intensity, it has 

aromas of spicy cassis, 

r j black cherry damson and 
mulberry. Full-bodied 
with berry r and damson 
fruit flavours, it is 
y^k remarkably smooth with 
good grip and fine 
tannins. Delicious now, 
but will develop further. 

Exclusive saving at SH 
Jo ties Wines: £17.99 down 
from £19.99, until the end 
of April. 


If- rt'rJ' 
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Easter is a time to indulge - not just 
in copious amounts of chocolate , but 
more excitingly in a long weekend 
with family and friends> relaxing 
and enjoying good company,\ a shared 
meal and (perhaps!) a little wine , So 
here is an easy menu that will 
impress the best of them , yet keep you 
chatting with your guests instead of 
slaving over the hot stove ... 


CREAMY CHEESY CRAB 
WONTONS WITH CHILLI 
DIPPING SAUCE 

What you It need: 

White crib meat* about lib (finned is hue if 
you can't get fresh) 

25 Qg cream cheese 

2 tablespoons dried tarragon 

1 pack won ton wrappers (you'll need 60) 

Sait and pepper 
Oil for frying 

Sweet chilli sauce for dipping 
What to do: 

In a high sided pan or medium sized pot, 
start heating about 4 inches of oil slowly 
over med-iow heat, 

Finely chop the crab and mix it with rhe 
cream cheese and tarragon until smooth 
(this can be done really easily in a food 
processor if you have one). 

Adjust the seasoning with salt and pepper. 

To assemble the wantons: 

Take 1 square and place it on your work 
surface. Then spoon one heaped teaspoon 
of crab mixture in the middle of the 
wrapper, before moistening the edges of the 
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wrapper with water, using your fingers or a 
pastry brush. 

Fold rhe wrapper over the crab mixture to 
form a triangle, press the edges to seal the 
parcels, taking care not to let too much air 
ger trapped inside (or they will puff up like 
balloons in the oil - it's funny to watch, but 
might be disastrous if they explode!) 

Fold the bottom two corners into the 
middle and press firmly together, rather like 
sealing an envelope, then set aside and 
continue with the ocher 59 wo neons. Don't 
be tempted to stop before you've used them 
all - this is so delicious that your guests will 
be squabbling over the last one! 

Get rhe oil really, really hot. Fry the 
wontons, arond six at a time until golden 
brown - this will take about 4 minutes. Do 
nor cook too long (remember what we just 
said about the explosion potential?!) 

Serve with a few salad leaves, shavings of 
raw carrot and a dish of sweet chilli sauce. 

What to drink: 

Chardonnay is always thought to be the 
perfect partner for crab, but as this Is a hot 
crab dish and rhe Chardonnay might |ust be 
a little roo rich and buttery, so try a crisp 
dry Reisling instead. 













SLOW ROASTED 
SHOULDER OF LAMB WITH 
SPICY MARMALADE 

This slow cooked, glazed Limb shoulder is 
juicy, sticky and melts in the mouth. 

What you'll need: 

2-2.5 kg lamb shoulder 
3 fresh rosemary sprigs, plus extra to serve 
2 tbsp olive oil 
25 0ml white wine 



ROASTED ROOTS 


Peel and chop roughly a selection of root 
vegetables (potatoes, parsnips, carrots, 
shallots), fry gently in a little oil for a few 
minutes with some rosemary, garlic and 
about 200g of pancetta. Then place it all in 
a roasting tray and pop it in the oven For 
about 40 minutes, or until the veggies are 
soft - easy and delicious, , 


1 garlic bulb, divided into cloves, unpeeled 
4-5 tbsp thick cur marmalade 

What to do: 

Prehear the oven to t60*C. Put the lamb in 
a roasting tin. Make incisions all over the 
meat, then pull off and insert small sprigs of 
rosemary into them. Scatter the remaining 
rosemary around the lamb. 

Drizzle the lamb with olive oil and season 
with plenty of sea salt and black pepper. 

Pour the wine all around the lamb and cover 
the tin with a large sheet of foil, like a tent 
over the meat. 

Now go away and leave it alone for 3 hours, 


EASTER STRAWBERRY 
PAVLOVA 

Its a classic (with a twist), it never fails to 
impress t it never fails to work - so why not?! 

What you 11 need: 

4 large egg whites 

20 Gg caster sugar 

500ml double cream 

Itbsp icing sugar plus extra for dusting 

400g strawberries 

1 pack chocolate mini eggs (optional) 

1 tbsp grated chocolate (optional) 

What to do: 


Remove from the oven, lift the foil and 
scatter the garlic doves around the lamb. 
Close the foil again, return to the oven and 
cook For a Further half an hour. 

Take the iamb out oF the oven, remove the 
foil, then pour off the juices into a bowl. 
Spread the lamb with the marmalade, then 
return to the oven for a further 30-40 
minutes until tender and sticky. When you 
take it out, move the Iamb and the garlic to 
a warmed serving platter to rest for 20 
minutes. Garnish with rosemary sprigs and 
serve with the roasted roots. 

Whilst the lamb is resting, skim the fat from 
the reserved meat juices, then pour into a 
pan. Bubble until thickened, 
then serve with the lamb. 



Pre-heat oven to 130°C 

Using an electric whisk, whip the egg 
whites until they turn white and frothy. 
Gradually add a spoonful oF sugar, 
whisking w r ell in between each spoonful, 
until all the sugar is combined, and the 
whites are stiff and glossy. Spoon the 
meringue onto a lined baking sheet and 
spread into a circle. Build up the sides of 
the pavlova so when cooked, there will be a 
well in the centre For the cream. 

Place on the middle shelf of the oven for 
one hour. Keep an eye on it, but don't 
worry it. Use the time to busy yourself 
slicing the strawberries in half. 

Once cooked, the meringue should be crisp 
and slightly golden, but it will still be soft 
in the middle, Leave to cool on the tray, 
before carefully sliding off the baking sheer 
and onto a serving plate. Spread the cream 
in the middle oF the pavlova and pile with 
the marinated strawberries, then a Final 
dusting of icing sugar. 

Then, if you feel inclined and not too 
choclate-bound, sprinkle with the 
chocolate mini eggs and grated chocolate. 
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Hi to all of the Four Shires readers - I hope you are well and looking 
forward to the start of spring and hopefully a decent summer season. 

Here at the Wykham Arms we are busy planning for Mother's Day 
and Easter weekend, as well as getting our menus up ro date with the 
change in the seasons. 1 do look forward to the start of all the seasons, 
but I always fed that little bit more excited about the spring time, 

The change in the weather and the produce that’s available for us 
to use in our cooking is just fantastic, Things like wild garlic, fresh 
clams, mussels, cockles, spring greens, rhubarb, crab and even 
early crop asparagus is starting ro come through. Sadly, the 
downside of this is chat a good deal of spring crops peak very 
quickly, so we need to enjoy them while we can {just imagine a 
fresh crab and asparagus salad). 

We’ve been busy tweaking the wine list as well. 7 here’s a surprising 
old school champagne that we've put on the list. Other additions 
include a couple of really great new whites, one of which is a blend of 
Viognier, Verdelho and Gewtirztraminer that works perfectly. That’s 
not to forger our new Fleurie which is head and shoulders above 
many other Fleurles we ve cried, and to top it all, a Comte de 
Provence Rose which is heaven in a glass. . 

4k 



So why nor bring mum for lunch on Mothers Day, Sunday 30th 
March, and treat her to a glass of one of our lovely new bubblies? 

Of course, there's always a great selection of classic pub dishes on our 
bar menu which is available for lunch and dinner time. We 
recommend a visit on Wednesday night, which is always popular with 
our .steak and wine offer. 

For another special weekday night, Thursday is rhe day we recreate 
one classic currv dish from around the world, This could be 
something from a well-known classic Indian curry to an unusual 
Kenyan curry or a Malaysian curry, all of which are also available to 
take home alongside our regular takeaway menu. 

Meanwhile, Deb has been busy working on new wedding and 
celebration cakes, whilst at the same time planning our pastry and 

dessert dishes for the upcoming summer. Think she is showing 
her multi-tasking abilities a bit too much... 


www.wy k h a m a rm s, c o. u k 



k A beautiful ]7t!i ctnhiry conn try in it witli tine food 
& fine nine'. Alsu voted in file top ft) of Alistnir Sunday's favourite pahs, 
The Wykham Arms is situated in the beautiful village of Sibford Gower, 
and is fast becoming the best dining experience in North Oxfordshire. 

THURSDAY NIGHTS 

- Curry Nielli 

Each Thursday, sample a 
traditionally eastern curry dish. Eat 
in or take away, Please book in 
advance to avoid disappointment. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

- Steak & Wine Night 
Come and enjoy grilled steak with a 
complimentary glass pF house wine 
for the great valued price aT £15 per 
.person. Please book in advance to 
avoid disappointment, 

FAMILY SUNDAY LUNCH 

Come and join us for our ever 
popular home rooked Sunday 
Lunch, using fresh focal ingredients, 
Our menu features many classic 
British Sunday Lunch dishes, with 
fine wines and real ales. 

Please book in advance to avoid 
disappointment. 


The Wykham Arms I Sibford Gower f Banbury I Oxfordshire 

Tel Q129S 788808 

Come visit our new website! 

Web www.wykharnarrns.couk Email' confact@wykhamami5ca.uk 



And there’s one thing that I haven't mentioned that will gjvwu rra en a 
chance to show off our unique abilities, and that’s the Football World 
Cup. Just watch in amazement to see how a grown man can watch 
TV, drink beer, jump up and down, shout at the ref (even chough hes 
on the other side of the world), laugh, cry and moan endlessly all at 
the same time. Probably rhe best multi-tasking in the world! 

Bur until next time, all the best. 

Cheers, Damian 

PS. For those dog-walking gents interested, the World Cup match 
will be kicking off in June! 
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ST GEORGE'S DAY - THE START 
OF THE ASPARAGUS SEASON 

St Georges Day is the official start of the 
UK’s eight-week asparagus season . British 
asparagus is widely believed by chefs and 
food lovers to be the best in the world\ as 
our unique climate and growing 
conditions make for full-flavoured and 
tender spears. So why not chose from our 
selection of breakfasts, lunches and 
dinners, which all make the most of this 
fabulously English veg to celebrate the 
patron saint of England by cooking up a 
delicious *Aspa ra-Feast \ 


BRITISH ASPARAGUS WITH 
CHORIZO... AND A 
PERFECTLY POACHED EGG 

Serves 2 

Preparation time: 5 minutes 
Cooking time: 10-12 minutes 

You It need: 

A bundle (approx 250g) British 
asparagus 
1 cbsp olive oil 

1 lQg chorizo, sliced 

2 eggs 

A handful chives, chopped 


What to do: 

Prehear the oven co 210*C 

PI ace your asparagus Into a 
roasting dish, add rhe olive oil 
and place in the oven for 
10-12 minures. 

In a hot frying pan add rhe slices 
ofchorizo. Cook on both sides 
for 2 minutes until the paprika 
oil oozing out of [he slices. 

Meanwhile place a pan of 
boiling water on rhe hob and 


bring to a fast boil, then 3 
minutes before serving crack 
the eggs into the boiling water 
and immediately lower rhe heat 
to low-medium for 2 minutes. 

1 hen turn the heat off. 

Remove the asparagus from the 
oven and place on a serving 
dish, sprinkle over the hot 
chorizo slices, and add the 
poached eggs. 

Finally drizzle over the paprika 
oil and finish with the chives 


There are lots of delicious 
asparagus recipes to try 
during the season, such as: 

To as red sourdough with 
grilled asparagus, Serrano 
ham and poached eggs, or 
rib eye of beef with grilled 
asparagus and teriyaki sauce, 
or roasted asparagus with 
chilli and lime butter. 

These can be found at: 
www. b ri t i sh - as pa r a gu s. c o, u k 
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NEVER MISS AN ISSUE, 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


ONLY 

£36 for 1 2 months 
or £20 for 6 months 


Ji 


your area 

your stories 


your magazine I 


PAY 8Y CHEQUE, CASH OR ONLINE AT 

www.fourshires.co.uk 


THE BARTHOLOMEW ARMS 

lhe Bartholomew 
Arms is a friendly, 
traditional, village pub 
in Blakesley, four miles 
from Towcester. Expect 
a warm welcome, great 
food and a selection of 
well kept real ales plus 
a fantastic A La Carte 
Menu, range of specials, and a traditional Sunday Roast, 

Recently refurbished to a high standard, tire Bartholomew 
Arms pub is ideally situated for visitors to the area with both 
Silver stone Circuit and Towcester Racecourse a short distance 
away. 

We provide comfortable accommodation for those out to see 
the local sights of Towoaster, visiting on business, or spending 
the day at nearby Silverstone. We have a choice of double rooms 

and twin rooms complete with en- 
Opening times * * * suite facilities and decorated to a 

Monday 5-11 pin (no food) hi S h standard with beautiful soft 

rr i rn i 3 furnishings. 

1 u esd ay - I hursday 12-3pm & 

5-1 lpm (l2-3pm 6-9pm Food) 30 High Street 

Fri-Sat 12-I2pm (l2-3pm 6-9pin Food) B S.k©S!©y 

Sun 12-1 lpm (12-3pm Food) TOWCeStBE 

(01327)860292 NN12 8RE 

bartholomewarms@hotmail.co.uk 

wmv.bartholomew-arms-blakesley.co.uk 
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We had climbed about ICO feet 
above our starring point and 
had stopped to admire the 
tremendous views on all sides, 
lo our right and slightly behind 
us we could see a large house set 
in the trees. After much head 
scratching and head turning we 
realised it was Eydon Hall, 
which of course,, was where we 
w r ere supposed to be going! 

It made sense to catch up on 
lost time so we picked up the 
nearby Culworth to Eydon Road 
and after crossing the River 

Yes - 10 H52 

Yes - lo Fracking 
*_s - lo Wind turbines 

Yes - to Solar farms 
Yes to The future. 


Cher well we follow it into the 
village. The fields either side of 
us were full of lambs, the walls 
to the grounds of Eydon Hall 
were to our right and the Eydon 
Sports held to our left as we 
arrived in the village. 

We take time out to visit the 
parish church of St Nicholas 
where we spot a sign on a very 
brave farmer's trailer. Our 
architect pal gives us his usual 
lecture on the churchs history 
pointing our the early Norman 
bits tight through to the 19th 
century stained glass. As with 
our recent trip to Fenny 
Compton there was an old byre 
parked inside. 

On the south wall of the tower 
is our first time piece, a one and 
half meter tall sundial built for 
the millennium. It carries the 
date MM and the inscription 
Tux Dei (light of god), The 
sun was shining and it showed 
that the time was 10am, my 
camera recorded the image at 


Peter Janes remains 
optimistic, despite 
the unexpected map 
reading challenge.. 
Better not despair 
there's a good lunch 
and a bottle of red 
wine to look forward 
to, after all! 


1 

-*■ 


his month the 
plan was to walk 
from Cul worth to 
Evdon and then 

j' 

on to Mo re ton Pinkney 
and back down to 
Culworth. This turned 
oiEt to be a little 
optimistic as thanks to 
the state of the footpaths 
and a lack of some basic 
map reading skills, 
things went a bit awry. 

We still discovered a 
couple of modern time 
keeping pieces, a massive 
circle and some old wall 
carvings. We also saw a 
12 th century castle and a 
house from the space age 

- and of course as usual 

- we got into trouble... 

My walking partners are a 
recently retired airline pilot who 
has spent his whole working life 
navigating the world s skies, an 
architect who works in the 
world of accuracy and precision 
and myself a sailor who has 
navigated some of the world's 
great oceans. You would have 
thought that between us, we 
could hold an ordnance survey 
map up the right way! 

We were lucky that the sun 
was shining and the rain held 
off for a day or two and parked 
up outside the Red Lion in 
Culworth. We timed it with 
the aim of being be back there 
by lunchtime. 

Picking up the footpath just 
opposite the pub we headed 
across the he Ids towards Evdon, 
more or less due north. We 
climbed steadily uphill towards 
rhe old, dismantled, Banbury to 
Woodford railway line. Here, we 
were scheduled to cross over an 
old bridge, however, the bridge 
was fenced off and a footpath 
diversion was in place. 
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a sec of srocks. There is a plaque 
on [he stocks telling that the last 
person in the stocks was a 
veteran of the Battle of Waterloo 
who regularly got drunk w'hen 
he received his pension! Well, 
recently, there was an architect, 
a recently retired airline pilot 
and a sailor in there too! 

Opposite the green is the well 
signposted Macmillan Way 
which was to take us to More con 
Pinkney. We stop to explore a 
massive circle that we can see on 
both our map and on the aerial 
view from Google earth. 

Ignoring the padlocked gates we 
found what we were looking for 
but such is the scale it is difficult 
to admire from ground level and 
sadly it is a little overgrown. 

Created about 20 years ago by 
the then owner of Eydon Half 
Gerald Leigh, it w r as part of the 
facilities he used in his capacity 


The path brought us back to the 
railway at its junction with the 
also dismantled Great Central 
Line where we had to wade under 
a bridge where the path climbed 
uphill to the Leicester lane. This 
was almost unwalkable bur we 
had no choice but to struggle on. 

We had two choices, turn left on 
rite lane for a few yards pick up 
the McMillan Way and carry on 
to More ton Pinkney or turn right 
and head back down the lane to 
Cu I worth. Right won, even 
though it was almost all uphill. 


A footpath through the field 
brings us back into die village 
alongside the allotments and the 
village school where the pupils are 
all out enjoying the sunshine 
during their lunch break. The 
school house was originally built 
in 1789 and is still is in use today. 
1 he end wall is heavily engraved 
with initials and dates of what I 
assume are former pupils. The 
school has a novel link with a 
local firm of estate agents who 
give to the school 10% of their 
fees to any village property they 
sell via the school website. 


10 .35, so chat was dose enough. 

The churchyard was a mass of 
snow drops through which was a 
path leading to the family 
entrance into Eydon Hall.. 

A gate in the churchyard wall 
leads us to a path that in turn 
brings us out on the village 
green by the main entrance to 
Eydon Hall. On the green is an 
old wood cased water pump and 


as both a breeder and trainer of 
thoroughbred racehorses. 

Back on the McMillan Way we 
were finding the going underfoot 
a little tough as even though the 
day was dry the ground 
underfoot was wet and muddy. 
We crossed a wooden footbridge 
that cook us over a stream and 
after a quick glance at our map 
we headed off for the second 
rime in the wrong direction. 

But this time we were put right 
by a very pleasant, but very 
burly chap on an all terrain 
vehicle, who pointed us in the 
right direction. I asked him if 
we would have been shot had we 
carried on: l No Sir, the dogs 
would have you got you first", 
was his reply - 1 am fairly sure 
he was ioking! 


There were terrific views either 
side of the lane and we turned 
right shortly after the 
wonderfully named ‘Zig Zag 
Farm". Halfway along a small 
crack towards Cu I worth my 
architect pal goes ballistic as we 
arrive alongside Fulford Farm. 
This is an amazing property that 
looks like something out of a 
James Bond film, the security 
cameras and sliding steel gates 
suggested taking photos might 
not be wise! 


Opposite the school is Culworth 
Castle - a scheduled ancient 
monument. Culworth Castle 
was built late in the 11th 
century. All that remains is a 
circular ringwork enclosure and 
dry ditch. In [he centre there is 
a single beech tree. The church 
behind the castle will have to 
wait for another time which is a 
shame as there is a headstone to 
a Charles Bach us which 1 was 
keen to find. 

Or second time piece of rhe day 
is on the side of [lie forge in rhe 
village. Like the one in Eydon 
it was built and installed for 
the Millennium. It operates on 
a six hourly rather than twelve 
hourly basis and I have not a 
clue how you tell the time! We 
had a great lunch in the Red 
Lion, though our usual bottle 
of red wine and a fish lunch are 
supposed to be wrong. 

So there we are, this is a serious 
walk, its tough going and we 
missed our four miles. When the 
ground is dry, give it a go,., 
there is lots to see and some of 
it is downhill. 

Next month' we will be 
exploring hidden Stratford upon 
Avon, assuming we can find our 
way there! *§* 
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becko ns 


ANOTHER CRACKING LINE UP 
WILL APPEAR AT THE 2014 
CORNBURY MUSIC FESTIVAL 
ON 4fh 5th & 6th JULY 
TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE! 


Da vui Jaq ues eticourages 


HE CORNBURY 
USIC FESTIVAL'S 
2014 LINE-UP 


FRIDAY 

Hudson Taylor; The Feeling; 

Suzanne Vega; Arrested 
Development; Sophie Eltis- 
Bextor; Jools Holland with 
special guests Melanie C 
and Mare Almond 

SATURDAY 

Jon Allen; Reverend Peyton V Big 
Damn Band; Nina Nesbitt; 
Lissie; So nth side Johnny & the 
Asbttry Jukes feat. Gary US 
Bonds; Georgie Fame with Guy 
Barker's 16 piece Big Band ; 
Scouting for Girls; 

Simple Minds 

SUNDAY 

Sam Bailey; Luke Friend; Kid 
Creole dr The Coconuts; Wee; 
Tomoyasu Hofei; Peatbog Faeries 

Sundays main stage headliner 
is still under wraps! 
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et in the glorious 
surroundings of the 
Great Tew Estate, The 

* 

Corn bury Music 
Festival has finally come into 
its own. The 2013 festival was 
a sublime affair, the weather 
was perfect, the music glorious 
and the crowd ecstatic. The 
great thing about this 
particular festival is that there 
is something for everyone - and 
it easily lives up to its hilling as 
the 'perfect family festival*, 


site is easily navigable - 
the main stage is set in a 
natural bowl, the 
secondary stage in a 
wooded glade - the 
walking distance between 
the two is about five 
minutes, and with one stage 
beginning as the other ends, 
you never need miss anything 
Add to that the plentiful 
supply of food stalls, the pub, 
the fairground, the comedy 
tent and the kid s area and, 
put simply, you have a great 
day out for the family. 


in my memory. Last 

it Jt . 

year for example, 1 
enjoyed a particularly 
rousing set from Echo 
and the Bunnymen, as 
well as being highly 
entertained by the likes of 
jack Savoretti, Irnelda May 
and JJ Grey & Mofro, all of 
whom were excellent. My 
personal highlight was seeing 
Wilko Johnson playing a 
highly-charged (and highly 
emotional) set on the Sunday 
afternoon, for many in the 
audience it was not the first, 
but almost certainly the last 
time they would see him play, 
he didn't disappoint. 

And so to th 


friends and the best that the 
English Summer can offer - 
there are few r better ways to 
enjoy oneself. 


Spread over three stages, The 
Cornbury Music Festival has 
everything you need: a steady 
supply of great music, 
supplied by an array of bands 
that run the whole gamut of 
musical genres. Whereas 
many festivals concern 
themselves with a particular 
style of music, or cater to a 
particular sub-group, the 
festival is populist, but also 
profoundly diverse. 


Tickets are now available for 
the 2014 festival. Visit: 
www. co rn b u ryfes t i val, co m 


Another plus is the intimacy. 
At so many concerts these 
days there is an automatic 
disjoint between the artist 
and the fans owing to the 
fencing, pit and srage, but at 
The Corn bury Music Festival 
there is a pleasing proximity 
to the music, good-natured 
fans abound and there is 


main image: 1 me Ida May 

far left, from top: Bellowhead; 
Echo and the Bunnymen; 

Cornhury Festival; James 
A rth ur; festivalgoers enjoying 
music and sunshine 

this page, left to right from 
top: Wilko Johnson; Lawson; 
Jack Savoretti, Tanita 
Tikaram; Squeeze; 
festivalgoers dancing the 
day away; JJ Grey 
and Mofro; 
festival stalls 


is year... ZU14 s 
line up is an embarrassment 
of riches - The Feeling, 
Suzanne Vega, Sophie Ellis- 
Bextor and Jools Holland 
(with Mel C and Marc 
Almond) - and that's just on 
Friday, I would respectfully 
suggest that if you haven't 
been, give it a try. The 
national press like to call it 
Toshstock', and Glastonbury 
it ain't - but what's wrong 
with that? Great music, in 
beautiful surroundings, with 


none or the pressing 
claustrophobia that often 
comes with larger concerts 


The secret to its appeal (apart 
from the setting) is its 
in elusive ness. What you will 
always find is good music, 
played by musicians who 
know what they're doing. 

This is not a rarity, it is 
consistent, and that's where 
this festival scores - the music 
is always of a high standard, 
as are the performances. 


When 1 look back over the 
years I have attended this, as 
well as other events, 1 am 
surprised at how this little 
festival in Great Tew 
continually punches above its 
weight. Performances by 
Hothouse Flowers, Blondie, 
Robert Plant, Hayseed Dixie, 
The Pretenders, Elvis Costello 
and Macy Gray all loom large 


Size is another issue, it’s 
nigh-on perfect. The entire 
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this month Bruce Cox 
extols the virtues of some 
rather splendid theatre 
productions in 
Northampton 


nfortunately* I was out of the 

T country and missed the very 

successful presentations of A Tale 
of Tu>o Cities and The Body of an 
American , the first two plays in the Made 
in Northampton 2014 season at the 
Royal & Derngate. This annual series is 
one that I always try to see in full as it 
never disappoints and its home-grown 
offerings are genuinely of international 
standard. Therefore I am happy to be 
hack in time as the series continues with 
the world premiere of Every Last Trick , a 
bold new adaptation by Tamsin Oglesby 
of a classic Feydeau farce. 

Directed by Paul Hunter, this ingenious 
look at the game of infidelity and 
marriage takes to Northampton's Royal 
stage from 18th April to 10th May 


uniting the comic talents of members of 
leading theatre companies Spymonkey 
and Told By An Idiot. I have seen and 
always been hugely amused by previous 
productions of these two companies, so 
am really Looking forward to seeing them 
come together at Northampton again. 

Based on Georges Feydeau's Le Systeme 
Ribadier , first staged in 1892, the 
setting of Every Last Trick has been 
updated to the 1920s, where a charming 
politician and his glamorous new wife 
evoke a picture of marital bliss. Her 
first husband was a liar and a cheat. Her 
second is a different batch of 
chromosomes altogether. Not only is he 
Chairman of the Feminist Forum but he 
clearly adores his wife. In fact, he says 
so repeatedly - usually on Thursday 
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MADE IN NORTHAMPTON 2014 


nights when he goes out to 'stretch his 
legs'. Her suspicions about his real 
activities are obviously hormonal. But 
when he resorts to illusion to maintain 
the delusion, well, there’s a lot of 
confusion. If experience has taught her 
anything it s the need to fight fire with 
fire, lies with more lies and every last 
trick with pure magic... 

This comic marvel from the master of 
French farce is given new life by playwright 
Tams in Oglesby, whose credits include 
Really Old\ Like 45 at the National 
Theatre, and The Mouse and His Child for 
the Royal Shakespeare Company. That one 
was co-directed by Paul Hunter, who is a 
joint Artistic Director of the Told By An 
Idiot theatre company. 

The cast features masters of clowning 
Toby Park and Aitour Basouri, joint 
Artistic Directors of Spymonkey^ who I 
saw previously at Northampton in the 
Royal Derogate co-productions 
Oedipttssy and Moby Dick, both of 
which were brilliant. They are joined by 
Sophie Russell, who has worked 
extensively for the RSC in plays such as 
The Comedy Of Errors, as well as 
appearing in a number of Told By An 
Idiot productions. 

The play’s designer is Lucy Bradridge, 
whose previous w r ork at Royal & 
Derogate includes last years 50th 
anniversary production of Alan 
Ayckbourn's Mr Whatnot , as well as the 
Spymonkey co-production Oedipussy. 
The production also re-unites regular 
Told By An Idiot collaborators, sound 
designer Adrienne Quartly and lighting 
designer Philip Gladwell, whose superb 
work I last saw in Northampton in the 
theatre's productions of The Bacchae 
and Blood Wedding - the first two plays 
in its nationally-acclaimed Festival Of 
Chaos trilogy. 

DEALER'S CHOICE 

And just recently I have learned that the 
final summer production in the Made in 
Northampton 2014 season will he 
Patrick Marber's award-winning play 
Dealer's Choice. It will be on the Royal 
stage from 23rd May to 14th June, and 
will then transferring to Oxford 
Playhouse for a week to give Four Shires 
readers another opportunity to see it. 

Family, friendship and honour are tested 
in Patrick Marber’s brilliantly funny 


story of male camaraderie and 
obsession, set in the gritty world of 
amateur poker. When first staged at the 
National Theatre in 1995 the play 
won the Evening Standard Award for 
Best Comedy. 

This new production is directed 
by Michael Longhurst whose recent 
credits include the Royal Court 
production of Constellations^ which 
transferred to the West End, winning the 
Evening Standard Award for Best Play 
and receiving four Olivier nominations. 
Longhurst also directed the American 
stage debut of Academy Award nominee 
Jake Gyllenhaal in Nick Payne’s If There 
is I Haven t Found it IcA at the 
Roundabout Theater in New York. 

Speaking of Longhursfs involvement, 
Royal & Derngate's Artistic Director 
James Dacre commented: “Were 
thrilled that Michael will be bringing 
Patrick Marber's exhilarating 
breakthrough play to our region's 
audiences, demonstrating why one of 
the most iconic plays of the 1990s 
remains powerfully relevant today. ' 

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 

Finally all fans of musicals should note 
that one of the world’s favourite 
musicals, Fiddler on the Roof comes to 
the Derugate stage from 22nd to 26th 
April, in a new production directed and 
choreographed by Craig Revel Horwood, 
the Strictly Come Dancing judge and 
master of musical stage dance sequences. 

To those of us who enjoyed life in the 
1970s, Paul Michael Glaser will forever 
be a cult Figure for his role as Starsky 
in the TV series Starsky and Hutch. 

But he won’t be hurling himself across 
car bonnets in pursuit of the bad guys 
in this one! He plays the lead role of 
the wise old village patriarch Tevye in 
this joyful yet often poignant story 
which is set during the time of the 
pogroms against the Jews in Czarist 
Russia and the beginnings of the 
Communist revolution that saw the 
autocratic ruler's overthrow. 

What many people, myself included, 
probably didn’t realise was that Glaser 
also starred in the classic 1971 film 
musical version of Fiddler on the Roof 
In that one he was still in his athletic 
car jumping days although there were 
no cars to jump in the movie. Instead 


he took one of the leading roles as the 
young student and Bolshevik 
revolutionary Perchik, who falls in love 
with Tevye's second daughter. 

Fiddler on the Roof \s one of the most 
popular and beloved of all stage 
musicals and one of Broadway's longest- 
running of all time with a marathon run 
of over 13 years and over 3,000 
performances from its premiere in 1964. 
It won nine Tony Awards, had four 
Broadway revivals and was made into a 
film of the same name starring Topol. 
This new production captures all the 
emotions of laughter and joy to tears 
and sadness and is filled to the brim 
with memorable and instantly 
recognisable songs including If I Were a 
Rich Man , Matchmaker Matchmaker, 
Sunrise Sunset^ To Life , Tradition and 
many more. 

Tevye is the local milkman in his village 
of Anatevka and has always stuck by his 
traditions. But suddenly his headstrong 
daughters decide that they want to 
marry for love rather than accept 
whatever Yente the Matchmaker comes 
up w r ith. Tevye loves his daughters and 
wants them to make the marriage of 
their choice hut first has to convince his 
wife, and the villagers, that tradition is 
all well and good but, even so, the 
w r orld will still move on in the end. 

That realisation is particularly poignant 
in view of the fact that it comes at a 
time when not only are Russian Jews 
being expelled from their homeland in 
their thousands but that the homeland 
they are leaving is about to undergo one 
of the biggest political upheavals of the 
20 th century, 

During its relatively short tour so far, 
this particular production has already 
picked up three nominations in the 
Manchester Evening News Awards 
2014: Best Actor in a Visiting 
Production for Paul Michael Glaser; 

Best Actress in a Visiting Production for 
Karen Mann; and Best Musical, Also, in 
November 2013 Emily O'Keeffe, who 
plays Tzeitel, won the Best Featured 
Actress in a New r Production of a 
Musical in the regional category of the 
Broadway World UK Awards. 

Get further derails and ticket pricings of 
all productions featured by calling the 
Box Office on 01604 624811 or visit 
www. royal a n dd e r nga te. co. uk. 
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GIDDY UPI 

Back in the 60s, when 
Banbury had the biggest 
cattle market in the world, 
agricultural shows were 
more diverse and attracted a 
great deal of attention. Even 
smaller events such as 
Slakes ley Show and Bra ties 
Show were dates not to be 
missed\ We think the 
pictures here were taken at 
the Oxfordshire Show, that 
used to be held in the fields 
near where the Oxford 
Airport is today ♦ We love the 
picture of the cow being 
jumped and the salute at 
what, one imagines, is the 
end of the performance! 
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HUNT AT THE BLACKLOCKS ARMS 

These pictures were taken in 1968 and show a hunt 
meeting in the back yard of the Black!ockl Arms on 
the Middleton Road in Grtmshury, Banbury. The 
Blue blocks Arms used to be positioned where the Iesco 
Express is nowadays - the pub was demolished some six 
years ago now , It is interesting to see the hunt (we 
dont know which hunt it was) at The Black lock's 
Arms as the area is now very much built upon. Back 
in the late 60s this was obviously the edge of town . 


CALEDONIANS 

We know there is a Caledonian Society in Banbury, and this 
picture shows a Caledonian from the 60s ♦ 

We think we can identify one Mr Forsyth-Lawson ,.« but who 
were the others I 


MARKET PLACE 

Another picture of 
Banbury in the 60s * 
This shows a crowd 
gathering for an event 
in the Market Place. 

It is interesting to look 
at the old buildings 
and try to decipher 
what organisations 
now occupy the 
buildings f 
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LAMPREYS 


Many thanks to Simon 
Bradshaw of Lamprey 
Agriculture Ltd for popping 
in to our offices with this old 
picture « He thinks it was 
taken in the late 30s and it 
features two ladies who 
worked at the famous 
Lampreys building in 
Banbury . His father thinks 
that one of the ladies was 
called Miss Kim mell and the 
other he only remembers as 
Dorothyl Does anyone know 
any more about the picture? 


WRESTLERS 


This picture dates from 
1960 and shows two 
wrestlers at a venue in 
Banbury? We know that 
wrestling used to take 
place at The Winter 
Gardens in Banbury, but 
we don't think it is there 
as the roof looks too high 
and 'industrial \ Could 
this have taken place at 
Banbury Cattle market? 
Does anybody know any 
more? Wed love to hear 
from you if you do - 






1 



This picture teas taken in 1968 and 
shows that floods on the road to 
Kings Sutton are nothing new 


SCHOOL BUS 


Can you remember when 
you had to dress up to go 
on a school tripl We 
think this picture was 
taken in the early 60s 
and it obviously shows a 
school trip - What was 
the school and what was 
the trip we wonder? 
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o commemorate the First 
World War centenary year 
Blenheim Palace will host 
a fascinating World War 


One exhibition 'A Great Estate 
at War - Land, Sea and Air', 
until 21st April, exploring tire 
stories behind the family 
members and workers on the 
Blenheim Estate. 


Visitors will he able to see how 
morale was kept high during the 
war years, 1 here are fascinating 
accounts of the "flying cousins’, 
relations of The Marlborough 
family who served in the Royal 
Flying Corps in France. Photos 
of the cousins, models of the 
aircraft they would have flown, 
and the clothing they would 
have worn to keep them warm 
whilst flying are on display. 

Oscar Guest, who was cousin to 
the 9th Duke flew on many 
reconnaissance and combat 
missions over no-man's land and 
behind the German lines. 


Extracts of his never seen before 
diary will he on show as well as 
an original propeller from a 
Sop with Camel that he flew. 

During the war, the Long 
Library at Blenheim became a 
convalescent hospital. The 
exhibition will use medical 
equipment from rhe time, 
kindly donated by the Red 
Cross, to recreate a small section 
of this hospital. 



Visitors will be able to peruse a 
derailed family tree that shows 
that men from every branch of 
the family were either fighting 
in the air, in the trenches or at 
sea. The exhibition will also 
include a snapshot of Winston 
Church ills service in the front 
line and show how the 
formidable ladies of Blenheim 
made a remarkable contribution 
to the war effort. 

To bring the subject of war full 
circle to the present day and to 
honour the men and women 
who so bravely fight for our 
country today, Blenheim 
Palace have partnered with 
Help for Heroes and the Welsh 
Guards Afghanistan Appeal. A 
dedicated collection for these 
two charities will take place 
during the exhibition to raise 
vital funds. The exhibition bas 
a display that shares the story 
of Lieutenant Colonel Rupert 
1 horneloe, who worked for 
Blenheim Palace between the 


r A book commemorating 
Banbury’s role in the First 
World War will be 
published in August 
thanks to a grant from the 
Lottery Heritage Fund. 

Banbury Town Council 
has received £10*000 from 
the fund’s First World 
War^ Then and Now 
programme and the book: 
Banbury - the history and 
heritage of World War 
One will be made available 
free of charge to libraries 
and schools and to the 
first 1,000 people who 
request a copy. 

It is well known that 
Banbury had a massive 
munitions factory in 
Grinisbury and anyone 
who has stories connected 
to this or any other link to 
the First World War are 
encouraged to share their 
recollections. 

The book will be written 
by Banbury journalist 
Julian Dancer, He is at the 
town ball on Tuesdays and 
Fridays (9:00am to 
2:00pm) and anyone with 
items of interest can call 
in or telephone 01295 
250340 or ema ill jul ian. 
dance r@' b an b u ry. gov, uk. 
He ’will also visit anyone 
who cannot make it into 
the town hall. 

The book will be launched 
on August 4th this year. 


age of 17 and 18 and whose 
mother has worked for 
Blenheim Place for many 
years. Rupert was tragically 
killed in action in Helmand 
Province in 2009. •£* 

pictures show: Lady Henrietta 
Spencer Churchill opening the 
exhibition , a display sharing the 
story of Lt Co! Rupert Thorn eloe 
and his to ric pictu res fro m WWl 



APR L 2014 * FOUR SHIRES 79 





























































Four Shires ❖ education 



SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN? 

KEEP THEM OCCUPIED OVER EASTER 
WITH LOCAL EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITES 

Pat on a Play in a Week - Creation Theatre 
(Leekford Place School t Oxford) 

Promising to make Shakespeare exciting for all 
those aged from 6 to 12, these hands-on 
workshops are led by theatre professionals who 
give attendees a choice of three classic plays to 
create within tire week. With each workshop 
limited to only 16 places, every child will get a 
chance to take centre stage for their five 
minutes of fame, 


The Jangle Book - 
The Mill Arts Centre 
(Banbury - 9th April) 

The tropical story of 
Mowgli and his motley 
jungle crew is being 
brought to life by 
Image Musical 1 heat re, 
who specialise in 
musical theatre for Primary school ages and 
their families. On a nationwide tour, the 
company will be hitting The Mill Art Centre, 
Banbury, for one day only - expect spectacular 
costumes and plenty of audience participation. 



www. creatio n t h eat r e .co. u k 


www. t h e m i 1 lar rsce n t re .co. u k 


daibV 


IVtILK.' 


-T0 h l| 

(Mill i^l h 


% 


Easter Eggstra vaganza 
at Cadburys World 
(Boumeville, 
Birmingham) 

Where better to start 
Easter with a bang 
than the home of 
chocolate? Cadburys 
World have a 


jam-packed events 

programme including Easter egg trails, creative 
Easrer bonnet competitions and the chance to 
get your hands on unique, hand-deco rated 
eggs from the chocolatier masters. 


Warwick Castles 1100th Birthday 
From 5th April 

Warwick Castle may no longer be able to fit all 
the candles on their cake, but they still know 
how to celebrate a birthday in style. Brand 
new shows are starting in commemoration of 
the jubilations, including Flight of the Eagles 
- with the UK’s only free-flying Andean 
Condor (the worlds largest bird of prey with a 
whopping 10 metre wingspan), and the return 
of the Horrible Histories Foul Favres. 

J 

www. wa r w i ek-cas tie. c o m 
Blenheim Palace (Oxfordshire) 



There's action for all 






— 


ages this Easter at 
Blenheim Palace. 
Younger ones will 
appreciate VIP 
appearances from Peppa 
Pig and Fireman Sam 
during the Easter 
Entertainment 
weekend, while 7 to 16 
year olds can get a crash 
course in action and 
survival with the Active 
Adventure Kids Camp 
- a week-long 
extravaganza including 
Kayaking, Raft 
Building, Backwoods 
cooking and much 
more, Of course, there's 
no age limit on the 
Blenheim Palace Easter 
Egg Hunt - with a 
promise of prizes galore. 


www. cadb u r ywo rl d. co. u k 


Taking you where you want to go,^ 


A modern first class reliable service for 


IlLiUrCi-l L-. bill 


QM 
£ ■/ 


all your coaching needs 

14 -70 seat coaches available 


A 


Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, 0X16 4RZ 

www.cheneycoaches.co.uk travel@cheneycoacries.co.uk 


J 


www. blenheim palace. 


com 


Bngtopia at 
Grecntrunks Garden 
Centre (Kettering, 

No rthampto nsh ire) 

We expect nothing but 
the best from local 


beastie-enthusiasts at I he Green trunks Garden 
Centre, and it looks like they're delivering, as 
they've just been nominated for Best Family 

E)av Out in the L What’s On 4' awards in the 

* 

Junior section. With hands-on interaction 
with all creatures big and small plus 
educational talks from the in-house handler, 
they're a winner for .some Easter fun that 

Jr 

doesn't involve bunnies or eggs. 

www. green tr u n Its. co.uk 

The Big Bats ford Chicken Plant (Batsford 
Arboretum & Garden Centre , Gloucestershire) 

Tired of Easter Egg hunts already? Bats ford 
Arboretum have the perfect spring-themed 
alternative. Once the adults are done admiring 
the stunning botanical collection (spanning 56 
acres in total), the children can take a turn at 
chicken-hunting in the grounds to find our 
just who started all the egg-abandoning (and 
maybe even work out which came first...) 

www.batsarb.co.uk 



Rhino Week - Cotstrold Wildlife Park 
( Glonces ter shire) 

Spring is all about getting back in touch with 
nature - and there s exciting nature in 
abundance at the Cotswold Wildlife Park, who 
are collaborating with the lusk Trust to bring 
you Rhino Week. From ralks to rhino-based 
activities, all with conservation of the mighty 
but endangered species in mind, this is a 
fun-packed week that is guaranteed to trump 
your average garden wildlife spotting. 

www. co ts wo Id wi 1 d l i fe p a rk. co. u k 

Gloucester City Museum (Gloucestershire) 

Calling all aspiring artists - let the children 
get crafty with a choice of workshops* 
including felt chick crafting and a self- 
portrait master class. 


venues, glou ces t e r. gov, u k 
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SIBFORD STALWART 


Sibford stalwart has 
retired after spending 
more than half a century 
working at the school, 

Philip Gilbert joined the grounds 
staff at the Quaker school near 
Banbury on 24th August 1963 at 
the age of 14. He retired on 24th 
February 2014, the date of his 
63th birthday. 

'Tve loved working at the 
school,'' said Philip. “When I 
started there were six of us 
looking after the grounds, but 
over the years we’ve got more and 
more machinery, so now were 
down to a team of three. I never 
thought that this would be my 
only place of work and I’m sad to 
leave but i need more time to take 
care of my mother who is 87.” 


Sibford opened its Junior 
School and in 2000 the Manor 
was sold paving the way for the 
opening of a new Art and Music 
block in 2001 and the 
swimming pool in 2002. 

Head at the school at the time 
Philip started working w r as 
Jonas Fielding, who joined 
Sibford in April 1962. 
Subsequent heads during 
Philips time were Kenneth 
Greaves, Jim Graham, John 
Dunsron, Sue Freestone 
and current head Michael 
Goodwin, who arrived at 
Sibford in 2004. 

“Compared to Philip Fm the 
new boy,' says Michael 
Goodwin. M What is remarkable 
is that in the school’s 172 year 
history we have only had a total 
of 11 heads ... and Philip has 
worked with six of them!” 

Philip is very much a local lad. 
He has lived most of his life in 
Sibford Gower and is a 
regularly seen cycling around 
the country lanes. To mark his 
retirement colleagues clubbed 
together to buy Philip a new 
bike. Sibford's resident potter, 
Richard Phethean, also created 
a special ceramic tankard 
etched with the following 
words: ‘Its time to down tools, 
fill thy cup with the ale, for 




Over his years at the school 
Philip has witnessed numerous 
changes. Back in the 1960s the 
population of the school was 
around 260... today Sibford 
boasts nearly 400 pupils between 
the ages of 3 to 18. The school 
Philip joined was based at two 
locations, its current 50-acre site 
and the Manor, which was 
located across the road in the 
village of Sibford Ferris. In 1989 


thy loyal service ye be the toast 
of Sibford Friends.' Not that 
Philip will actually be downing 
tools just yet, “I love my 
gardening,” he said. “So I 
won't be stopping doing that, 
Tve got a small garden at home 
with roses and vegetables 
which I’ll be tending to and I 
also hope to be doing bits and 
bobs in some of my 
neighbour’s gardens,” 



Open Morning 

Saturday 10th May 2014 at 9.45am 


Contact to reserve a place 

E3 ad missionsudorhall5chool.com 
S 01295 756276 
% www.tudorhallschool.com 

Wykham Park - Banbury * Oxfordshire . 0X16 9UR 

A ■tiiblrittJ dirtily No 19+2733 
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Sibford School, Sibford Ferris, Banbury OX15 SQL 
Telephone: 01295 781203 
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Permitted Development Rights 
and Agricultural Buildings 


Around a year ago I wrote an article on the changes to Permitted 
Development Rghts. and the ways that property owners could change 
the use of their existing buildings without the need to obtain planning 
consent - something that is often costly and time consuming. 


At that lime there was talk about 
the changes being extended to 
encompas agricultural build ings 
and allowing changesto 
residential use within the realms 
of permitted development. This 
wasthe subject of Government 
Consultation in the autumn of 
2013 and Nick Boles MR of the 
Department for Communities and 
Loc a I Government has recently 
confirmed the Government's 
intention to allow further changes 
to go ahead. 

Publication of the reform sis 
expected in April, and at the 
time of writing much of the detail 
is still to be provided. However, 
the ministerial statement has 
referred to a maximum of 450 
square meters (4.043 square feet) 
of agricultural buildingsbeing 
able to change to a maximum 
of three houses, and restrictions 
in sensitive locations sue h as 
National Farksand Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Ex citing 

This is a very exciting 
development in the planning 
sectorand could provide a 
huge opportunity for farmers 
to change the use of buildings 
where it would not previously 
have been possible. For many 
years the possibility of obtaining 
consent for conversion of a 
bam to residential use seemed 
unfeasible due to the costsand 
rid^s involved. This legislation 
could dramatically alter that 
postion and offer farmers and 
Sandownersthe potential to 
add value to buildingsthat 



Amy Hutsby 


would otherwise be unsuitable 
for agricultural or commercial 
purposes. 

It must be noted that although 
the change of use will be 
permitted development, other 
aspects of an application will 
still need planning approval 
such asthe impact on the 
location, the siting and design, 
"this is likely to be monitored 
through a prior approval system. 
It is also highly likely that any 
changes will be time critical., 
just asthe cha nges broug ht in 
last year are intended to only 
be available until May 2016. it is 
likely that this legislation will only 
run for a short period. 

It is the re to re worth considering 
now if you have any buildings 
that may be suitable, it is also 
worth bearing in mind before 
making any changes, there 
could be tax implic ations such 


as Capital Gains Tax on disposals 
and Inheritance Tax on build ings 
that no longer qualify for 
Agricultural Property Relief, 

Once the final legislation is 
completed we will be able to 


advise further on 'next steps', in 
the meantime, if you would like 
any further information or you 
have any queries please 
contact Amy Hutsby at our 
Banbury office on 01295 226296 
or amy.hutsbytafishergerman. 


your local team 




rural consultancy 
property agency 
planning & construction 
renewable energy 
utilities & infrastructure 
HS2 advice 


contact uson 

Banbury 01295 271555 

banl un @ffehergerman.co.uk 


innovative thinking, inspired solutions 


Cl 


FISHER 

GERMAN 


www.fKhergerman.co.uk 
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• How do you spend your spare time - 
what arc your hobbies' 

■r 

What spare time? With four children and 
all consuming work it doesn't leave many 
spare hours in the day. However* we 
recently acquired a point to point racehorse 
and with family and friends, have enjoyed 
some fantastic days out racing (she's even 
won the odd race!) 

• If you could have played sport for your 
country what would if he? 

Swimming; l always had a daft ambition to 
swim the Channel. 

• What hook are you reading at the 
moment and what is your favourite? 

1 I he Bat' by Jo Nesbo is my current read 
and I'm a big fan of his work. 

• Favourite film... and music? 

So manv fantastic films but one that stands 

J 

out is ‘A Room with a View'. Musically I 
have an incredibly diverse and eclectic taste 
- anything from Rachmaninoff to Elbow, 
John Barry to John Newman! 

• Is there someone in business you would 
like to emulate - or someone not necessarily 
involved in the business world? 

My husband (and business partner!). 
Although he can be infuriating at times, he's 
an inspiration to all who work with him. 

• Car or motorcycle? 

Car - although I’ve been on the back of the 
odd motorcycle in my time. 

• What are your hopes for the future for 
the company? 

T bar we continue to grow and build the 
business as we set our to do right from rhe 
beginning, whilst staying true to our heritage. 


WHO? 

Mrs Christine Osborne 


THE BUSINESS 

William Powell 


Carrs House, Tramway, 
Banbury, 0X16 5TD 

VISIT THE WEBSITE 

www. wi 11 i a m p owe 1 Loom 

CALL: 

01295 701701 


• When did the business start? 
I he business is steeped in 
heritage and history having 
been established in 1802, My 
husband and I bought the 
business in 2008 from brothers 
David and Peter Powell. 

• Where is it based - has it 
always been based here? 

The business is now based in 
Banbury on the Tramway 
Estate, dose to Morrisons, 
however, prior to this and for 
150 years it was based in Carrs 
Lane, Birmingham. 

® Marmite - yes or no? 
Definitely yes! 

• What are the particular 
challenges facing the business 
at this time? 

Ensuring that we continue to 
grow the online side of the 
business in line wirh the 
competition whilst still 
maintaining the exceptional 
level of customer service that 
we are known for by our 
showroom visitors.. 


• Have you made many 
mtstakes as you have built up 
the business? 

Plenty! But equally, that’s the 
way you learn and develop 

• Do you employ people or 
do yon DIY? 

Both. Whilst 1 do an awful 
lot operationally myself, we 
do also pride ourselves on 
our remarkably strong team 
- a first-class team is 
invaluable in a business of 
this nature, 

• Do yon have a particular 
fondness for working within 
the Four Shires? 

Yes absolutely. Although a 
Yorkshire girl born and bred, 
rhe community that 

surrounds us here is fantastic. Nor 
only that - it s a beautiful part of 
the country and it’s situated 
perfectly for most of the UK. 

♦ Did you always want to work 
within your chosen profession? If 
nor what would you do? 

My childhood dream was to be a 
racehorse trainers secretary! I never 
thought I’d work in, let alone own, 
a business in the shooting industry. 
Retail comes naturally though 
having grown up in a family retail 
fruit business (fruit isn't quite 
comparable to shotguns rhoughl) 

♦ What lessons have you learnt during 
your business career? 

That there is always tomorrow! 

# Is the customer 
always right? 

No one is right all the 
time, but w r e pride 
ourselves on our level 
of customer service 
and as such, try to 
always do right by 
each and every 
customer. 

• Can you describe a 
typical working day? 

I don't have one! No 
two days are the same 
here and best laid 
plans more often than 
not go out of the 
window the minute I 
step foot in the 
office. You can 
normally find me in 
the office though, 
failing that, in the 
supermarket or on a 
school run! 
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all gob d things come to an end ... 
f j unfortunately, life included 


Is there any reasmi not to make 
a will? 

Therdfts nj^fbod reason not to 
put i i l m place, especia if 
you have children, or Jive with 
son me, whether you are 
married or not. 1 he 
consequences of not doing so 
cin be distressing and bring 
financial insecurity for your 
^iit ■ ing partner or relatives, 

Bur iuy wife will automatically 
get everything if I die - correct? 

Unfortunately, many married 
couples assume that if one 
partner dies, everything will 
automatically pass onto the 
spouse. However, this is not 
how the laws of intestacy work. 

Mr P, a client of ours, died 
recently leaving a wife and three 
young children with assets worth 
£2 million. His wife assumed 
everything would pass to her as 
his next of kin. But under the 
laws of intestacy it does nor. The 

J 

reality is complicated and often 


impractical, She will, when the 
estate is finally sorted out, receive 
£250,000 and a right to the 
income only from half the 
balance, the capital being held in 
trust until her death. The other 
half will be held in trust for the 
children until they are eighteen. 

Aside from the fact that it is 
not usually feasible for children 
to receive lumps of capital at 
eighteen, there are the 
inheritance tax implications. 
Generally assets that do not 
pass to the surviving spouse are 
taxed at 40% - his widow will 
lose the best part of £250,000 
in rax. If Mr P had made a 
simple will for say £1 SO leaving 
everything to her there would 
have been no tax to pay. 

/ have lived with my partner 
for years as his *common law 
wife\ Am I OK ? 

Unmarried couples do not have 
any rights on the death of their 
partner. To illustrate the reality 



Legal Services For You 

"There is just the right mix of friendliness 
and efficiency and Lucy and 
her team are terrific. " 

Mrs N, Da ventry 


Lucy Gordon, Private Client Partner 

Tel: 01295 204045 
Email: lgordon@se-law.co.uk 

spratt endicott 

SOLICITORS 

www.se-law.co.uk 


of what can happen, a client 
came to us recently on the death 
of her partner to find out how 
to transfer his assets to her, They 
had lived together for 25 years 
bin never married, and she had 
nursed nmT through years of 
sickness at considerable mental 
and financial cost. His children 
from an earlier marriage had 
refused ro see him for all these 
years, causing him great distress. 
1 hey had both assumed that as 
a common law wife' she would 
be all right. But the law does 
not recognise her as such, and 
the beneficiaries of his estace 
(which comprises simply the 
house she lives in) will pass to 
his estranged children. You can 
imagine how devastating that 
news was for her. 

/ have a will , so when should I 
update it? 

You need to think about 
updating your wills regularly as 
your life changes over the years: 

• Family Estrangement 

• Falling out with other 
members of your family 

• Change in relationship 
circumstances 

• Marriage 

• Civil Partnership 

• Long Term relationship 

• Change in parental 
circumstances 

• One of your parents dies 

• One of your parents is 
diagnosed with serious illness 


WHY YOU SHOULD 
MAKE YOUR WILL 


# Change in financial 
circumstances 
« Windfall 

Inheritance 

Complicated business or 
off-shore structures. 

1 here is a simple and cost 
effective solution that can 
ensure peace of mind: make an 
appointment with a solicitor to 
make a will. A single or joint 
will need not be expensive, but 
can save a lot of money in the 
tong run, especially it your 
solicitor also advises you on how 
best to structure your assets. 

If you would like to talk 
through any issues relating to 
wills, probate, personal tax or 
trusts, please contact Lucy 
Gordon, Partner at Spratt 
Endicott Solicitors on 01295 
204045 or email Lucy at 
lgordon@se-law.co.uk. 



Patent and trade mark attorney firm J A 
Kemp is expanding at Oxford Science 
Park through a deal secured hy VSL and 
Partners for Northbrook House meaning 
the 24,000 sq ft building has been fully 
let in just five years assisted hy 
innovative marketing campaigns 
including bike giveaways to all occupier employees in 
addition to puncture repair kits, hell and leg clips mailings. 

' l We took a new approach when marketing this building by 
combining Oxford s passion for cycling with the green 
transport initiative to offer free hikes to new tenants. It has 
even become known as the bicycle building!” comments 
Richard Venables of VSL & Partners 1 . 

J A Kemp is one of the largest UK and European Trade Mark 
attorney firms with over 50 science and technology graduates 
in the firm including at least 25 PhDs. 
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WOBA WINNERS 
ANNOUNCED 

Fhe winners of the West 
Oxfordshire Business Awards 
(WOBAs) were recently 
announced at a glamorous event 
hosted at Heythrop Park. This 
saw ICEoxford (Innovative 
Cryogenic Engineering) 
presented with the prestigious 
Courts West Oxfordshire 
Bu siness of the Year Award in 
addition to winning the Owen 
Mu mford I n novati o a Award. 

Established in 2004 and based 
at Station Lane, Witney, 
ICEoxford has grown to become 
a leading supplier of high 
performance cryogenic systems 
to scientific and research groups. 


WOBA Gala Dinner guests were 
treated to a personal video 
message from Prime Minister 
and Witney MP David 
Cameron, who said: 

“I am delighted by the progress 
th ar the West Qxfordsb ire 
Business Awards have made. 
Now in their fourth year, the 
awards give local businesses 
the chance to shine and 
recognises all the hard work 
that goes into them. 

1 am a big supporter of small 
businesses and I am proud that 
my constituency plays host to so 
many. It is great to see the 
rewards of these efforts and 1 
would like to thank and to 
congratulate everyone involved." 




The 2014 WO BAs are the most 
successful to dace with the 
introduction of two new 
categories designed to increase 
the volume of entries from West 
Oxfordshire businesses. 

WOBA winners include: 

• Robert Drake of CDO, 
Ridgeway Business Person of the 
Year Award 

• Ross & Ross Food, Hexagon 
Business Centres Micro Business 
Award (new category) 

• 1 he Cots wo Id Tailor, Witney 
Business & Innovation Centre 
New Business Award 

• Aston Poctery, Blenheim 
Palace Rural Business Award 

• Wise Investment, STL 
Communications Employer of 
rhe Year Award (new category) 

The striking Courts West 
Oxfordshire Business of rhe Year 
trophy, designed by smdents 
from Abingdon & Witney 
College and made by charity 
and training centre Synolos, was 
presented to ICEoxford by 
Maggie Bradley, Director, 
Wealth Management ar Coutrs 
in Oxford who commented: 

“We are pleased to again be 


supporters of the West 
Oxfordshire Business Awards. 

1 he awards celebrate 
entrepreneurship in Oxfordshire 
and we re delighted to be 
involved with so many local 
businesses and I would like to 
congratulate ICEoxford on their 
success. 1'hey are leaders in 
innovation and we are honoured 
to present them with the Coutcs 
2014 West Oxfordshire Business 
of th e Ye a r Award"'. 


7 he WOBA Gala Dinner raised 
£1,360 for Inclusive Care ik 
Education (ICE), winner of the 
2013 Polythene UK Charity & 
Community Award. Next years 
charity will be Base 33, winner 
of the 2014 awa rd. 





We consistently deliver first 
rate advice to all our clients. 
We pride ourselves on our 
deep knowledge and strong 
accounting expertise. 

Contact Whitley Stimpsonfora FREE consultation. 

Banbury Office: +44 (0) 1295 270200 
High Wycombe Office: +44 (0) 1494 443122 

www.whitleystimpson.co.uk 

, , x/ 

Whitley Stimpson 


PARTNERS IN YOUR PROGRESS 


CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND BUSINESS ADVISORS 
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RETIREMENT PLANNING 

Whenever you start thinking about 
retirement plannings it is worth beginning 
by working out how much income you 
believe you will need. Generally, few 
people need as much income in retirement 
as they did when they were working as the 
mortgage could be paid off, children may 
have left home and day-to-day expenses 
may have fallen. However, the 
anticipation of increased leisure time 
might spur you to make ambitious plans 
for travel or family Any such expectations 
need to be considered so you can set some 
realistic targets. 

Once you have calculated how much 
money you will need, you can work out 
where it will come from. The basic state 
pension, for example, is £110.1 5 per week 
(for 2013/14), and you may have money 
coming in from individual savings 
accounts (ESAs), rent from a second 
property' or even some paid employment. 

Having made your plans, you should have 
a clearer idea of the income you will need 
to generate from pension savings. You 
might already have started to save through 
a workplace or personal pension scheme 
although, while existing pension savings 
should be taken into account, it is likely 
you will need to continue to build them 


over your remaining working years. Just to 


give you an idea, a pension fund valued at 
£100,000 will buy a 65-year-old person an 




annual single income of just over £6,000, 




with no built-in guarantees, joint incomes 
will be a lot less. If you wish to retire 
earlier than that, the cost will be even 
high er. The amount you need to save 
could, therefore, be considerable. 

The best time to start saving is today, 
your money needs time to grow'. You 
should invest in something you 
understand and not take risks you are not 
comfortable with. Making regular 
contributions is a good idea as you get 
used to having less to spend each month. 
If you think you might need access to 
your money before you retire, an ISA 
could be the best idea. One of the 
benefits of having a pension however is 
that you cannot spend it which could be 
a good discipline. 


If you are unsure of how to invest your 
savings you should consider taking advit 
from a professional as mistakes could be 
costly. An independent financial advises 
will help you to assess how much risk yi 
can take and how to structure your 
investments to match. 


Fo discuss your retirement call Ellacotts 


01295 250401 or visit www.ellacotts.co 



financial consultancy 


ST. JAMES’S PLACE 

WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


FIN ANCIAL CONSULTANCY 


For investment & pension advice, talk to Swann Financial 


Swarm F none a Consutancy represents ony St James s P ace Weath Management p c (whch s author s-ed and regu ated by 
the F nanc a Conduct Author ty) for the purpose of adv sngsoeyon the Group a we a th management products and servo es 

more deta s of wh ch are set out on the Group a webs te www epoo uk/products 
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peter jones meets... 

Brenda Haller at Deddington Antiques 


This month Peter Jones enjoys mi hour's 
chut with well known local antique dealer 
and TV antiques expert Brenda Mailer. 

ur conversation rakes place at her 
home near Chipping Norton where, 
sadly, she is on crutches recovering 
from a broken ankle. This is her 
seventh broken bone in seven years, f don't 
think she agrees with me when I suggest 
seven is supposedly a lucky number. 

Brenda started in the world of antiques at a 
very early age: “my father was a hoarder 
and from the age of seven he used to leave 
me at auctions bidding on lots he had left 
bids on." she said - and from there her 
interest in antiques grew and grew. 

The need to build up cash to purchase 
antiques meant she took on many varied 
jobs - this was lots of hard work. One of 
the things that becomes apparent during 
this chat is that Brenda is not frightened of 
hard work, she is a big believer in the old 
tenet: I he harder you work the luckier 
you get'. 


She continued to buy antiques at auctions 
in and around her home town of Harrogate 
selling from six foot tables at the local 
village hall antique fairs. 


Amongst the many jobs she took on to 
fund her purchases was chat of a model. 
During this stage In her career she was 
photographed by well known Mancunian 
glamour photographer John Varley. Indeed, 
she was one of the very first page three 
models. That was a 'job that bought me 
lots of work'! 



Deddington Antiques 
Centre was voted (in the 
Independent) as being 'one 
of the top 50 best antique 
shops in the uk\ 


It is one of the oldest 
established Antique Centres 
in the uk with four floors of 
antiques - you could get 
lost for an entire day here! 


Unique to Deddington 
Antiques Centre is the 
Antiques Swap Shop... 
Brenda will value your 
unwanted items, offer you a 
fair price for them and 
leave you to shop for 
something different over a 
3 month period. 


1 hat experience lead to her having her own 
model and promotions agency. One of her 
jobs here involved taking four blondes and 
four brunettes - (including the then Miss 
England) to 10 Downing Street to meet 
then Prime Minister Harold Wilson..* 

She was employed with the inventor of 
plastic drainpipes who obviously 
recognised her business talents. He was 
happy to fund her driving lessons, and as 
she progressed through the firm was often 
helicoptered around the country looking 
for possible opportuniries for his business! 

When she got married she and her husband 
bought a house in Harrogate. 

“All our money went on the mortgage and 
there was nothing left ro furnish ltd' she said, 
so regular visits to the sales meant she was 
able to create a Victorian home. This 
encouraged her friends to ask her to buy and 
sell bits and pieces for them. 

Her husband was promoted with his job 
and this brought her to Oxfordshire, 
initially to the village of Brill. By now she 
had two c hild ren and her life took a 
different direction with a telesales job in 
High Wycombe. Again her business 
acumen was soon recognised and after 
being promoted to a sales negotiator she 
rose to become sales director. 

But her love of trading in antiques never 
left her and she carried on dealing at 
weekends from a stall in Oxfords jam 
factory Antique Centre from where she 
traded for over 1 5 years. 

In 1997 she spoke at an auction with a 
colleague in the industry who she had 
heard was buying the Deddington Antiques 
Centre; an established business for over 30 
years. When she discovered he was not 
going ahead, she stepped in and as they say, 
the rest is history. The centre is now firmly 
established as one of Oxfordshire's major 
antiques centres. 

Around eight years ago the world of 1 V 
opened up. 

“Initially l had a telephone call, but family 
and business commitments meant the 
timing was wrong". 

A little while later they called again hut she 
was still not interested. 

But the TV people did not give up and one 
day a freelancer came into the shop with a 
cant era at their request and filmed a short 
piece to camera. After this the producer 



invited Brenda down to Bristol and to 
attend an audition for a new programme to 
be fronted by David Dickinson - 

i/ 

'Dickinson’s Real Deals’. 

Again I had to do a piece to camera for 
the producer and director and once it was 
over I was told, “you've got the job". She is 
very proud that she conducted the first 
ever deaf on the very first show in July 
2006 . She is now approaching nearly 400 
appearances. 

At the age of 40 she did a bungee jump in 
the Swiss Alps, and having done that 
nothing could possibly frighten her more, 
Appearing in front of cameras and an 
audience of a couple of million people is a 
piece of cake! 

Meanwhile, the Deddington Antique 
Centre has moved from strength to 
strength and is now very much a family 
business with Brenda at the helm, and her 
daughter helping her in the business. She 
also runs the next door shop selling vintage 
clothing both for children and adults. 

Brendas latest innovation is "The Antique 
Swap Shop’. People can bring in their 
unwanted antiques or collectables and 
Brenda will give them a fair valuation 
above trade price. Against this they will be 
given a credit note to the value of those 
goods co spend on antiques and gifts from 
the massive choice over the four floors of 
the shop. 

Brenda is a really bubbly person with an 
extensive knowledge of the antiques 
business gleaned over a lifetime in the 
profession. It is easy to see why she is so 
popular and professional on l V, 

I really enjoyed my time with Brenda, she 
overflows with enthusiasm and energy, 
which, despite her being on crutches and a 
heavily supported broken ankle, left me 
exhausted! 4* 
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A professional! fast and friendly 
denture repairs service 
Pop in for professional advice 
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Drain Services 

ALL TYPES OF BLOCKAGES UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIC RETAIL 

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

TOILETS * BATHS-SINKS * URINALS ■ SHOWERS * GULLIES- 
DRAINS - GREASE TRAPS 

CCTV SURVEYS TANKER SERVICE GULLY EMPTYING HIGH PRESSURE 

WATER JETTING SPECIALISTS 

GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 

APPROVED CONTRACTORS TO SEVERAL LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


PHONE 01295 758303 


I I %/ 

Tjmr^ccTi 

aa Four Shires * April 2014 


GET NOTICED 
in the 

Four Shires! 

Coll Gail 
or Sarah on 1 

01295 I 
709 999 * 


greenhouse 
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courses 

12.30pm-2,00pm 

Barn Farm Plants 
Upper Wardington, Banbury 

01295 758080 Oxon. 0X17 1SN 


F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY 0X17 1JL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
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AT BANBURY TOWN H 


respective 

F now get married at 

' Banbury Town Hall, after 
a major renovation of the 
premises. The £500,000 
refurbishment has completely 
transformed the main hall and has 
added an extra ground floor function 
room. Ceremonies can be held in the 
main hall, or alternatively in the 
downstairs function room^ 


cou 


es can 


Banbury Town Coun cil^ 
leader Kieron 
Mallon said: L lt 
an obvious ^^ 
place to hold a * v - 

function. It is a central 
location, imposing buildin 
with in bouse caterers and 
the main room lends itself 
to a wedding ceremony... 


Banbury has a Large 
population and a large 
hinterland so we feel we 
can now offer something 
different and new.' 1 


Last month the council 
appointed New Folium 
as its official caterers. 
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We left the battlefield at Edgehill with 
everyone low in spirits. Everyone that is, 
except Prince Rupert, who didn't know 
what a low spirit was! 

The fact that he managed to change the 
coarse of history, single handed, by a 
foolhardy set of calamitous actions did not 
occur to him; (well, without the benefit of 
hindsight it probably wouldn't have 
occurred to me either) bat his lack of 
self discipline on the battlefield was the 
probable cause of a predicted Royalist 
victory turning into a 'No Score Draw*. 

How Rupert managed to getaway with 
abandoning his Uncle Charles on the front 
line, in the middle of a raging battle to go 
chasing Roundheads about like he was out for 
a day's hunting is quite beyond me. And then 
to cap it all, he has a dalliance with some 
baggage or other he found lying about off 
piste ... IIncidentally in case you had other 
ideas, its baggage, as in luggage)! 

Now read on... 

oving on from this cataclysmic 
moment in history, the Royalists 
were forced to accept the result of 
the Battle of Edgehill as being 
'Inconclusive' which, after all the heroics and 
effort they had made, was about as bad as it 
could gerf Even when some bright spark came 
up with a more flattering way to word the 
catastrophic announcement of the news, 
declaring it to be a 'Royalist Strategic Victory,' 
it had little effect. As everybody knew, that 
just meant your plan looked OK on paper, bur 
it didn't work out there in the field! 


dismantled before they all ran for cover.In 
fact, an interfering but, exceptional 
Parliamentarian (Yes, yes, its Oliver 
Cromwell) was watching from the side Sines. 
Here he contemplated what his next move 
should be and decided to try out some of the 
Royalist tactical manoeuvres with his New 
Model Army, the name of which sounds as if 
you can build it with a set of Lego (but you 
can't, believe me, don't try this at home). 

Meanwhile back ar ‘Mission Control", 

King Charles knew he should have gone to 
London straight after the Battle of Edgehill 
but instead he went to Aynho for a few days 
rest. He was annoyed with his nephew 
Rupert who, not wasting any time on self 
doubt and thoughts of what might have 
been, wanted to instigate a mighty push into 
the capital. Charles found Rupert quite 
exhausting, edgy and difficult. He had 
boundless energy and mercurial enthusiasms 
which would have been enough for anyone to 
cope with, but Rupert also had his bad boy 
status to live up to; therefore arrogant 
behaviour and lack of self discipl ine came 
easily to him. 

Eventually the King did agree to go to 
London but by the time he had sorted 
himself out and set off, a few more days had 
elapsed, and things had changed at the front 
line, I he Earl of Essex had ramped up his 
force and had returned to London with 
renewed vigour, The King, much to his 
surprise was haired atlurnham Green by 
Parliamentarians and could go no further. He 
retreated to Oxford where he hoped to spend 
the winter in peace. 




"We was robbed," said the King, (possibly).,. Meanwhile for those in 
with lamentable 
grammar! If at Erst 
you don't succeed... 
you lose! 


On rhe other side of 
the field, the 
Roundheads, who 
had, in fact, been 
taken to the cleaners 
by the Cavaliers were 
licking their wounds 
and counting their 
blessings - not to have 
been completely 


peril on the sea... 

There was great news 
about Henrietta 
Maria, (Charles' wife 
had taken it upon 
herself to travel 
abroad and pawn the 
Crown Jewels to help 
her husband with his 
cash flow problems). 
After a truly awful sea 
crossing, where she 
was the only girl to 
stay upright, she had 
landed in Bridlington 
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with some very useful munitions - including 
a couple of canons and die very latest in 
muskets, Lin fortunately as the route home to 
Oxford passed through some Parliamentary 
strongholds Henrietta needed an armed 
guard to deal with any bandits that might be 
hiding in frees, and also to "remove any 
obstacles in her way. 1 Rupert (ever on hand 
when needed) and at a bit of a loose end, 
gallantly offered his services as a nanny, but 
the King, still feeling a bit touchy decided he 
couldn't risk another disaster and sent 5,000 
men along, just in case, (I think this was a bit 
excessive for an escort for one feisty lady and 
a few guns down the main road to Oxford). 

Crossing enemy territory was becoming a bit 
of a problem for both Roundheads and 
Cavaliers as they always seemed to be 
treading on each others' toes. Sometimes it 
was difficult to remember who was batting 
for whom, and as loyalties seemed to change 
frequently it was easy to become out 
manoeuvred like Thomas Greene... 

Thomas was an ardent Royalist who was sent 
to visit Coventry, on .some kind of business... 
he was dressed in his best Cavalier's outfit 
and was the proud owner of a pass he had 
obtained from the local bigwig, a Captain 
Main waring, which should have enabled him 
to have free passage through Parliamentary 
territory. However things did not go at all to 
plan and Thomas' way was barred by 
Roundheads. In vain did he show his pass 
bttt the officials pointed out that although 
this pass gave free right of passage to himself 
and his horse, it made no mention of the 
saddle! After a furious argument the saddle 
was confiscated and much to his 
consternation, Thomas had to continue his 
journey on foot, leading the horse. 1 binking 
that things could not possibly get any worse, 
a bit further down the road, he met some 
Royalists, who, instead of offering friendly 
support began to ask questions about the 
horse and why such a well dressed man as 
Thomas undoubtedly was, did not have a 
saddle. 1 he only conclusion they could reach 
was that! homas had stolen the horse. In 
vain did Thomas express his innocence but 
was eventually made to account for himself at 
the Kings Quarter Sessions..,. 

Next time: Thomas Greene , guilty or innocent? 
The cliff hanger answered. 
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